
 
AGENDA AND MATERIAL 

 
BOARD MEETING 

 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2010 

7:00 P.M. 
 

FATHER KENNETH BURNS, C.S.C. BOARD ROOM 
CATHOLIC EDUCATION CENTRE, WELLAND, ONTARIO 

 
 
A. ROUTINE MATTERS 
 
 1. Opening Prayers – Trustee Dekker - 
 
 2. Roll Call  - 
 
 3. Approval of the Agenda - 
 
 4. Declaration of Conflict of Interest - 
 
 5. Approval of Minutes of the Board Meeting of December 15, 1009 A5 
 
B. DELEGATIONS  
 
C. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS 
 
 1. School Excellence Program C1 
  St. Therese Catholic Elementary School 
 
 2. Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder)  
  Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School, Niagara-on-the-Lake  
  Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee 
  2.1  Approved Minutes of the Public Community Meeting of December 3, 2009 C2.1 
  2.2  Approved Minutes of the Public Community Meeting of December 9, 2009 C2.2 
  2.3 Approved Minutes of the Ad Hoc Committee Meeting of December 15, 2009 C2.3 
  2.4  Unapproved Minutes of the Public Community Meeting of January 5, 2010 C2.4 
  2.5  Unapproved Minutes of the Ad Hoc Committee Meeting of January 6, 2010 C2.5 
   
 3. Unapproved Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of January 12, 2010 C3 
  and Consideration of Recommendations 
  3.1 Policies 

3.1.1 Admission of Students Policy (301.1) Interim Administrative Guidelines C3.1.1 
3.1.2 Safe Schools Policy: Interim Bullying Prevention and Intervention Policy (302.6.8) C3.1.2 
3.1.3 Safe Schools Policy: Interim Progressive Student Discipline Policy (302.6.9) C3.1.3 

  3.2 Report of the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George  C3.2 
   and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary   
   School, Niagara-on-the-Lake Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee 
 
 4. Approved Minutes of the S.E.A.C. Meeting of December 2, 2009 C4 
  4.1 Letter to the Ministry of Education  C4.1 
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 5. Early Learning Program Implementation - Full Day Kindergarten Programs 2010-2011 C5 
  (to be distributed) 
 
 6. Blessed Trinity Catholic Secondary School Addition & Alterations Options and Estimated Costs C6 
 
 7. H1N1 Pandemic Update – Niagara Catholic Preparation and Management - 
 
 8. Financial Reports 
  8.1  Monthly Banking Transactions for the Month of December 2009 C8.1 
  8.2  Statement of Revenue and Expenditures as at December 31, 2009 C8.2 
 
D. TRUSTEE ITEMS, OPEN QUESTION PERIOD & OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 1. Correspondence   
  1.1 Niagara Region Health Department – Thank You for Assistant in H1N1 Protection D1.1 
 
 2. Report on Trustee Conferences Attended  
  2.1 OCSTA Seminar for Chairs, Vice-Chairs and Directors of Education - 
 
 3. General Discussion to Plan for Future Action - 
 
 4. Trustee Information  
  4.1 Spotlight on Niagara Catholic – January 12, 2009 D4.1 
  4.2 Calendar of Events – February 2010 D4.2 
  4.3 ACT High School AED Funding Announcement  - 
   St. Francis Catholic Secondary School - Friday, February 5, 2010 – 9:00 a.m. 
  4.4 Vision 2020 Strategic Plan - Trustee Discovery Sessions Part 2 – February 9, 2010 – 5:00 p.m. - 
  4.5 Niagara Catholic Haiti Earthquake – Relief Effort Fundraisers - 
  4.6 Letter to Parents – First Student Canada D4.6 
 
 5. Open Question Period - 

 (The purpose of the Open Question Period is to allow members of the Catholic school supporting 
public to ask about items on that night’s public agenda or any previous agendas, and the Board to 
answer and react.) 

 
E. NOTICES OF MOTION 
 
F. BUSINESS IN CAMERA 
 
G. REPORT ON THE IN CAMERA SESSION 
 
H. FUTURE MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
 
I. MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION FOR LIFE 
 
J. ADJOURNMENT 
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TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 
 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: MINUTES OF THE BOARD MEETING OF 
 DECEMBER 15, 2009  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of Board Meeting of 
December 15, 2009, as presented. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE 
BOARD MEETING 

 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2009 

 
  
 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board, held on Tuesday, December 15, 
2009, at 7:00 p.m. in the Father Kenneth Burns csc Board Room, at the Catholic Education Centre, 427 
Rice Road, Welland.   
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by Chairperson Burtnik. 
 
A. ROUTINE MATTERS 
 

1. Opening Prayer 
 

Opening Prayers were led by Trustee Charbonneau. 
 
2. Roll Call 

Trustee 

Pr
es

en
t 

 
A

bs
en

t 

Ex
cu

se
d 

John Belcastro   

Kathy Burtnik   

Maurice Charbonneau   

Gary Crole   

John Dekker   

Frank Fera   

Ed Nieuwesteeg   

Tony Scalzi   

Student Trustees   

Juliana Ciccarelli   

Megan Grocholsky   

 
 
The following staff were in attendance: 

John Crocco, Director of Education; Yolanda Baldasaro, Rob Ciarlo, Lee Ann 
Forsyth-Sells, Frank Iannantuono, Superintendents of Education; Larry Reich, 
Superintendent of Business & Financial Services; Mark Lefebvre, Administrator of 
School Effectiveness; James Woods, Controller of Plant; Jennifer Brailey, Manager of 
Board Services and Communications; Sherry Morena, Recording Secretary 
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3. Approval of the Agenda 
 
Moved by Trustee Crole 
Seconded by Trustee Nieuwesteeg 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Agenda of the Board 
Meeting of December 15, 2009, as amended.   
ADDITION TO THE PUBLIC AGENDA  
ITEM 4.6 – Trustee Information - Niagara Catholic Education Award of Distinction 

CARRIED 
 

4. Disclosure of Interest 
 
No Disclosures of Interest were declared with any items on the agenda. 
 

5. Approval of Minutes of the Board Meetings 
 

5.1 November 24, 2009 
 

Moved by Trustee Belcastro 
Seconded by Trustee Scalzi 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of the Board 
Meeting of November 24, 2009, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 

5.2 Annual Organizational Meeting of the Board – December 1, 2009 
 

Moved by Trustee Belcastro 
Seconded by Trustee Scalzi 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of the Annual 
Organizational Meeting of the Board Meeting of December 1, 2009, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 

B. DELEGATIONS 
 
 1. Saint Paul Catholic High School Choir 
 

Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education, welcomed Mike Lostracco, Principal of 
Saint Paul Catholic High School, who introduced the Saint Paul Catholic High School Choir.   
 
Chairperson Burtnik thanked the students for their very entertaining performance and asked 
Trustees Nieuwesteeg and Fera to presented the students with Niagara Catholic AExcellence in 
the Arts@ pins. 

 
2. Christmas Card Presentation to Students 
 

Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education, presented information of the contribution of 
Niagara Catholic students in the design of the Board=s Christmas cards for 2009.  She explained 
that students within the Board were invited to submit artwork for use on the cards, and that 
specific cards are chosen to be used by the Board. 
 
Director Crocco, Chairperson Burtnik, and Vice-Chairperson Dekker, presented each of the 
students with a box of Christmas Cards containing their designs. 
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C. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS 
 
 1. School Excellence Program – Mary Ward Catholic Elementary School 
 

Director Crocco provided background information on the monthly School Excellence Program. 
Superintendent Forsyth-Sells introduced Domenic Massi, Principal of Mary Ward Catholic 
Elementary School. 
 
Principal Massi, with the assistance of students and staff showcased Mary Ward Catholic 
Elementary School as part of the School Excellence Program. 
 
Chairperson Burtnik thanked Principal Massi, the staff and students for their presentation, and 
performance.   
 

2. Unapproved Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of December 1, 2009 
 and Consideration of Recommendations____________________________________                                      

 
Moved by Trustee Belcastro 
Seconded by Trustee Scalzi 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve receive the unapproved 
Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of December 1, 2009, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 

The following recommendations were presented for the Board’s consideration from the 
Committee of the Whole Meeting of December 1, 2009. 
 
2.1 Approval of Policies 
 

2.1.1  Accessibility Customer Service Policy 
 
  Moved by Trustee Scalzi 
  Seconded by Trustee Crole 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Accessibility 
Customer Service Policy, as presented. 

  CARRIED 
 
2.1.2  Safe Physical Intervention with Students Policy  
 
  Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg 
  Seconded by Trustee Charbonneau 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Safe 
Physical Intervention with Students Policy, as presented. 

  CARRIED 
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 2.2  St. Catharines Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools  
 Attendance Area Ad Hoc Committee Report______________ 
 

Moved by Trustee Scalzi 
Seconded by Trustee Charbonneau 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the following 
recommendations: 
1. THAT, no changes are made to the St. Catharines elementary and secondary 

school boundaries at this time. 
2. THAT, the St. Catharines Elementary and Secondary Ad Hoc Attendance Area 

Review Committee of the Board continue to review the attendance boundaries 
for all elementary and secondary schools in St. Catharines, in compliance with 
the May 26th, 2009, Board approved, Pupil Accommodation Review motions.   

3. THAT, new requests for attendance area exceptions will be reviewed in 
accordance with Board Policy/Guidelines 301.1, Admission of Students.  
Attendance area exceptions will not be granted to students who wish to attend 
Mother Teresa and Canadian Martyrs except for the purpose of keeping siblings 
together within the same school.   

4. THAT, Senior Staff will review Board Policy/Guidelines 301.1, Admission of 
Students, within the current Policy and Administrative Guideline Review 
Process. 

CARRIED 
 

 3. Minutes of the St. Catharines Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools 
 Attendance Area Ad Hoc Committee Meetings_________________________  

 
3.1  Approved Minutes of November 23, 2009 
 

Moved by Trustee Charbonneau 
Seconded by Trustee Crole 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the approved Minutes of the 
St. Catharines Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools Attendance Area Ad Hoc 
Committee Meeting of November 23, 2009, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 
3.2  Unapproved Minutes of November 26, 2009 
 

Moved by Trustee Charbonneau 
Seconded by Trustee Crole 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes of 
the St. Catharines Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools Attendance Area Ad 
Hoc Committee Meeting of November 26, 2009, as presented. 

CARRIED 
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4. Minutes of the St of Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/ 
  St. George  and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools  
 Attendance Area Ad Hoc Committee Meetings______________________________  

 
4.1  Approved Minutes of November 23, 2009 
 

Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg 
Seconded by Trustee Dekker 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the approved Minutes of the 
Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and St. Joseph 
(Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools Attendance Area Ad Hoc Committee Meeting 
of November 23, 2009, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 
4.2  Unapproved Minutes of November 26, 2009 
 

Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg 
Seconded by Trustee Dekker 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes of 
the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and St. 
Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools Attendance Area Ad Hoc Committee 
Meeting of November 26, 2009, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 

5. Approved Minutes of the Special Education Advisory Committee Meeting 
  of November 4, 2009___________________________________________  
 

Moved by Trustee Crole 
Seconded by Trustee Scalzi 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the approved Minutes of the 
Special Education Advisory Committee Meeting of November 4, 2009, as presented for 
information. 

CARRIED 
 

6. Elementary Lego Competition and Secondary Boat Races - Skills Ontario 
 

Superintendent Baldasaro welcomed Mark Lefebvre, Administrator – School Effectiveness 
Framework, and Marco Magazzeni, K-12 Technology/Specialist High Skills Major Consultant, 
who presented the report on the Elementary Lego Competition and Secondary Boat Races - 
Skills Ontario. 

A team of four (4) students from Blessed Trinity Catholic Secondary Schools designed and 
constructed a cardboard boat which participated in a race and weight challenge at the Cardboard 
Boat Race held in Toronto.  The Skills Ontario Cardboard Boat Races provided students with 
the opportunity test their math and technology skills in a fun and interactive environment 

Nine (9) of Niagara Catholic’s Elementary Schools participated in the FIRST LEGO League 
(FLL), which is a program that engages younger children in playful and meaningful learning 
while helping them to discover the fun in science and technology. St. Denis Catholic’s “Saints 
in Motion” placed first in Project Award and will advance to the Provincial Tournament in 
Oshawa. 
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The following schools also received awards; Robot Performance – 2nd Place – St. Denis 
Catholic’s “Saints in Motion”; Project Award – 2nd Place – St. Alexander Catholic’s “Smart 
Alex”; Teamwork – 3rd Place – St. James Catholic’s “NetNerds”; Rookie of the Year – St. 
Anthony Catholic’s “Knights”; Young Mentor Award – St. Mary Catholic’s “St. Mary Steel 
Steeds” (Welland); Against All Odds Award – St. Michael Catholic’s “Lightening”. 

7. Director’s Annual Report 2009 
 

Director Crocco presented the report on the newly formatted Director=s Annual Report 2009 for 
information.  He stated that the 2009 Annual Report contains all of the information as required 
by the Minister of Education on Program and Services in 2009, and extended appreciation to 
Senior Staff and Jennifer Brailey for their contributions and design of the Annual Report. 
 
Copies of the Director’s Annual Report 2009 will be sent to the Ministry of Education, Bishop 
Wingle and various partners in Catholic education. 
 

8. Trustee Honorarium for the Year 2009-2010 
 

Director Crocco presented the report on Trustee Honorarium for the Year 2009-2010 noting that 
in accordance with Ontario Regulation 357/07 Trustee honorariums are adjusted annually based 
on student enrolment from the previous school year.  He stated that new honorarium for all 
Trustees for the 2009-2010 school year will be slightly less due to the enrolment decrease of 
255.86 students. 
 
Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg 
Seconded by Trustee Belcastro 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive and approve the report on the 
Trustee Honorarium for the period from December 1, 2009 to November 30, 2010. 

CARRIED 
 

9. H1N1 Pandemic – Niagara Catholic Preparation and Management 
 

Director Crocco presented the monthly Board report on the H1N1 Pandemic – Niagara Catholic 
Preparation and Management.  
 

10.  Revised Budget Estimates for the Year 2009-2010 
 

Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services, presented the report on the 
Revised Budget Estimates for the Year 2009-2010.  Superintendent Reich informed Trustees 
that the purpose of the Revised Budget Estimates is to give School Boards the opportunity to 
revise their budgets with up-to-date information prior to submission to the Ministry of 
Education. 
 
Superintendent Reich highlighted the major changes in the Budget Estimates and stated that 
Senior Staff is pleased to present a balanced budget with a transfer of $1,475,125 from the 
Reserve for Working Funds which maybe by augmented by additional revenue from an 
upcoming efficiency review. 
 
Trustees asked questions for clarification. 
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Moved by Trustee Charbonneau 
Seconded by Trustee Crole 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive and approve the report on the 
Revised Budget Estimates for the Year 2009-2010, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 
11. Financial Reports 
 

11.1  Monthly Banking Transactions 
 

Moved by Trustee Scalzi 
Seconded by Trustee Dekker 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Monthly Banking 
Transactions for the month of November 2009, as presented for information. 

CARRIED 
 
11.2  Statement of Revenue & Expenditures 
 

Moved by Trustee Scalzi 
Seconded by Trustee Dekker 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Statement of 
Revenue and Expenditures as at November 30, 2009, as presented for information. 

CARRIED 
 
D. TRUSTEE ITEMS, OPEN QUESTION PERIOD & OTHER BUSINESS 
 

1. Correspondence 
 

  1.1 Father E. Baird - Thank You Letter re Year for Priests Dinner 
 
2. Report on Trustee Conferences Attended 

 
 Nil Report 

 
3. General Discussion to Plan for Future Action 

 
 Nil Report 

 
4. Trustee Information 

 
4.1 Spotlight on Niagara Catholic – December 1, 2009 
 

Director Crocco presented the Spotlight on Niagara Catholic – December 1, 2009 issue for 
Trustees’ information. 

 
4.2 Calendar of Events – January 2010 
 

Director Crocco presented the Calendar of Events – January 2010 for Trustees’ 
information. 
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4.3 Ministry of Education Information – Bill 177 
 

Director Crocco presented information from the Ministry of Education regarding Bill 177, 
for Trustees’ information. 
 

  4.4 Father Vickers – Letter of Thanks to Denis Morris Catholic High School  
   Naming of Peace Garden in Honour of Father Fogarty________________ 

 
Director Crocco presented the Letter of Thanks to Denis Morris Catholic High School 
regarding the Naming of Peace Garden in Honour of Father Fogarty from Father Vickers.  
 

4.5 Jane M. Gouck  - Thank You for the Gift of Catholic Education 
 

Director Crocco presented the Thank You for the Gift of Catholic Education from Jane M. 
Gouck  for Trustees’ information. 
 

4.6 Niagara Catholic Education Award of Distinction 
 

Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education, presented information on the recipients 
of the 2010 Niagara Catholic Education Award of Distinction as nominated by members of 
the community and chosen by the Selection Committee.  Les Soeurs du Sacré-Coeur de 
Jésus de St. Jacut and Father James Mulligan, c.s.c. of the Holy Cross Fathers are the 
recipients for 2010. 
 
Director Crocco has contacted both recipients and they have expressed their honour at 
being selected to receive the Niagara Catholic Award of Distinction. 

 
5. Open Question Period 

 
 None Submitted 
 

E. NOTICES OF MOTION 
 
F. BUSINESS IN CAMERA 

 
Moved by Trustee Charbonneau 
Seconded by Trustee Nieuwesteeg 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board move into the In Camera Session. 
CARRIED 
 
The Niagara Catholic District School Board moved into the In Camera Session of the Board Meeting 
at 8:50 p.m. and reconvened at 9:00 p.m. 

 
G. REPORT ON THE IN-CAMERA SESSION 

 
Moved by Trustee Belcastro 
Seconded by Trustee Charbonneau 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board report the motions from the In Camera 
Session of the Board Meeting of December 15, 2009. 

CARRIED 
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SECTION A: STUDENT TRUSTEES PRESENT 
 
Moved by Trustee Belcastro 
Seconded by Trustee Charbonneau 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of the In Camera 
Session of the Board Meeting - SECTION A: Student Trustees Present of November 24, 2009, 
as presented. 

CARRIED (Item F1) 
 
Moved by Trustee Belcastro 
Seconded by Trustee Charbonneau 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes of the In 
Camera Session of the Committee of the Whole Meeting  - SECTION A: Student Trustees 
Present of December 1, 2009, as presented. 

CARRIED (Item F2) 
 
 
 SECTION B: STUDENT TRUSTEES EXCLUDED 

 
Moved by Trustee Scalzi 
Seconded by Trustee Nieuwesteeg 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Minutes of the In Camera 
Session of the Board Meeting - SECTION B: Student Trustees Excluded of November 24, 
2009, as presented. 

CARRIED (Item F4) 
 
Moved by Trustee Scalzi 
Seconded by Trustee Nieuwesteeg 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes of the In 
Camera Session of the Committee of the Whole Meeting  - SECTION B: Student Trustees 
Excluded of December 1, 2009, as presented. 

CARRIED (Item F5) 
 

H. FUTURE MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
 
I. MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION FOR LIFE 
 
J. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Moved by Trustee Crole 
Seconded by Trustee Dekker 

THAT the December 15, 2009 meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board be 
adjourned. 

CARRIED 
 
 
This meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m. 
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Minutes of the Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board held December 15, 2009. 
 
 
Approved on the 12th day of  January 2010. 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ _________________________________ 
Kathy Burtnik   John Crocco 
Chairperson of the Board Director of Education/Secretary -Treasurer 
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TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: SCHOOL EXCELLENCE PROGRAM  
  ST. THERESE CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 



Cathol ic S chool  P rof i le

St. Thérèse
Principal

Christine Curran
530 Killaly St. E. 

Port Colborne ON
905.835.8082

Niagara Catholic District School Board      October  2009 

Who We Are
Director of Education

John Crocco

Superintendent of Education 
Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells

Catholic Education Centre
427 Rice Road

Welland, Ontario
L3C 7C1

905.735.0240
Fax 905.734.8828

Parish
St. Therese of Lisieux

Fr Bill Derousie, Pastor

Board Mission
“The Mission of the Niagara

Catholic District School Board,
as a Catholic Community of

Learners, is to ensure that all 
students develop the

knowledge, skills and values to 
reach their full potential, with
Christ as the Way, the Truth

and the Light.”

School Mission Statement
St Thérèse School:

“Spirit, Learning, Love.”

School Moto 
“We do the little things with

great love”.

Our school entered a new stage in its history on October 1999, when it was blessed and
dedicated to St Thérèse of Lisieux by the Most Reverend John O’Mara, DD, Bishop of St.
Catharines. The school continues its long-established tradition of service to students from JK 
to Grade 8 and to the community on the east side of Port Colborne.

Total enrolment in September 2009: 218 students.
A differentiated staffing principle addresses the diverse needs of our students. This
includes 12 full-time and 2 part-time teachers, 1 Educational Resource Teacher, 6
Educational Assistants, 1 part-time Child and Youth Care Worker, 1 Library Technician,
1 Secretary, 1 Caretaker, 2 Cleaners and 1 Principal.
The facilities include a library, gym, computer lab, two fully equipped JK/SK classrooms,
an enclosed Kindergarten playground and a Reading Recovery Room.
Grade 7 and 8 students attend classes at the Cyberquest 21 studio where they are
introduced to broad-based technologies such as aerospace, engineering design and 
production, electronics, desktop publishing, audio-video and robotics.
In addition to the full range of disciplines prescribed by the Ontario Curriculum in all 
grades from JK to Grade 8, the school also offers a French as a Second Language
program beginning in Grade One, Religion and Family Life programs in all grades and a
retreat experience at Our Lady of Grace Spiritual Centre for the Grade 8 students.

What We Stand For 
Community Projects 

Holy Childhood Association:  Walkathon.
Kids Helping Kids 
Penny Drive:  Santa’s Helpers
Packs of Hope Campaign for children in Guatemala
As a Catholic Community, St. Therese, along with its Catholic School Council,
sponsors activities such as:  Thanksgiving Luncheon, Family Advent Mass and
Shrove Tuesday Pancakes.

Special Activities/Programs
Monthly school masses, weekly liturgical celebrations, assemblies
Blue Spruce Reading Program
Participation in the Lakeshore Area Sports Council (Inter-school Sports)
Healthy Lifestyle and Decision-making Program: Grades 5 – 8 
Roots of Empathy :  Grade 1
School Choir, Public Speaking, Reading and Writing Buddies
NCDSB Chess Tournament
Intramural program for students in Grades 3 through 8
Student Council
God Squad
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In May and June of 2009, the EQAO Primary and Junior Assessments of Reading, Writing and 
Mathematics were administered. The results of these provincial assessments were released in 
September 2009. Students who have achieved a Level 3 or 4 on an EQAO Assessment have 
achieved the Provincial Standard as established by the Ontario Government.  

The Niagara Catholic District School Board is celebrating the achievement of students in Grades 3 
and 6 for exceeding the provincial averages in the EQAO Assessments of Reading, Writing and 
Mathematics.  Our commitment to quality Catholic Education, and to the achievement of each 
individual child, has been demonstrated by the participation of 99% of all Grade 3 and Grade 6 
students in the EQAO Primary and Junior Assessments. 

The Niagara Catholic District School Board continues to facilitate Student Achievement on the EQAO 
Assessments through the dedicated and coordinated efforts of its staff through continuous School 
and Board Improvement Planning initiatives.

Niagara Catholic System Priorities: 
Nurturing our Distinctive Catholic Education
Improving Student Achievement
Building Capacity with Trustees, Administrators, Staff and Parents
Improving Efficiencies in the Structure and Operations of the System to Maximize Performance

EQAO Background Information

The Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO) tests students’ skills in reading, writing and 
mathematics at key points in their elementary-school education.  Students are tested twice: 

 at the end of Grade 3, to assess what they’ve learned throughout the Primary Division (Grades 1–3)  
 at the end of Grade 6, to assess what they’ve learned throughout the Junior Division (Grades 4–6). 

Why does Ontario conduct province-wide tests of reading, writing and mathematics?  
In 1995, Ontario’s Royal Commission on Learning recommended such tests for Ontario students. The 
Commission made this recommendation after consulting with parents, educators, students and others 
who wanted greater accountability and assurances of quality in the publicly funded education system. 

What do EQAO results tell me about my child? 
EQAO test results provide a snapshot of your child’s achievement in relation to the provincial 
standard.  Students meeting or exceeding the standard (Levels 3 and 4) have demonstrated most or 
all of the required reading, writing and mathematics knowledge and skills expected at this stage in 
their education.  However, no single test can offer a complete or definitive picture of what your child 
has learned. In the end, no one better understands the true measure of your child’s abilities and 
knowledge—or is in a better position to assess them—than his or her classroom teacher. When used 
together, the results of EQAO and classroom tests provide a more complete picture of your child’s 
knowledge.   

(A Parent’s Guide to EQAO Testing, EQAO, September 2009) 
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EQAO Primary Assessments of Reading, Writing and Mathematics Results

All Students (including Exempted and No-Data Students)
EQAO Primary Reading Results

Percentage of All Students Achieving the Provincial Standard
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EQAO Primary Writing Results
Percentage of All Students Achieving the Provincial Standard
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EQAO Primary Mathematics Results
Percentage of All Students Achieving the Provincial Standard
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Participating Students (excluding Exempted and No-Data Students)
EQAO Primary Reading Results

Percentage of Participating Students Achieving the Provincial
Standard
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EQAO Primary W\riting Results
Percentage of Participating Students Achieving the Provincial

Standard
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EQAO Primary Mathematics Results
Percentage of Participating Students Achieving the Provincial

Standard
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EQAO Junior Assessments of Reading, Writing and Mathematics Results

All Students (including Exempted and No-Data Students)
EQAO Junior Reading Results

Percentage of All Students Achieving the Provincial Standard
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EQAO Junior Writing Results
Percentage of All Students Achieving the Provincial Standard
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EQAO Junior Mathematics Results
Percentage of All Students Achieving the Provincial Standard
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Participating Students (excluding Exempted and No-Data Students)
EQAO Junior Reading Results

Percentage of Participating Students Achieving the Provincial
Standard
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Niagara Catholic District School Board    October 2009 

Board System Priority

Improving Student Achievement
To reduce the gap in student achievement by 
focusing on increasing Niagara Catholic’s "16 by 16" 
achievement level an average of 3% and the Board 
graduation rate an average of 2% by June 2010.  
To improve student achievement by focusing on 
increasing Niagara Catholic’s EQAO scores and the 
OSSLT achievement results an average of 2% by 
June 2010.  
To develop a Niagara Catholic Assessment, 
Evaluation and Reporting K-12 Document that will 
complement and comply with the Ministry of 
Education Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting 
Policy by June 2010.  
To sustain literacy and numeracy initiatives and 
implement programs to improve student achievement 
and pathway success, Kindergarten to Graduation, as 
outlined in Board and School Improvement Plans. 

Board Improvement Planning

SMART Goals 

Niagara Catholic has developed SMART Goals in the Four 
Pillars of Student Success:   

Literacy:  To improve student achievement on the EQAO 
Primary and Junior Reading and Writing Assessments and the 

OSSLT through data analysis, targeted interventions and 
instructional strategies to increase the number of students who 
achieve the Provincial Standard by 2% by June 30, 2010. 

Numeracy:  To improve student achievement on the EQAO 
Primary and Junior Mathematics Assessment and the Grade 9 
Assessment of Mathematics (Academic and Applied) through 
data analysis, targeted interventions and instructional 
strategies to increase the number of students who achieve the 
Provincial Standard by 2% by June 30, 2010 

Pathways:  To improve student achievement by targeting 
instructional supports, programs, strategies and resources that 
support student transition: 

 from home to school entry 
 between elementary divisions  
 between elementary and secondary panels  

 to post secondary  destinations  
in order to reduce learning gaps and to improve the high 
school graduation rate by 2% by June 30, 2010. 

Faith, Community, Culture, and Caring:  To improve student 
achievement by continuing to foster a safe, equitable and 
inclusive learning environment that  

 ensures the distinctive nature of Catholic education 
  reflects the Ontario Catholic School Graduate 

Expectations 
 employs focused interventions  

to reduce the overall number of suspensions by 2% by June 
30, 2010.

St. Therese Catholic Elementary School Improvement Planning

In alignment with the Niagara Catholic District School Board’s Improvement Planning, St. Therese Catholic School has 
identified the following SMART goals: 

Literacy: To continue developing open ended responses incorporating the 3 prong approach, among other strategies, so 
that 80% of students across all grades will be achieving level 3 or 4 in addition to the EQAO Primary and Junior Reading 
and Writing Assessments by June, 2010. 

Numeracy: To  incorporate the 3 step approach into daily math lessons across all grade levels so that 80% of all students 
will increase problem solving skills, communication and the ability to reflect on one’s own work thereby improving student 
achievement across the grades and on the EQAO Primary and Junior Mathematics Assessment by June, 2010. 

Pathways: To improve student achievement by targeting instructional supports, programs, strategies and resources that 
facilitate student transition from home to school entry (Welcome to Kindergarten™), between elementary divisions 
(Spiritual, Physical, Social-Emotional & Cognitive teams) and between elementary and secondary panels (Lakeshore 
connections) in order to reduce learning gaps, improve student achievement and ensure a seamless transition from St. 
Therese to Lakeshore Catholic by June, 2010. 

Faith, Community, Culture, and Caring:  To continue to foster a culture of caring which promotes a safe, equitable, and 
inclusive learning environment, incorporating the teachings of Catholic education so that students feel free to take the 
necessary risks to reach their academic potential as measured by a 5% decrease in disciplinary interventions by June, 
2010.



C2.1

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 
 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: APPROVED MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC COMMUNITY 

MEETING WITH THE NIAGARA FALLS ELEMENTARY AND 
SECONDARY FAMILY OF SCHOOLS/ ST. GEORGE AND ST. 
JOSEPH (SNYDER) CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS AND 
ST. MICHAEL CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE AD HOC ATTENDANCE AREA 
REVIEW COMMITTEE OF DECEMBER 3, 2009 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the approved Minutes of the 
Public Community Meeting with the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of 
Schools/St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael 
Catholic Elementary School, Niagara-on-the-Lake Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review 
Committee of December 3, 2009, as presented. 



















































C2.2

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 
 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: APPROVED MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC COMMUNITY 

MEETING WITH THE NIAGARA FALLS ELEMENTARY AND 
SECONDARY FAMILY OF SCHOOLS/ ST. GEORGE AND ST. 
JOSEPH (SNYDER) CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS AND 
ST. MICHAEL CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE AD HOC ATTENDANCE AREA 
REVIEW COMMITTEE OF DECEMBER 9, 2009 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the approved Minutes of the 
Public Community Meeting with the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of 
Schools/St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael 
Catholic Elementary School, Niagara-on-the-Lake Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review 
Committee of December 9, 2009, as presented.. 



























































































C2.3

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 
 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: APPROVED MINUTES OF THE NIAGARA FALLS 

ELEMENTARY  AND SECONDARY FAMILY OF SCHOOLS/ 
 ST. GEORGE AND ST. JOSEPH (SNYDER) CATHOLIC 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS AND ST. MICHAEL CATHOLIC 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE AD HOC 
ATTENDANCE AREA REVIEW COMMITTEE  

 OF DECEMBER 15, 2009 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the approved Minutes of the 
Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and St. Joseph 
(Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School, Niagara-
on-the-Lake Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee of December 15, 2009, as 
presented. 









C2.4

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 
 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: UNAPPROVED MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC COMMUNITY 

MEETING WITH THE NIAGARA FALLS ELEMENTARY AND 
SECONDARY FAMILY OF SCHOOLS/ ST. GEORGE AND ST. 
JOSEPH (SNYDER) CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS AND 
ST. MICHAEL CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE AD HOC ATTENDANCE AREA 
REVIEW COMMITTEE OF JANUARY 5, 2010 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes of the 
Public Community Meeting with the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of 
Schools/St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael 
Catholic Elementary School, Niagara-on-the-Lake Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review 
Committee of January 5, 2010, as presented. 
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UNAPPROVED MINUTES OF THE TOWN HALL MEETING 
OF THE NIAGARA FALLS ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY 

FAMILY OF SCHOOLS, ST. GEORGE / ST. JOSEPH (SNYDER) AND ST. 
MICHAEL NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE  

AD HOC ATTENDANCE AREA REVIEW COMMITTEE 
  

TUESDAY JANUARY 5, 2010 
 

Start at 7:10 pm 
 
In attendance:  John Dekker, Ed Niewusteeg, Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, James Woods, Kathy Levinski, 37 
members of the public including 1 from Niagara Falls Review, 1 from Niagara This Week, 5 Cardinal 
Newman, 4 St. Joseph, 10 St Vincent de Paul, 6 St. Michael NOTL, 5 Loretto, 2 Father Hennepin, 1 Sacred 
Heart, 1 Our Lady of Mount Carmel/St. Thomas More/Saint Michael H.S., 1 unknown 
 
Principals in attendance: Terry Antoniou, Carla Bianco, Amanda Cybula, Lorri Mackenzie, Michael 
Montague, and Lisa Selman. 
 
Regrets:  Frank Fera 
 

1. Welcome and Opening Prayer:  John Dekker, Chair of Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review 
Committee 

 
2. Introduction of Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee:  John Dekker 

 
John introduced the Committee Members and Board Resource Staff. 
 
The three trustees on this board committee bring with us the history during boundary changes in 
Niagara Falls.  It is the same committee as the last time boundary changes were made in 2004. 
 
John Crocco, our Director of Education is chairing another board committee meeting tonight which 
was scheduled prior to tonight’s meeting date. Please know that he too brings history as he was the 
Chair of the ARC Committee (prior to becoming director) and was Family of Schools’ 
Superintendent for Niagara Falls and the staff resource with this same committee when we did 
boundary changes. Staff will share all comments presented tonight with him tomorrow.   
 
Tonight, is an important part of the process towards a recommendation to the Committee of the 
Whole on January 12, 2010 and then from the Committee of the Whole to the board on January 26, 
2010. 
 
All information gathered tonight will be reviewed by this committee at our Ad Hoc committee 
meeting tomorrow, January 6th at 5.00 pm at the Catholic Education Centre.  This meeting is open to 
the public and you are invited to attend.  
 
At this Ad Hoc Committee Meeting, we will finalize our report to the Committee of the Whole and 
will present it to the trustees on January 12, 2010.  
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The Committee of the Whole then decides on recommendations to the board for approval on January 
26, 2010. The recommendations presented could be the same or could be different.  
 
Please remember that the decision is finalized only with board approval.   

 
 As a final reminder we are also following the same process as we did in the ARC. Any letters with 
 comments or recommendations that we receive will be posted on the board web site until the 
 board makes its final decision. 

 
3. Mandate and Terms of Reference of the Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee:   
 John Dekker 

 
 The terms of reference for the committee as approved by the board are on the screen.  
 
 It is important to remember that the boundary review is required for a number of reasons including; 

 
1. Maximizing facility utilization or space at all schools.  
2. The closure of St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School in June 2010. 
3. Reducing over capacity at some schools. 

 
 Senior staff and our committee have met a number of times throughout the fall to review multiple 
 options in adjusting boundaries in Niagara Falls. 

 
 A reminder that throughout our process additional information from the Ministry of Education on 
 Early Learning Programs and conversations with ministry staff on capital projects required us to 
 continue our committee discussions towards boundary recommendations to present tonight. 

 
 I will now turn the floor over to Lee Ann Forsyth Sells and will then turn it over to James Woods.  
 After James’ presentation we will then open up the floor for question and comments. 
 

4. Timeline of Ad Hoc Committee Recommendations to the Board:  Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells 
 
 Lee Ann Forsyth–Sells thanked everyone for coming, as well as to the Principals in attendance for 
 their support.  
 
 I am going to ask you to look at the screen because there have been a series of meetings starting in 
 May 26th when the board approved the motion to close St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School 
 which prompted the boundary review.  Since then there have been a series of meetings, with this 
 particular committee and also with our Principals as stated on the first slide. 
.   
 The next slide shows you the number of Ad Hoc Committee Meetings that have been held leading up 
 to the December 3rd meeting which is the Community Meeting that was held at Saint Paul Catholic 
 High School for community feedback.  
 
 The next slide shows you that there was also a community meeting at St. Michael Catholic High 
 School, and then following that our last Ad Hoc Committee Meeting December the 15th.  I sent home 
 a letter which I would like to thank the Principals for sending home to you with the information in it 
 regarding the recommendations from the December 15th meeting which brings us to tonight to this 
 Town Hall meeting. 
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 The significance of this Town Hall meeting is to present to you the recommendations from the 
 December 15th meeting from the committee. You have the opportunity to hear the recommendations 
 this evening and to comment on them as Mr. Dekker has stated at the beginning.   
 
 On Wednesday, January 6, 2010 this committee will meet again to review the feedback that you 
 have provided from tonight’s meeting.  At the end of tomorrow night’s meeting a report will be 
 prepared which will be presented to the Committee of the Whole next Tuesday, January 12, 2010 
 which is the Committee of the Whole, meaning the Board of Trustees with our Trustees here Mr. 
 Dekker, Mr. Niewusteeg, and Mr. Fera, who have been serving on the committee, along with the five 
 other Trustees from the other areas. 
 
 They will receive the report, and take it into consideration.  Two weeks later on January 26, 2010 at 
 the Board Meeting there will be consideration of the recommendations for approval by the Board. 
 
  The process has been moving quickly because of the changes in terms of the transferring of 
 students for St. Joseph Catholic Elementary, along with any proposed boundary changes that we 
 have been presenting to you in order to make plans for September. As we finish up this month and 
 move forward from February to September, the time for planning for you as families and parents  
 with our students and also for our staff is required, therefore, by the end of the month those 
 decisions will be made in order for that planning to take place. 
 
 Thank-You 
 

5. Background Information on Surplus Spaces:  James Woods, Controller of Plant Services 
 

 Good evening, everyone. As Mr. Dekker mentioned, the primary reason for looking at changes and 
 boundaries is to ensure we can maximize utilization of school buildings and to make 
 adjustments due to changes in demographics in various areas.  
 
 At the present and in the future, we have a serious situation of declining enrolment in our region and 
 in all of Ontario.  The Ministry has implemented guidelines for boards to follow to review the 
 accommodations of students within their regions and to look at school closures and consolidations of 
 schools in order to reduce the number of surplus spaces that are out there and to maximize 
 utilization.   
  
 So as you know, we have been through that process In Niagara Falls and in St. Catharine’s.  In 
 Niagara Falls we were looking at six schools to review the accommodation, and the decision was 
 finalized that St. Joseph Catholic Elementary would close for September of 2010.  
 
 As Superintendent Forsyth Sells mentioned, the closure of St. Joseph is causing us to review the 
 boundaries to see how the students that live in the St. Joseph area will be redistributed to other 
 schools, and as well we reviewed the boundaries in all of Niagara Falls, and we have had a number 
 of recommendations and quite a bit of input from the community. 
  
 A little bit of background: the total number of Elementary School capacity here in Niagara for 
 Niagara Catholic Schools is 16,090. 
 
 We are currently using 14,240 spaces in the elementary panel, and that leaves 1850 surplus spaces 
 which is the equivalent of six of our average size elementary schools empty, which is quite costly
 and can be problematic in schools where enrolment is reduced to the point where we have 
 perhaps 10 children per grade meaning, that there might be double and triple grades in a school 
 which is not a good situation. 
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 This is a graph showing the enrolment projection of the elementary schools starting in 07/08. We are 
 currently in 09/10. The red line is the actual enrolment of elementary schools in the Niagara 
 Catholic District School Board.  
 
 The blue line above the straight line is the total capacity of all of our buildings 16, 090. You can see 
 the gap between our total capacity and the enrolment as we move through into the future.  It is going 
 to get a little worse before it will get better, and it will never reach the levels that it was back in the
 sixties. 
 
 The particular schools in Niagara Falls that have surplus space are shown on the labels.  St. 
 Gabriel with 77 surplus spaces, Notre Dame has 40 surplus spaces, and so on to the total of 946 
 surplus spaces. In the Niagara Falls City within the elementary schools of Niagara Catholic these 
 numbers are the 08/09 numbers of the present year, so there may be a bit of a difference between 
 then and now. 
 
 6.  Proposed Boundary Changes:  James Woods  
 

So getting to the various proposals that have been made, this map shows the existing boundaries.  On 
December 3rd we met at Saint Paul for a Community Meeting, and then again we reconvened with 
the Ad Hoc committee, and again at a Community Public Meeting on December 9th at Saint 
Michael.  This map is a  combination from the presentations made at both schools which showed the 
coloured areas of change, and the yellow lines are the existing boundaries, so as you can see the 
existing boundary of Loretto Catholic going around would then give up the blue area to other 
schools. 

 
 St. Vincent de Paul would propose to give up this red area. 
 St. Michael Niagara on the Lake would give up this area. 
 St. Joseph would give up its entire area. 
 Cardinal Newman would give up this little piece. 
 Loretto Catholic this piece.  
 
 The new boundary changes those of this area formally Loretto Catholic would be St. Vincent de 
 Paul.   
 The red area of St. Vincent de Paul is proposed to go to Notre Dame.  
 The purple area of St. David’s was proposed to go to St. Gabriel.  
 St. Joseph was proposed to be divided between St. Mary, St. Patrick and Father Hennepin as was  the 
 recommendation of the ARC Committee. 
 
 The small area east of the QEW which currently is part of the Cardinal Newman boundary was 
 proposed to go over to Our Lady of Mount Carmel and St. Thomas More. This piece of Loretto 
 Catholic also to go to Our Lady of Mount Carmel and St. Thomas More and then the area between 
 Beaverdams and Lundy’s Lane all the way over to the Townline Road was proposed to go to the 
 Cardinal Newman area. 
 
 On December 15th we changed the recommendations based on all the input. We had discussions that 

remain with the committee.  The recommendations coming out December 15 proposal which are the 
current recommendations which will go to the next Ad Hoc meeting which is tomorrow at 5:00 at the 
Catholic Education Centre and then further recommendations will go to the Committee of the Whole 
meeting on Tuesday. This was the proposal of the meeting that will be presented tomorrow:  this 
piece of Loretto Catholic would move over to St. Vincent de Paul which is only 3 students, who 
currently probably go to St. Vincent de Paul. 
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 Cardinal Newman would take over this section between Beaverdams and Lundy’s Lane and St. 
 Joseph would be split between St. Mary, St. Patrick, and Father Hennepin which was originally 
 proposed by the ARC Committee of the Board. 
 
 We are no longer are we proposing to send the group from St. Vincent de Paul to Notre Dame. 
 We are not proposing to send the group from St. David’s to St. Gabriel.  
 We are not proposing to send this group from Cardinal Newman over to St. Thomas More, and we 
 are not proposing to send this area of students over to St. Thomas More over to Cardinal  Newman. 
 
 Before I talk about the Sacred Heart and the St. Joseph area, I wanted to mention the Secondary 
 Schools. The yellow lines are the existing elementary boundaries and the red line is the existing 
 boundary between Saint Paul and St. Michael.  Everything north of this red line, the high school 
 students currently go to Saint Paul, and all the high school students south of this red line go to St. 
 Michael. 
 
 If we were to keep the existing boundary, but change the elementary boundaries as proposed, then 
 we would have students that are going to St. Vincent de Paul from this area going to St. Michael,
 while the other students from St. Vincent de Paul to Saint Paul.  We would have students from this 
 area which would be attending Cardinal Newman.  After grade 8, this group of Cardinal Newman 
 would go to Saint Paul and this group would go to St. Michael. Similarly, this group of students  
 currently go to St. Michael now, so this group of students with the proposed new boundary 
 along Lundy’s Lane, whereas before it came up here and down, so that Cardinal Newman and its 
 entirety stays with Saint Paul. 
 
 St. Vincent de Paul stays with Saint Paul. 
 St. Mary stays with Saint Paul. 
 St. Patrick stays with Saint Paul. 
 So this group of students here which formally went to St. Michael, because they were part of St. 
 Joseph which will actually go to Saint Paul, and this group of high schools students which 
 actually went to St. Michael would also be going to Saint Paul. 
 
 The total of the number of students here refers to high school students in 08/09. 
 
 The other proposed change which is consistent with the previous proposal is that this area here 
 with six elementary students would become part of the Sacred Heart boundary so it would move 
 down to here. 
 
 Those six students would be part of the Sacred Heart community, currently; the majority of 
 them are going to Sacred Heart as out of boundary students. 
 
 So here are the enrolment projections after these changes are made:  
 St. Vincent de Paul will increase by three students which is pretty negligible.  There is a green 
 line below the red line which indicates the current boundary and the red line slightly up shows the 
 additional three students. On all these graphs there is a dash blue line which indicates where 
 enrolment would be should this particular school go with a full day with the Early Learning Program 
 for full day JK/SK.  
 
 Mary Ward there would be no change. 
 Notre Dame, no change. 
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 Cardinal Newman, the blue line in this case rises because they have gained five classrooms 
 and they occupy them now, so they have an increase capacity and that will allow for growth in the 
 boundary area. 
 St. Mary School would increase by 51 students which they can handle with their capacity. They 
 may need to add one portable for a while but may not depending on how the grade ratios work.  
 St. Patrick would increase their enrolment to a number that is a little nicer a little over 200 by 
 gaining  39 students but they would still be below the capacity to the building. 
 Loretto Catholic would decrease by 20 students as a result of the northern boundary to Lundy’s Lane 
 from Thorold Townline road.  It is a small decrease in enrolment but we still have a considerable 
 increase as we move through the years within five years we expect to see about 15 portables, so  we 
 still have to look at solutions for Loretto Catholic. 
 Our Lady of Mount Carmel there will be no change. 
 Father Hennepin would increase enrolment by 30 students from the St. Joseph area, but would still 
 be well above its capacity. 
 Sacred Heart would gain six students which would not make much difference. You can see the 
 increase in enrolment above capacity at  Sacred Heart and that is due to proposed development 
 happening in the Chippawa area. 
  
 Getting to the High Schools, St. Michael High School would decrease by forty-one students, so the 
 current boundary being red they are still well above the capacity of the building and will need 
 portables. 
 
 Saint Paul is in a declining enrolment situation would gain the forty-one students and stay above 
 capacity a bit longer. 
 
  Lee Ann reviewed the recommendations on December 15th for the public’s feedback.  
 
 Lee Ann described the six recommendations for boundary revisions. 
 
 The proposed boundary changes and maps with the names of the streets for both Elementary and 
 Secondary schools have been provided to determine whether parents have been affected by 
 boundary changes and whether anyone had a specific question about the changes. 
 
 Boundary changes included were Father Hennepin, St. Patrick, St. Mary, Loretto Catholic, Cardinal 
 Newman, St. Vincent de Paul, Sacred Heart, Saint Michael, and Saint Paul. 
 
 Reminder all this information will be posted tomorrow on the board website at 
 www.niagaracatholic.ca, as well as all the information that has been discussed at all of the Ad 
 Hoc attendance meetings.  This meeting will be posted on the website for your information. 
 
 We will now open it up for questions and comments, please come to the microphone and state your 
 name, your comment, and question. 
 

6. Questions, Comments and Recommendations from the Community 
 

Frank Mancuso: 
Question: I would like clarification on the letter.  The kids already going to Loretto will be out of 
bounds, will they be grandfathered? 
Answer: The committee is not at that stage of decision making, but that is being discussed. The 
students currently at the schools will remain at the schools. 
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Question: If that does occur; do you need to fill out an out of bounds form every year? 
Answer: No, once you are at the school and have been accepted by the principal in consultation with 
the super and have been approved for out of boundary for the reason stated.  You do not have to 
reapply every year. 
 
Question: When do you think a decision will be made? 
Answer: Probably after tomorrow night’s meeting.  That will be discussed, it is being recorded in the 
minutes, the question has been raised before, and it is a matter of the number of students and 
reviewing the OB students.   
 
Question: Loretto was overcapacity by 72 students, where would the enrolment figure would be - if 
the out of boundary students stayed? 
Answer: Loretto is more overcapacity than by 72 students.  The proposal was to move 72 students.  
The enrolment is approx 490; there are seven portables and 500 students.  That is the issue with the 
overcapacity at Loretto Mr. Woods has spoken about.  (James Woods reviewed the enrolment 
projection chart and the effect of enrolment through time.  We will be reaching almost 700 students 
by the year 2022.) 
 
Question: The figures are skewed, because by 2022 another school would have to be built.   
Answer: The data shows the status quo situation and if we do nothing, what the enrolment would be 
in 2022. 
 
Question: If you grandfather only the students that are already here, we would not reach 700 students 
by 2022. 
Answer: James Woods: If we don’t build another school or make a boundary change, yes we would.   
 
Question: You would grandfather in only the students here today. 
Answer: Correct, the other recommendation as you may recall is that no out of boundary exceptions 
will be accepted at St. Vincent de Paul, Cardinal Newman or Loretto Catholic effective September 
2010 if that is what the board approves.  There will be no more out of boundary exceptions because 
the three schools are at or overcapacity. If you are currently at the school, you are currently enrolled 
there. 
 
Mike Becaria 
Question: I want to clarify that when we are looking at the 17 students attending Loretto south of 
Lundy’s Lane in the Racey area, those kids, even though they are out of boundary and are presently 
attending Loretto. You are saying that they will not be required to attend Cardinal Newman?  That 
change is effective as of September 2010 that any families that move in are required to attend 
Cardinal Newman, but those that live in that area are not required to attend Cardinal Newman? 
If you are out of boundary or affected by the new boundary?  Those are two different situations.  
Either you are in boundary to the home school or you are at that school and you want to stay at that 
school but you are still an out of boundary student.   
Answer: With the boundary change you become in boundary to Cardinal Newman, so we are 
recommending that you move.   
 
Question: Those 17 kids won’t be required to move, they can stay at Loretto if they want? 
Answer: That is what the committee has to discuss tomorrow as a result of today’s feedback.   
 
Question: I am suggesting that because Loretto and Cardinal Newman are at capacity and this is to 
relieve pressure at Loretto, the 17 kids that are already there, is a tiny drop of water in the bucket in 
an ocean, and is not going to make much of a difference to Loretto. I am hoping they will have the 
opportunity to stay, and that the boundary will take place for any new enrolment starting in 2010 
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which would be the reasonable thing.  I can understand that the original 73 that were supposed to be 
moved would have made a big difference. Now we are talking 17, we are talking about a handful of 
kids. 
Answer: Thank you that is being recorded. 
 
Anna Racine presentation: (Printed as submitted by Anna Racine) 
My name is Anna Racine, and as Chair of the Catholic School Council of Saint Michael Catholic 
Secondary School, I have been asked on behalf of our Council to comment on the recommendations 
of your committee. 
 
I know and appreciate from attending the last two public meetings in N.F. that you have taken into 
consideration some of the public input that you have received at these meetings, particularly, as it 
relates to Loretto Catholic and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School, and you have accordingly 
made further changes to your recommendations as a result of this. 
 
At the last meeting, I expressed my concern about the loss of a feeder school for Saint Michael, 
being St. Joseph Elementary, which is 90 of their students who now would eventually feed into St. 
Paul, as well as the loss of 20 Loretto Students to Cardinal Newman and St. Vincent De Paul, who 
would in turn feed into St. Paul. This leaves us at a loss of 110 future students, as well as students 
that will be moving into these areas or who will be born in the future. 
 
To many parents who only have children in elementary school, this may not mean much to them in 
terms of how this would affect our secondary school. I want to reiterate again that the loss of 
students feeding into Saint Michael can have a drastic effect on our programming, as well as extra 
curricular activities.  This does not only impact our current students, but also those students who are 
still in elementary school that will be coming to Saint Michael. Just like when the enrolment of an 
elementary school is reduced, parents are told that certain programming and/or staff may be taken 
away from the school to reflect this, the same effect happens at the secondary level.  When you 
reduce the amount of students feeding into our school, current and future Mustangs which feel the 
effects of this. 
 
You may say what would a difference of 20 or 30 students that are lost per year make to our school.  
This amount can be the deciding factor as to whether a class can be offered by the school or not.  If 
you have 10 less students signing up for a class, there may not be enough students to run the class. 
Remember there are no split classes in secondary school.  If there are not enough students to fill a 
class, or to make a team, school administration has no choice but to make these cuts.  They have no 
choice in this matter; the numbers have to be there. 
 
As mentioned at the last meeting, the larger the high school’s population, the easier it is, to schedule 
choices, and offer multiple selections of courses, and extra-curricular activities.  
 
Saint Michael very much appreciates the fact that you are allowing current Grade 8 students from St. 
Joseph, who will be affected by the proposed boundary change, the opportunity to attend Saint 
Michael, rather than St. Paul, if they wish, and that transportation, if required, would be provided for 
them, as well as for the younger siblings of the Grade 8 student who will eventually attend Saint 
Michael.  Unfortunately, this is only available until the current Grade 8 student graduates from 
secondary school.  From what I understand, this would mean that the younger siblings will only 
receive this opportunity for a portion of their secondary education and once their older sibling 
graduates from Grade 12, transportation will be cut to the younger siblings.  We feel that if 
transportation is required for the younger siblings remaining at Saint Michael, that transportation 
also be continued for them, in order to complete their secondary education at Saint Michael.  This 
would prevent these students from having to change high schools in the middle of their high school 
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years, just because their older sibling has graduated from the school, and now they no longer have 
any transportation.  The same opportunity should be available to all siblings of the same family, if 
they so require it.  We would ask that you strongly consider this amendment to your recommendation 
#3. 

 
Also, as there is a proposal that 20 current students of Loretto Catholic now attend Cardinal Newman 
School and St. Vincent de Paul, we propose that these Grade 8 students be given the same 
opportunity as the St. Joseph’s students have been offered.  This would mean that the Grade 8 
students would be allowed to attend Saint Michael if they wish, and also be given transportation, if 
necessary, for any younger siblings which will attend Saint Michael in the future.  We also propose 
that if transportation is required for the younger siblings that it be continued until they graduate from 
secondary school.  In this way, any of these former Loretto students would be afforded the 
opportunity, if they wish, to attend high school with the rest of their fellow students that they have 
gone through elementary school with. We would ask that consideration be given to adding this as 
one of the recommendations of the attendance review committee.  
 
As mentioned by parents and senior staff at the last meeting, due to today’s economy, the past 
projection for growth around Saint Michael, which includes the Warren Woods subdivision, has not 
happened.  This fact has been supported by information from City Hall, so to say that the new 
development will make up for the students that are being lost cannot be used at the present time, or 
in the immediate future, unless there is solid evidence that this growth is in fact progressing on 
schedule.  If the unexpected does happen, and the growth does develop sooner than later, Saint 
Michael can accommodate this by the addition of a third floor. 
 
For years, many of our parents have wanted an answer to the following question.  Why has Cardinal 
Newman never been considered to be a feeder school of Saint Michael?  Cardinal Newman is located 
in the south end of Niagara Falls.  Saint Michael is located in the south end of the City, and St. Paul 
is located in the north end.  This is something we would like you to give careful consideration to in 
the future. 
 
As you know, at these meetings, some schools have numerous parents giving input, and some have 
only a few. By no means should this be seen that the other parents just do not care. I feel that equal 
consideration should to be given to all input, whether there are 20 or 30 people speaking on behalf of 
their school, or whether there is only one or two people speaking on behalf of their school. The one 
or two people are not only speaking on their behalf, but many times they have been asked to be the 
spokesperson on behalf of all members of the School Council, as well as other parents.  Therefore I 
am here not only to represent myself, but I am here to represent all of our Saint Michael families, as 
well as future Saint Michael families, and I can say, I am very honored to do so.  I hope that you will 
take our input into consideration when making your final decision, and I thank you for doing so.  
 
Frank Deluca 
Question: Two clarifications, you talked about a new out of bounds attendance area exception.  What 
does that consider?  Someone who is not in the area and is now asking to attend another school? 
Answer: Yes and the policy is going to be revised to reflect that. 
 
Question: If you are already an exception and you are in a different high school area, what school 
would you be attending?  I’ll use the example of my son, he goes to Loretto, but is in the Saint Paul 
area, what high school would he go to? 
Answer: If you have been attending Loretto, you have the opportunity to attend Saint Michael even 
though you are Out of Boundary. You will be allowed to continue with your out of boundary 
associate school.  The board has made that consideration.  Since you were granted Out of Boundary 
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in elementary, you would attach yourself to the secondary school that would be the out of boundary 
school, even though it is not in your residence area.  
 
Question: I would be responsible for transportation. 
Answer: That is correct, because you would be continuing out of boundary. 
 
Question: The 17 children from Cardinal Newman, five years ago, where were they suppose to be, 
part of Loretto at that time? 
Answer: Yes, there wasn’t very much out there at that time. 
 
Question: The Loretto projections, you talked about going up to 700 or 800, that’s based on the 
boundary area you have presently, or the future? 
Answer: The charts that I showed would be the result of making these adjustments.  The increase in 
enrolment through the years is the development. 
 
Question: If you could show Loretto and Cardinal Newman, at one point you will be going over 
capacity at Cardinal Newman, you will be adding 17 people to a school that is somewhat at capacity 
from a school that has even more capacity.   
Answer: Cardinal Newman is trending upwards as well, but we have already accommodated, by 
building four new classrooms.  James corrected, five new classrooms. 
 
Question: There has to be some consideration to adding to Loretto in the next 10 years.   
Answer:  Absolutely, we cannot make those changes now. 
 
Tareen Austin 
Question: In your projections, are you looking at new subdivisions Warren Woods and Fernwood?   
Answer: Yes, that is what you are looking at in the projection, the incline in the enrolment.   
 
Question: Are you looking at the incline when you are looking at the high schools?  You are basing 
the incline on the subdivisions being built? 
Answer: Yes, as well as the high school enrolments that are shown.  It is easy to see the high schools, 
because they just follow the elementary schools so when there is a declining enrolment like there is 
in the Saint Paul area, it is going to follow through in Saint Paul High School. 
 
Question: I am thinking in another five or ten years, if it wasn’t considering when Warren Woods 
was built, it is going to be huge, if you are going to be changing these boundaries, but your forecasts 
include this. 
Answer: These projections are including all of the changes that we know about in consultation with 
the municipalities and all the information we have to date. 
 
Jackie Pansino 
Question: If I understood Anna properly she was saying that any student in grade 8 at St Joseph 
currently now, are they definitely able to go to Saint Michael or is that still being discussed?  
Answer: One of the recommendations is that they will have an option.  Because St. Joseph is closing, 
recommendation 3, considers the students that are currently in Grade 8 or to Grade 12 who have 
been affected by the changes will have the option and will have transportation provided.   
 
Question: I agree with her that if you have another child, I have one in grade 8 and one in grade 5, by 
the time that is just going into high school is in grade 12, my younger one will be in one in grade 9 
will lose transportation when he reaches grade 10. 
Answer: That is correct, you understand it correctly.   
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Comment: I don’t agree, I think that siblings should be given transportation up until they finish grade 
12. 
 
No Name  
Question: The 17 students that we are talking about, if it is grandfathered and they are not required to 
go to Cardinal Newman, and the boundary change takes effect in 2010, so anybody moving into that 
area will be required to go to Cardinal Newman, will those 17 students still be provided with 
transportation or because the boundary has changed, bussing will be eliminated in that area?  What 
would happen with bussing situation there? 
Answer: These are considerations that the committee would have to look into as a result of your 
comments this evening because those decisions have not been made.  Technically with Out of 
Boundary, as you know, there is no transportation. 
 
Question: I just assumed because it is being grandfathered in, transportation would be provided.   
Answer: If that is the decision that the committee makes, yes.   
 
Question: If it is grandfathered in, there would be transportation,  
Answer: If they are in boundary, but not out of boundary.   
 
Question: At what point would an out of boundary exception decision need to be made?  Let’s say 
someone were to go to the extreme and would sell their house to stay in that neighbourhood.  Let’s 
say that someone was to sell their house and it takes six months or a year and come September the 
house hasn’t been sold yet would that be grounds for consideration but the intention would be to 
move into that area.  I would consider selling my house so we could stay at Loretto.  Would that be 
considered an exception? 
Answer: It would have to go through the Principal and the Superintendent. 
 
Mark Primerano 
I support your proposed recommendation for the St. Vincent de Paul borders and keeping them in 
tact in the area of Montrose Road as well as a lot of other families in that area. 
 
Dr. Gregg Kirchefer: 
I am in the St. Vincent de Paul area and I strongly support the way it is now.  The board should be 
looking at how many kids who are attending St. Vincent de Paul who are out of boundary.  One of 
the major issues with me is that our kids are within walking distance of St. Vincent de Paul, and to 
have them move to another school where they would have to be bussed or walk especially across the 
QEW is a dangerous situation.  My kids can walk to St. Vincent de Paul as they get older.  The out of 
boundary kids may be taking up those 42 seats that rightfully belong to kids that are in the 
boundaries.  I would like to personally know how many kids are out of boundary and attend St. 
Vincent de Paul.   That whole idea of transparency I would like to know that number because if they 
are extremely high because they are taking away seats from my children who are within boundary 
and to say that just because they have been granted permission they don’t have to leave when my 
kids do, when they should be rightfully there. It is a major issue and I would like the board to really 
to look at that issue.  Right now, I strongly support the way it is now and I think out kids in that area 
should go to St. Vincent de Paul and belong at St. Vincent de Paul.   
 
Marian Baddersby 
First of all, my kids attend St. Michael NOTL, and I realize that we are off the table as boundary 
change for now but I am concerned because I don’t think that this committee has clarified clearly 
how St. Michael ended up in the boundary review anyway. I know we have had this discussion 
individually but at some point this attendance committee needs to get together wit the SC attendance 
committee because we were of the understanding (NOTL Catholic supporters) that we fell under the 
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board planning with the SC family of schools and when this proposal was originally presented on 
November 27th we were told that it was because we had excess students at St. Michael and empty 
space in Niagara Falls and I have sat now at three meetings and I see that there is lots of empty space 
in the urban boundary within Niagara Falls, and I am even more puzzled how it is plausible that you 
would take some kids from NOTL and bring them up the hill.  The other concern I have is that even 
though at the beginning of this meeting we were told that people on the committee came to the 
committee with history and understanding and I may not have some of the planning documents or 
the right funding terms correct because trying to clarify since December 3rd there has been someone 
quite ill at the Ministry Regional office in London, Becky Menzies and she has not returned my 
phone calls. I did speak to public health.  My understanding is that approximately four years ago, full 
day everyday senior kindergarten was implemented at St Michael elementary based on some studies 
done through public health and Best Start. Lee Ann you were Superintendent at the time.  I know 
that some documentation came out to do with Early Years Centres, that for some reason in NOTL we 
had  poor school readiness scores.  It wasn’t our school in particular, it was the Municipality of 
NOTL as a whole it was a public health study.  As a whole, Niagara Catholic jumped up to the plate 
and applied for some funding.  I have had two scenarios I have been told it was Best Start and I’ve 
been told it came from BEC, but no one can tell me where money came from. Approximately 4 years 
ago, the Catholic board said, and I believe you, that you were interested in improving academic 
success in the early grades in NOTL and you got some funding and we had full day SK.  The 
concern is on the 15th of December when you agreed to take our possible boundary change off the 
table; Mr. Crocco said it may mean that we might not be considered for FD JK.   I understand that 
the Ministry already told you if you’ve got to build a new classroom you are not going to be a 
priority for JK everyday.  I understand that piece but at the same time it looks like that you are doing 
boundary reviews in an area that historically in NOTL we haven’t not been put into, that someone 
has forgotten about the academic planning in NOTL.  So, if four years ago we needed full day senior 
kindergarten to get our school readiness scores up or better or improved, whatever you want to say, I 
just find it ironic that simply now because of a boundary review that full day junior kindergarten 
would not become a priority and I don’t think that there could be much planning or changes have 
been done because those kids that started with full day every day SK are just know currently in grade 
3. So if you are going to use EQAO results as your kind of final determining, those kids haven’t even 
written it yet. I would just like to point out that it is fine to do a boundary review. We are really glad 
that you are changing your mind, but don’t forget some of the other things that have been done at St. 
Michael in the past. If we are being moved over to Niagara Falls Family of Schools for some 
planning, but not for high school because our kids go to Holy Cross I think you need to let us know 
what is going on. I don’t expect answers tonight obviously or even tomorrow but at your committee 
meeting.  I know Ed you are on the ballot, and I think that  what happened is when the two boards 
amalgamated, you took NOTL voters and put us on the NF for voting purposes, because it justified 
having more trustees and it makes perfect sense to me, but when the planning for actual schools and 
where our kids and where they end up for high school that never changed the old Lincoln County, 
NOTL kids went to St. Vincent, St. Mike’s, Holy Cross and we still do so we talk to our trustees 
when we get really upset but for our planning I know we go to Holy Cross.  Okay? 
 
Answer: John Dekker responded:  I’d like to say that the JK scenario is not a result of looking at any 
boundary changes.  It’s just a matter of fact that if there is no space at the school there is no 
immediate change to full day SK or JK but that is not to say that it is not going to happen.  The 
Government does have plans to actually build …it is going to be a matter of room.  Some schools are 
small and have small land sites that you cannot build onto.  We are going to have to deal with them 
differently. Every school is pretty much different.  It is not to say that it isn’t going to happen, or that 
we are not in support of it.  The trustees are in support.  I can guarantee you that 8 out of 8 trustees 
are in favour of having full day Senior and Junior kindergarten at every school, there is no doubt in 
my mind of that. 
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Question: The community needs to hear that if we do not get full day JK, it is not because we jumped 
up and screamed because you were going to change our boundaries.  For planning purposes, when 
that statement was made on the 15th, some people were concerned.  My main question is that at some 
point you are going to sort it out for the community.  Do we need to attend both attendance 
committees? 
Answer: You have to take it into context.  We still haven’t heard from the Ministry which schools 
have been designated for full day JK SK and we hope to hear this month.  We have to make some 
decisions this month because we have enrolment in February.  Thank you for bringing it up. 
 
R. Fabiano 
Question: My question is more towards bussing.  There was some talk that bussing was going to 
change as well.  For instance, I am in the Father Hennepin district and there was some talk that there 
was going to be bussing changes because of boundary changes.  I have two children, one who will be 
in JK and will receive bussing and one which will be in grade 1 who will have to walk. 
Answer: The transportation will be looked at after the board approves the boundary changes; all of 
that information has to go to transportation.  There are differences for JK and SK students with the 
distance which is different when they become a grade 1 student.  It changes from .8 to 1.6 for a grade 
one student. 
 
Aleshia Fabiano 
Question: You expect a grade five student to walk from where we are, go around to a main 
intersection that has I don’t know how many accidents, one just today and walk to Father Hennepin.  
Why does a grade one student a five year old have to walk around to McLeod walk across McLeod 
and Drummond all the way down to Father Hennepin?   
Answer: This is a boundary meeting, not a transportation meeting.  In terms of your residence and 
your transportation, if the student is in grade 1 it is 1.6 km distance.  The board approved the change 
in April 2009 from 1.5 km to 1.6 km.  It was not due to boundary changes; it was a separate issue.  It 
was changed to get into line with the rest of the province, and we were substandard.  We were closer 
than anyone else and we were 1 million dollars over budget in our transportation costs.   
 
Question: I can see that because you have JK and SK students that are taking up a bus that has five 
students.  The busses that come into my area are totally full, morning and afternoon and now you are 
taking away those students in my area, still a bus.  It makes no sense to have a JK student and sibling 
to have to walk.   
Answer: You should talk about your situation with you Principal.  Have you talked to Mr. Montague 
about your situation? 
 
Question: Yes, and we have to come up with some safety precautions. I don’t know why, a five year 
old is walking across a main intersection. 
Answer: The situation is that there is a board policy.  It is 1.6 km, and unless the safety hazard is 
railway tracks or the QEW or a major highway or another identified safety hazard, then the student is 
not eligible for transportation, and that is a policy that applies to the Catholic and the public board. 
 
Question: So what would McLeod Road be?  A four lane road, they have radar all the time, so it is 
obviously like a highway. 
Answer: It is a regional road.  This is a transportation issue, not a boundary issue. 
 
Question: When will we be able to discuss that – transportation issues for any area? 
Answer: That is after the board approves the boundary changes; the Niagara Student Transportation 
Services will look at the boundary changes and set up the routes accordingly. 
 
I’d suggest that you call Mr. Nieuwesteeg. We handle a lot of transportation issues. 
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Shawn O’Brien 
Question: I have a comment about portables, seven portables here 15 portables here, 22 portables 
that are caused by closing St. Joseph which is the most award winning school in the district.  I called 
Mr. Dekker, I was trying to have my children stay in the St. Joseph boundary. I was trying to keep 
them in St. Joseph.  Mr. Dekker supported them changing boundaries for no reason against policy 
and at that time John Crocco was the Superintendent of the area and supported a boundary change 
for no good reason and I was wondering do you still support that or are you going to enforce the 
policies now with regard to boundaries?  The conversation was two years ago.  Will you support the 
policies or can we chose which school our children go to? 
Answer: The policies will have clout.  I don’t recall your particular circumstances.   
 
Neil O’Shaughnassy 
Question: I am in the area of the 17 kids.  I want to say that I also support the grandfathering option 
of the 17 kids, failing that I’d like to propose that there is a boundary change.  That neighbourhood is 
a crescent and is bordered by campgrounds and a ravine, it is self contained.   Failing that 
grandfathering clause, that specific neighbourhood should be self contained. 
Answer: We will take the information that we received tonight and make our recommendation at 
tomorrow’s Ad Hoc Committee meeting which will take place at 5:00 at the Catholic Education 
Centre.  We will be making that recommendation to the Committee of the Whole at next Tuesday’s 
meeting.  The final decision will be made on January 26, 2010 and there will be letters going out to 
each community in Niagara Falls to explain the changes. 
 

7. Adjournment  8:35 pm 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes of the 
Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and St. Joseph 
(Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School, Niagara-
On-The-Lake Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee of January 6, 2010, as presented. 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6TH, 2010 

 
  
Minutes of the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and St. Joseph 
(Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School (NOTL), Ad Hoc 
Attendance Area Review Committee Meeting held on Wednesday, January 6th, 2010, at 5:00 p.m. in the 
Father Kenneth Burns csc Board Room, at the Catholic Education Centre, 427 Rice Road, Welland.   
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:10 p.m. 
 
1. Opening Prayer 
 
 The opening prayer was led by Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells. 
 
2. Attendance 
 

The following were in attendance: 
John Dekker, Trustee, Committee Chairperson 
Ed Nieuwesteeg, Trustee  
John Crocco, Director of Education 
Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education, Resource to Committee 
James Woods, Controller of Plant 
Kathy Levinski, Manager of Plant 
2 Members of the Public 
 
Absent:  Frank Fera, Trustee 

 
3. Approval of Agenda 

 
Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg 

THAT the Agenda for the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. 
George and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic 
Elementary School (NOTL) Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee Meeting be approved 
as presented. 

CARRIED 
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4. Approval of the Minutes 
 

Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg 
THAT the minutes for the for Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. 
George and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic 
Elementary School (NOTL) Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee Meeting of December 
15, 2009 be approved as presented. 

CARRIED 
 

5. Discussion of Feedback from Town Hall Meeting of January 5, 2010 
 

St. Patrick/St. Mary Boundary 
There is a concern that the proposed boundary change was miscommunicated to the community of St. 
Joseph because two different maps have been presented to them.  One map showed the students in the 
area bounded by Slater/Magdalen, Ferry, Stanley and Hwy 420 should be going to St. Patrick and 
another map showed the students in the area bounded by Slater/Magdalen, Ferry, Stanley and Hwy 
420 should be going to St. Mary. There are approximately 15 students in the area, some of which 
have indicated to the Principal, Mr. Lafontaine, a desire to attend St. Patrick.  The desire of the 
committee is to rectify the situation and the proposals included:  leave the boundary as it was 
presented to the St. Joseph Community on November 30, 2009 with the option to send students to St. 
Patrick and revisit the boundary in the future; retain the boundary and permit families currently in the 
area to attend St. Mary with bussing provided and send new residents to St. Patrick.  Staff was asked 
to review the costs of moving the students in the area to St. Mary instead of St. Patrick including 
transportation and a portable, if required.   
 
St. Michael NOTL 
There was community input regarding a concern felt by the parents that if there wasn’t a boundary 
change involving their school to alleviate enrolment pressure, then they would not be getting full day 
learning.  The parent who brought up the concern spoke to staff after the meeting and was assured 
that all schools would be getting full day learning over several years.  The parent was satisfied with 
the discussion. 
 
Saint Michael High School 
The School Council Chair brought up concerns that a significant number of students would be lost by 
a change to the boundary for Saint Michael High School and that programs could not be provided.  
This is not the case.  The boundary change would reduce the enrolment at Saint Michael High School 
by about 41 students.   The enrolment maintained would still be significantly above the school 
capacity and would be well within the number to provide all programs to students.  If the enrolment 
increases significantly, there will be portable pressures as the school has the maximum limit of 
portables on its property.  The Board may have to pursue an exemption with the City of Niagara Falls 
for additional portables. 
 
Out of Boundary 
There were many suggestions at the Town Hall Meeting to return out of boundary students to their 
home schools, particularly those attending Loretto Catholic. 
 
Cardinal Newman 
There is a small area west of Cardinal Newman Catholic Elementary School in the current Loretto 
Catholic boundary with 17 students where the parents would prefer to have their children continue at 
Loretto Catholic.  These students are being bussed to Loretto Catholic, but would be able to walk to 
Cardinal Newman if the boundary was changed.  The Board would have to request a crossing guard 
from the City of Niagara Falls. 
 
Grandfathering and Transportation 
There were a number of recommendations from parents to grandfather students in proposed areas of 
boundary changes and to provide transportation to their current school. 
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6. Discussion of Recommendations of Proposed Boundary Changes for the report to the Committee 
of the Whole:  January 12, 2010: 

 
The proposed boundary revisions were reviewed: 
1.    THAT the St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School proposed boundary changes as recommended 
through the Pupil Accommodation Review (PAR), and as approved by the Board motion of May 
26th, 2009 with students transferred to St.  Patrick, St. Mary, and Father Hennepin Catholic 
Elementary Schools for September 2010 be maintained. 
 
2. THAT upon further consideration by the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of 
Schools / St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools, and St. Michael Catholic 
Elementary School (NOTL), Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee that the following 
proposed boundary changes occur for St. Vincent de Paul, Loretto Catholic, Cardinal Newman, and 
Sacred Heart Catholic Elementary Schools and for Saint Michael and Saint Paul Catholic Secondary 
Schools effective September 2010. 
 
3. THAT students, who are currently in Grades 8 to Grade 12, who are currently residing in the St. 
Joseph Catholic Elementary School (NF) or Loretto Catholic Elementary School attendance area and 
have been affected by the proposed elementary or secondary boundary changes will have 
transportation provided to either St. Paul or St. Michael Catholic high schools until graduation.  If 
required, transportation will continue for their sibling(s) until the current grade 8 student graduates 
from secondary school. 
 
4. THAT, the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St.George and St. Joseph 
(Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School NOTL, Ad Hoc 
Attendance Area Review Committee of the Board continue to review the attendance boundaries for 
all elementary and secondary schools in Niagara Falls and Niagara-on-the-Lake with an annual report 
to the Board.  
 
5. THAT, new requests for attendance area exceptions will be reviewed in accordance with Board 
Policy/Guidelines 301.1, Admission of Students.  Attendance area exceptions will not be granted to 
students who wish to attend St. Vincent de Paul, Cardinal Newman and Loretto Catholic except for 
the purpose of keeping siblings together within the same school. 
 
6. THAT, Senior Staff will review Board Policy/Guidelines 301.1, Admission of Students, within 
the current Policy and Administrative Guideline Review Process. 

 
The committee agreed that the boundary description for St. Mary and St. Patrick would be changed to 
show Magdalen Street instead of Stanley Avenue as the westerly boundary for the group of students 
moving to St. Patrick. 
 
7. Approval of the Recommendations 
 

Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg 
THAT the recommendations of the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of 
Schools/St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael 
Catholic Elementary School (NOTL) Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee be approved 
as revised. 

CARRIED 
 

8. Other: 
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9. Adjournment: 

 
The Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) 
Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School (NOTL) Ad Hoc 
Attendance Area Meeting Review Committee Meeting adjourned at 5:50 p.m.  

 
 
 



C3

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 
 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: UNAPPROVED MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE 

WHOLE MEETING OF JANUARY 12, 2010 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes of the 
Committee of the Whole Meeting of January 12, 2010, as presented. 

 

The following recommendations are being presented for the Board’s consideration from the 
Committee of the Whole Meeting of January 12, 2010. 
 
3.1 Approval of Policies 
 
 3.1.1  Admission of Students Policy Interim Administrative Guidelines 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Admissions of 
Students Policy (301.1), as presented. 

 
 3.1.2  Safe Schools Policy: Interim Bullying Prevention and Intervention Policy  
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve Safe Schools Policy: 
Interim Bullying Prevention and Intervention Policy (302.6.8), as presented. 

 
 3.1.3 Safe Schools Policy: Interim Progressive Student Discipline Policy  
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Safe Schools Policy: 
Interim Progressive Student Discipline Policy (302.6.9), as presented 

 
3.2 Report of the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George 

and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary 
School, Niagara-on-the-Lake Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee__________ 

 
THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Niagara Catholic District School 
Board receive the report of the Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee for the 
Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/ St. George and St. Joseph 
(Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School 
Niagara-on-the-Lake and approve the recommendations as presented. 
 



 
1. THAT the St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School proposed boundary changes as 

recommended through the Pupil Accommodation Review (PAR), and as approved by 
the Board motion of May 26, 2009 with students transferred to St.  Patrick, St. Mary, 
and Father Hennepin Catholic Elementary Schools for September 2010 be maintained. 

 
THAT the new boundary description for St. Patrick Catholic Elementary School be 
described as: 
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to 
South: Newman Hill (centerline) to Magdalen St. (and its projection) to Slater Ave. 
to Roberts St. 
West: MacDonald St to Stamford St to Florence Ave to Rosedale Ave to Sixth Ave 
(excluding) to the CNR to  
North:  to the Queenston Chippawa Power Canal to the point of commencement on the 
Niagara River 
THAT the new boundary for St. Mary Catholic Elementary School be described as:  
East: Commencing on Sixth Ave to Rosedale Ave (excluding) to Florence Ave 
(excluding) to Stamford St (excluding) to MacDonald St (excluding) to Roberts St. 
(centerline) 
South: Slater Ave (centerline) to Magdalen St. (centerline) to Victoria Avenue. 
(centerline)   
West:  Ferry St. to Lundy’s Lane to Glenholme to  
North:  the QEW to the CNR to Thorold Stone Rd (centerline) to Stanley Ave 
(centerline) to the CNR to the point of commencement on Sixth Ave 
 
THAT the new boundary description for Father Hennepin Catholic Elementary 
School be described as: 
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to 
South: Corfield St (and its projection) to Stanley Ave to the Welland River to 
West: Wilson Cres (and its projection) to McLeod Rd to Dell Ave (and its projection) 
to the power transmission lines to Drummond Rd to Culp Street to Franklin Ave 
North:  to Lundy’s Lane to Ferry Ave. (and its projection) to the point of 
commencement on the Niagara River 
 

2. THAT upon further consideration by the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary 
Family of Schools/St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools 
Attendance Area Ad Hoc Committee that the following proposed boundary changes 
occur for St. Vincent de Paul, Loretto Catholic, Cardinal Newman, and Sacred Heart 
Catholic Elementary Schools and for Saint Michael and Saint Paul Catholic Secondary 
Schools effective September 2010. 

 
St. Vincent de Paul  
East:  Commencing on the QEW to  
South:  Alpine Drive (and its projection and including all cul de sacs off of Alpine - 
Yvette, Kathleen and Valerie) to Kalar Road (centerline) to Beaverdams Road 
(centerline), 
West: Thorold Townline Road (centerline) to the City Boundary (Niagara Falls & 
Thorold) to  
North: The City boundary (Niagara Falls & Niagara-on-the-Lake) to the point of 
commencement on the QEW. 
 
Loretto Catholic  
East: Commencing on Montrose Road (centerline) at Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to 
South: McLeod Road (centerline) to  
West: City Boundary (Niagara Falls and Thorold) to  
North: Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to the point of commencement on Montrose Road. 



  
Cardinal Newman  
East: Commencing on the QEW to 
South: Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to  
West:  Thorold Townline Road (centerline) to 
North: Beaverdams to Kalar Road (centerline) to the projection of Alpine Drive 
(excluding all cul de sacs off of Alpine – Yvette, Kathleen, Valerie – and its 
projection) to the point of commencement on the QEW  
 
Sacred Heart  
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to  
South: to Bossert Road (excluding – and  its projection) to King Road (excluding) to 
Bossert Road (excluding) to Beck Road (excluding) to Shisler Road  (excluding) to  
West: the township lot line between lots 5 and 6 (Morris Road) to  
North: the Welland River to Stanley Ave. (excluding) to Corfield St. (excluding – and 
its projection) to the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 
 
Saint Michael High School  
East: Commencing on the Niagara River 
South: Netherby Road (excluding) 
West: the Canada Southern Railway to the Lyons Creek to the township lot line 
between lots 5 and 6 (between Morris and Crowland Roads) to the Welland River to 
the City Boundary (Niagara Falls and Thorold) to  
North:  Lundy's Lane (centerline) east to the QEW to 420 Hwy. to Glenhome Ave. 
(centerline) to south to Lundy’s Lane (centerline) east along Lundy’s Lane to 
Ferry (and its projection) to the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 
 
Saint Paul High School 
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to  
South: to Victoria Avenue to Ferry St. (and its projection) to Lundy’s Lane 
(centerline) to Glenholme Ave. (centerline) to 420 Hwy. to  
West: QEW (centerline) south to Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to Thorold Townline 
Road (centerline) to  
North: the City Boundary (Niagara Falls and Thorold and Niagara Falls & Niagara on 
the Lake) to the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 

 
3. THAT students, who are currently in Grades 8 to Grade 12, who are currently residing in 

the St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School (NF) or the Loretto Catholic Elementary School 
attendance area and have been affected by the proposed elementary or secondary boundary 
changes will have transportation provided to either St. Paul or St. Michael Catholic High 
Schools in Niagara Falls until graduation.  If required, transportation will continue for their 
sibling(s) until the current grade 8 student graduates from secondary school. 
 

4. THAT, the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and St. 
Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools Attendance Area Ad Hoc Committee 
continue to review the attendance boundaries for all elementary and secondary schools in 
Niagara Falls and Niagara-on-the-Lake with an annual report to the Board.  
 

5. THAT, new requests for attendance area exceptions will be reviewed in accordance with 
Board Policy/Guidelines 301.1, Admission of Students.  Attendance area exceptions will 
not be granted to students who wish to attend St. Vincent de Paul, Cardinal Newman and 
Loretto Catholic except for the purpose of keeping siblings together within the same 
school. 
 

6. THAT, Senior Staff will review Board Policy/Guidelines 301.1, Admission of Students, 
within the current Policy and Administrative Guideline Review Process. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 
 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 12, 2010 
 

  
 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee of the Whole of the Niagara Catholic District School Board, 
held on Tuesday, January 12, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. in the Father Kenneth Burns csc Board Room, at the 
Catholic Education Centre, 427 Rice Road, Welland.   
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Vice-Chairperson Dekker. 
 
A. ROUTINE MATTERS  
 

1. Opening Prayer 
 
 Opening Prayers were led by Chairperson Burtnik. 

 
Roll Call 
 

Trustee 

Pr
es

en
t 

 
A

bs
en

t 

Ex
cu

se
d 

John Belcastro   

Kathy Burtnik   

Maurice Charbonneau   

Gary Crole  

John Dekker   

Frank Fera   

Ed Nieuwesteeg   

Tony Scalzi   

Student Trustees   

Juliana Ciccarelli   

Megan Grocholsky   

 
The following staff were in attendance 

John Crocco, Director of Education; Yolanda Baldasaro, Rob Ciarlo, Lee Ann 
Forsyth-Sells, Frank Iannantuono, Superintendents of Education; Larry Reich, 
Superintendent of Business & Financial Services; James Woods, Controller of Plant; 
Khayyam Syne, Administrator of Staff Development; Mark Lefebvre, Administrator of 
School Effectiveness; Jennifer Brailey, Manager of Board Services and Communications; 
Sherry Morena, Recording Secretary 
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3. Approval of the Agenda 
 

Moved by Trustee Scalzi 
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Agenda of the Committee of the Whole 
Meeting of January 12, 2010, as presented. 
CARRIED 

 
 4. Disclosure of Interest 

 
No Disclosures of Interest were declared with any items on the agenda. 

 
5. Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of December 1, 2009 
 

Moved by Trustee Belcastro 
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Minutes of the Committee of the Whole 
Meeting of December 1, 2009, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 
B. PRESENTATIONS  
 
C. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS  
 

1. Policy Committee 
 

1.1 Unapproved Minutes 
 Policy Committee Meeting – January 12, 2010 
 

Moved by Trustee Burtnik  
THAT the Committee of the Whole receive the unapproved Minutes of the Policy 
Committee Meeting of January 12, 2010, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 
1.2 Policies 
 

1.2.1 Admission of Students Policy (301.1) (Reviewed)  
  Interim Administrative  Guidelines___________    
 

Director Crocco presented the Admission of Students Policy and Interim 
Administrative Guidelines, and indicated the changes that were made as a result 
of the January 12, 2010, Policy Committee Meeting.  This Policy is currently 
being vetted. 
 
Moved by Trustee Charbonneau 

THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Niagara Catholic 
District School Board approve the Admissions of Students Policy (301.1), as 
presented. 

 CARRIED 
 
1.2.2 Safe Schools Policy: Interim Bullying Prevention  
  and Intervention Policy (302.6.8)______________ 
  

Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education/Human Resources, presented 
the Admission of Students Policy and Interim Administrative Guidelines, and 
highlighted the changes.  This Policy is currently being vetted. 
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Moved by Trustee Scalzi 
THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Niagara Catholic 
District School Board approve the Interim Bullying Prevention and 
Intervention Policy (302.6.8), as presented. 

CARRIED 
 

1.2.3 Safe Schools Policy: Interim Progressive Student Discipline Policy (302.6.9) 
 

Superintendent Iannantuono presented the Admission of Students Policy and 
Interim Administrative Guidelines, and highlighted the changes.  This Policy is 
currently being vetted. 
 
Moved by Trustee Scalzi 

THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Niagara Catholic 
District School Board approve the Interim Progressive Student Discipline 
Policy, as presented. 

 CARRIED 
 
1.3  Policy Development Update 
 
 Director Crocco presented the Policy Development Update.   
 

2. Report of Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee for the Niagara Falls Elementary   
  and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary  
  Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School , Niagara-on-the-Lake____________  

 
James Woods, Controller of Plant presented the report of the Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review 
Committee for the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and 
St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School , 
Niagara-on-the-Lake. 
 
Mr. Woods stated that the Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee, which was mandated 
as a result of the Pupil Accommodation Review (PAR) Report by Senior Staff presented to the 
Board at the May 26, 2009 Board Meeting, considered the following information prior to 
making a recommendation to the Committee of the Whole; Current student population in all 
schools; Projected student population growth in all schools for the next fifteen years; Number of 
surplus spaces in all schools; Number of portables at all schools; Current existing boundaries of 
all schools; Recommendations and feedback from Senior Staff, Principal and Vice-Principals, 
Parents/Guardians, and Members of the Community during the consultation process about 
proposed boundary changes; Information from the City of Niagara Falls regarding potential 
growth and development in Niagara Falls; Realignment of transportation routes for students; 
and Full Day Early Learning Programs (FD ELP) for 4 and 5 year old pupils 
 
Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg 

THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Niagara Catholic District School 
Board receive the report of the Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee for the 
Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/ St. George and St. Joseph 
(Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School 
Niagara-on-the-Lake and approve the recommendations as presented. 
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1. THAT the St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School proposed boundary changes as 
recommended through the Pupil Accommodation Review (PAR), and as approved by 
the Board motion of May 26, 2009 with students transferred to St.  Patrick, St. Mary, 
and Father Hennepin Catholic Elementary Schools for September 2010 be maintained. 

 
THAT the new boundary description for St. Patrick Catholic Elementary School be 
described as: 
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to 
South: Newman Hill (centerline) to Magdalen St. (and its projection) to Slater 
Ave. to Roberts St. 
West: MacDonald St to Stamford St to Florence Ave to Rosedale Ave to Sixth Ave 
(excluding) to the CNR to  
North:  to the Queenston Chippawa Power Canal to the point of commencement on 
the Niagara River 
THAT the new boundary for St. Mary Catholic Elementary School be described as:  
East: Commencing on Sixth Ave to Rosedale Ave (excluding) to Florence Ave 
(excluding) to Stamford St (excluding) to MacDonald St (excluding) to Roberts St. 
(centerline) 
South: Slater Ave (centerline) to Magdalen St. (centerline) to Victoria Avenue. 
(centerline)   
West:  Ferry St. to Lundy’s Lane to Glenholme to  
North:  the QEW to the CNR to Thorold Stone Rd (centerline) to Stanley Ave 
(centerline) to the CNR to the point of commencement on Sixth Ave 

 
THAT the new boundary description for Father Hennepin Catholic Elementary 
School be described as: 
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to 
South: Corfield St (and its projection) to Stanley Ave to the Welland River to 
West: Wilson Cres (and its projection) to McLeod Rd to Dell Ave (and its projection) 
to the power transmission lines to Drummond Rd to Culp Street to Franklin Ave 
North:  to Lundy’s Lane to Ferry Ave. (and its projection) to the point of 
commencement on the Niagara River 
 

2. THAT upon further consideration by the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary 
Family of Schools/St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools 
Attendance Area Ad Hoc Committee that the following proposed boundary changes 
occur for St. Vincent de Paul, Loretto Catholic, Cardinal Newman, and Sacred Heart 
Catholic Elementary Schools and for Saint Michael and Saint Paul Catholic 
Secondary Schools effective September 2010. 
 
St. Vincent de Paul  
East:  Commencing on the QEW to  
South:  Alpine Drive (and its projection and including all cul de sacs off of Alpine - 
Yvette, Kathleen and Valerie) to Kalar Road (centerline) to Beaverdams Road 
(centerline), 
West: Thorold Townline Road (centerline) to the City Boundary (Niagara Falls & 
Thorold) to  
North: The City boundary (Niagara Falls & Niagara-on-the-Lake) to the point of 
commencement on the QEW. 
 
Loretto Catholic  
East: Commencing on Montrose Road (centerline) at Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to 
South: McLeod Road (centerline) to  
West: City Boundary (Niagara Falls and Thorold) to  
North: Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to the point of commencement on Montrose 
Road. 
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Cardinal Newman  
East: Commencing on the QEW to 
South: Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to  
West:  Thorold Townline Road (centerline) to 
North: Beaverdams to Kalar Road (centerline) to the projection of Alpine Drive 
(excluding all cul de sacs off of Alpine – Yvette, Kathleen, Valerie – and its 
projection) to the point of commencement on the QEW  
 
Sacred Heart  
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to  
South: to Bossert Road (excluding – and  its projection) to King Road (excluding) 
to Bossert Road (excluding) to Beck Road (excluding) to Shisler Road  (excluding) to  
West: the township lot line between lots 5 and 6 (Morris Road) to  
North: the Welland River to Stanley Ave. (excluding) to Corfield St. (excluding – and 
its projection) to the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 
 
Saint Michael High School  
East: Commencing on the Niagara River 
South: Netherby Road (excluding) 
West: the Canada Southern Railway to the Lyons Creek to the township lot line 
between lots 5 and 6 (between Morris and Crowland Roads) to the Welland River to 
the City Boundary (Niagara Falls and Thorold) to  
North:  Lundy's Lane (centerline) east to the QEW to 420 Hwy. to Glenhome 
Ave. (centerline) to south to Lundy’s Lane (centerline) east along Lundy’s Lane 
to Ferry (and its projection) to the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 
 
Saint Paul High School 
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to  
South: to Victoria Avenue to Ferry St. (and its projection) to Lundy’s Lane 
(centerline) to Glenholme Ave. (centerline) to 420 Hwy. to  
West: QEW (centerline) south to Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to Thorold Townline 
Road (centerline) to  
North: the City Boundary (Niagara Falls and Thorold and Niagara Falls & Niagara on 
the Lake) to the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 
 

3. THAT students, who are currently in Grades 8 to Grade 12, who are currently 
residing in the St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School (NF) or the Loretto Catholic 
Elementary School attendance area and have been affected by the proposed 
elementary or secondary boundary changes will have transportation provided to either 
St. Paul or St. Michael Catholic High Schools in Niagara Falls until graduation.  If 
required, transportation will continue for their sibling(s) until the current grade 8 
student graduates from secondary school. 
 

4. THAT, the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George 
and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools Attendance Area Ad Hoc 
Committee continue to review the attendance boundaries for all elementary and 
secondary schools in Niagara Falls and Niagara-on-the-Lake with an annual report to 
the Board.  

 
5. THAT, new requests for attendance area exceptions will be reviewed in accordance 

with Board Policy/Guidelines 301.1, Admission of Students.  Attendance area 
exceptions will not be granted to students who wish to attend St. Vincent de Paul, 
Cardinal Newman and Loretto Catholic except for the purpose of keeping siblings 
together within the same school. 
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6. THAT, Senior Staff will review Board Policy/Guidelines 301.1, Admission of 
Students, within the current Policy and Administrative Guideline Review Process. 

CARRIED 
 
3. Crown Ward Education Championship Team 
 

Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education welcomed David Pihach, Administrator: 
Student Success, who presented the report on the Crown Ward Education Championship Team.  
He stated that the Ministry of Education has developed a newly formed Crown Ward Education 
Championship Team which includes Family and Children’s Services; the Niagara Catholic 
District School Board; the District School Board of Niagara, Brock University, Niagara College 
and the two local French School Boards.  These groups will share their expertise and expand the 
service and support continuum; as well as improve the ability of youth with Crown wardship 
status and their social workers, foster parents or caregivers to understand, navigate and use the 
services and supports available to them. 

 
4. Student Voice Initiative - SpeakUp Projects 
 

Superintendent Baldasaro asked Administrator Pihach to elaborated on the report regarding the 
Student Voice Initiative - SpeakUp Projects.  In May 2008, Education Minister Kathleen 
Wynne met with 60 students at a forum held by the Ministry of Education at which students 
shared their ideas on how to promote Student Voice, what they wanted from their education and 
how to get more students excited about learning and going to school. 
 
All schools in the Niagara Catholic District School Board had the opportunity to submit projects 
to the Ministry of Education to be considered for funding. The Niagara Catholic District School 
Board received funding approval totaling $11,302 for eleven different projects in eight of our 
schools (four secondary and four elementary).   

 
5. Elementary Progress Report Card Growing Success – Elementary Reporting 2010 – 2011 
 

Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education, and Robert DiPersio Administrator: 
Special Projects presented information on the Elementary Progress Report Card Growing 
Success – Elementary Reporting 2010 – 2011. 

 
During the spring of 2007, Niagara Catholic was selected as one of nine (9) school boards in the 
province to participate in the Elementary Report Card Pilot Project.  Each of these Catholic 
Elementary Schools participate in the development of a pilot progress report card that was 
brought forward as the Niagara Catholic model in consultation with staff, parents, and students. 
 
According to Ministry of Education, as a result of this project the fall progress report cards will 
contain several features that will facilitate better communication among parents, teachers, and 
students, encourage students to set goals, assist parents in supporting learning at home, and help 
teachers establish plans for teaching.   

 
6. Niagara Catholic District School Board Intensive French Program - Update   

 
Superintendent Baldasaro; Mark Lefebvre, School Effectiveness Framework Administrator; and  
Jayne Evans, FSL /ESL/Arts Consultant presented the Niagara Catholic District School Board 
Intensive French Program - Update. 
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The Intensive French Program is a literacy-based approach to teaching French as a second 
language that is incorporated into the Grade 5 or 6 Core French program for five (5) months of 
the school year. In this program, French is offered intensively for approximately 70% of the 
school day from September through January.   
 
The increased proficiency in the French language lends itself to the possibility of further 
extended studies in French in order to meet the graduation expectations as set out by the Federal 
Action Plan 2013. 

 
7. Staff Development Department Professional Development Opportunities 
 

Khayyam Syne, Administrator of Staff Development, presented the report on the Staff 
Development Department Professional Development Opportunities for information. 

 
8. H1N1 Pandemic – Niagara Catholic Preparation and Management 
 

Director Crocco presented the monthly Board report on the H1N1 Pandemic – Niagara Catholic 
Preparation and Management.  

 
9. Monthly Updates 
 
 9.1 Capital Projects Progress Report  
 
  James Woods, Controller of Plant, presented the Capital Projects Progress Report. 
 

9.2 Student Trustees’ Update 
 
 Juliana Ciccarelli, Student Trustee, gave a brief verbal update on the activities of the 

Student Senate. 
 
9.3 Family of Schools Superintendents’ Monthly Update 
 
 The Family of Schools Superintendents gave brief verbal reports highlighting the activities 

in their schools. 
 

Superintendent Ciarlo 
• St. Theresa Catholic Elementary School Teacher Tim Atkinson along with his 

wife and children were recently on America’s Funniest Home Video.  They 
won $10,000 for first place and are qualified to win the $100,000 grand prize. 

• Dr. David Williams, CSA Astronaut, spoke to the students at St. Joseph 
Catholic Elementary School about setting goals and pursuing their dreams. 

Superintendent Forsyth-Sells 
• Students at St. Philomena Catholic Elementary School were given the opportunity to 

hold the Olympic Torch that was a part of the 2010 Olympic Torch Relay. 
• Notre Dame College School Librarian Patti Beck was presented with the Arrive Alive 

Drive Sober 2009 Peter Wong Award for her dedication to Ontario Students Against 
Impaired Driving. 

• In the spirit of giving St. Patrick Catholic Elementary School in Niagara Falls donated 
181 pounds of food to 105.1 the River Project Share challenge; raised $310 in 
Canadian Tire Money to buy gifts for students for Christmas; and provided 10 
families $100 gift card to Lococo’s.  
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D. INFORMATION  
 

1. Trustee Information 
 

1.1 Spotlight on Niagara Catholic – December 15, 2009  
 

Director Crocco presented the Spotlight on Niagara Catholic – December 15, 2009 issue 
for Trustees’ information. 

 
1.2 Calendar of Events –_January 2010  
 
 Director Crocco presented information on the Calendar of Events – January 2010.  
 
1.3 Bishop’s Gala – January 29, 2010 
 
 Director Crocco reminded Trustees that the 7th Annual Bishop’s Gala is being held on 

Friday, January 29, 2010, and to contact Sherry Morena for tickets.  
 
 Father Jim Mulligan and Les Soeurs du Sacre-Coeur will be receiving the Niagara Catholic 

Education Award of Distinction.  
 
1.4 BEC Breakfast – February 12, 2010  
 
 Director Crocco reminded Trustees that the BEC Breakfast is being held Friday, February 

12, 2010 at 7.30 am at the Sheraton Fallsview, and to contact Sherry Morena for tickets.  
 
1.5 Vision 2020 Strategic Plan 
 1.5.1 Discovery Sessions  
 1.5.2 School/Community Discovery Sessions  
 1.5.3 Trustee Discovery Sessions – Part 2 – February 9, 2010 – 5:30 p.m. 
 
1.6 OCSTA AGM: Thunder Bay – April 29 - May 1, 2010   
 

Director Crocco reminded Trustees that the 80th Annual OCTSA AGM and Conference is 
being held in the Spring in Thunder Bay, and to contact Sherry Morena if they are attending. 

 
1.7 2010 Board Committee Membership 
 
 Director Crocco presented the 2010 Board Committee Membership status to the Trustees. 

 
E. OTHER BUSINESS  
 
 1. General Discussion to Plan for Future Action 
 
F. BUSINESS IN CAMERA  
 

Moved by Trustee Scalzi 
THAT the Committee of the Whole move into the In Camera Session. 

CARRIED 
 
The Committee of the Whole moved into the In Camera Session of the Meeting at 9:15 p.m. and 
reconvened at 9:25 p.m.  
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G. REPORT ON THE IN-CAMERA SESSION  
 

Moved by Trustee  Belcastro 
THAT the Committee of the Whole report the motions from the In Camera Session of the 
Committee of the Whole Meeting  of January 12, 2010.  

CARRIED 
 
SECTION A: STUDENT TRUSTEES PRESENT  
 

Moved by Trustee Belcastro 
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Minutes of the In Camera Session of the 
Committee of the Whole Meeting - Section A: Student Trustees Present held on December 1, 
2009, as presented. 

CARRIED (Item F1) 
 
SECTION B:  STUDENT TRUSTEES EXCLUDED  
 

Moved by Trustee Scalzi 
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Minutes of the In Camera Session of the 
Committee of the Whole Meeting - Section B: Student Trustees Excluded held on December 1, 
2009, as presented. 

CARRIED (Item F3) 
 
H. ADJOURNMENT  
 

Moved by Trustee Scalzi 
THAT the January 15, 2010, Committee of the Whole Meeting be adjourned. 

CARRIED 
 
This meeting was adjourned at 9:25 p.m.  

 
 
 
 
Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board held on     
January 12, 1010. 
 
 
Approved on the 9th day of February 2010. 
 
 
 
 
______________________________     ______________________________ 
John Dekker          John Crocco 
Vice-Chairperson of the Board      Director of Education/Secretary -Treasurer 
 



C3.1.1

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: APPROVAL OF POLICIES  
  ADMISSION OF STUDENTS POLICY (301.1) 
 INTERIM ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Admissions of Students Policy 
(301.1), as presented. 

 

Prepared by: John Crocco, Director of Education  
 
Presented by: John Crocco, Director of Education  
 
Date: January 26, 2010 



Niagara Catholic District School Board 
 

ADMISSION OF STUDENTS 

Adopted: February 24, 1998 
Revised: June 16, 2009 
Revised: January 2010 

Policy No. 301.1 

 
STATEMENT OF POLICY 

 
The elementary and secondary schools of the Niagara Catholic District School Board exist primarily to 
provide a distinctive Catholic Education for all pupils in its jurisdiction. Niagara Catholic schools foster 
the spiritual growth of all pupils to enable them to live and contribute as citizens of our society consistent 
with our gospel values, and in close cooperation with our Bishop, pastors and the parent/guardian 
community.  
 
The elementary schools of the Niagara Catholic District School Board exist primarily to provide 
excellence in Catholic education for the pupils of our Separate School Supporters. Pupils of Non-Separate 
School Supporters may be admitted to an elementary school upon application.  
 
The secondary schools of the Niagara Catholic District School Board exist to provide excellence in 
Catholic secondary education for the students of our Separate School Supporters and others within the 
Niagara Region who elect to attend. The current legislation from the Ministry of Education states that 
Non- Roman Catholic pupils may attend Catholic secondary schools with the understanding that they 
respect the environment, traditions and expectations of the Niagara Catholic District School Board.  
 
The Director of Education shall issue Administrative Guidelines in conjunction with this policy.  
 
 
Reference: 
Education Act, Section 33 (3), 1997  
Attendance Areas Policy #301.3  
Ontario Catholic School Graduation Expectations (link to OCSGE) 

 
 
 



 
INTERIM ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES 

 
1. Elementary Admission Requirements  

 
It is the responsibility of the parent or guardian to submit documentation and complete the 
required Board forms. These include: 

i. Where Junior Kindergarten is in operation, pupils shall be admitted to Junior 
Kindergarten in September of any school year provided that they will reach the age of 
four on, or before December 31st, in that same calendar year.   

ii. Pupils shall be admitted to Kindergarten in September of any school year provided that 
they reach the age of five on, or before December 31st, in the same calendar year.   

iii. Pupils shall be admitted to Grade 1 in September of any school year, provided that they 
reach the age of six on or before December 31st, in the same calendar year. 

iv. Requests for admission under Attendance Area Exceptions must comply with Section 
Four (4) of these administrative guidelines.  

v. Proof of Immigration Status where applicable.   
vi. When a child is registered for the first time in the Niagara Catholic District School Board, 

the school Principal must verify the child or the parent/guardian’s proof of baptism in the 
Roman Catholic or Catholic of the Greek or Ukrainian or other Eastern Rites in union 
with the See of Rome. If necessary, a letter from a pastor certifying that the child or 
parent/guardian has been baptized in the Roman, Greek or Ukrainian Rite will be 
accepted in lieu of a Baptismal Certificate for admission to the Catholic school system.   

vii. In the event neither parent/guardian can provide proof of baptism the procedures outlined 
in Section 3 of these guidelines are to be followed.   

viii. Completion of a Niagara Catholic District School Board Elementary Student Registration 
Form.   

ix. Completion of the Niagara Region Public Health Confidential Student Immunization 
Form and the attachment of a copy of the child’s Immunization Record Card.   

x. If required, a completed Application for Direction of School Support, and if required, a 
Roman Catholic Separate School Assessment Lease. 

 
The school Principal, in consultation with the parent(s)/guardians(s), is responsible for placing the 
pupil in the most appropriate program. 
 

2. Secondary Admission Requirements 
 

 A pupil shall be admitted if:   
i. The pupil and the parent(s)/guardians(s) are residents in the Province of Ontario.    

ii. The pupil and the parent(s)/guardian(s) is a Canadian citizen or landed immigrant.   
iii. Proof of Immigration Status where applicable is provided.   
iv. A Secondary School Registration Form is completed. 

 
The secondary schools of the Niagara Catholic District School Board exist to provide excellence 
in Catholic secondary education for the students of our Separate School Supporters and others 
within the Niagara Region who elect to attend. The current legislation from the Ministry of 
Education states that Non- Roman Catholic pupils may attend Catholic secondary schools. This 
is with the understanding that they respect the environment, traditions and expectations of the 
Niagara Catholic District School Board. 

Niagara Catholic District School Board 
 

ADMISSION OF STUDENTS 

Issued:  February 24, 1998 
Revised: June 16, 2009  
Revised: January 2010 

Policy No. 301.1 



In accordance with the Education Act, it is the expectation of the Niagara Catholic District School 
Board that all pupils attending one of Niagara Catholic’s secondary schools will; 
i. successfully achieve a credit in Religious Education for every year of attendance, up to 

graduation, at the Catholic secondary school, and 
ii. participate fully in the faith life activities of the Catholic secondary school, and 
iii. respect the environment, traditions and expectations of the Niagara Catholic District School 

Board.  
Achievement of Religious Education credits and participation in faith life activities are criterion 
for students to participate in faith-based graduation ceremonies. This expectation is to comply 
with the Ontario Catholic School Graduation Expectations as endorsed by the Niagara Catholic 
District School Board for all graduates of Niagara Catholic.     
 
The school Principal, in consultation with the parent(s)/guardian(s), is responsible for placing the 
student in the most appropriate program. Pupils transferring from outside of Ontario may be 
granted a course equivalency in accordance with authority granted by the Ministry of Education. 
 

3. Elementary Panel: Non-Separate School Supporters Admission Requirements  
Non-Separate School Supporters  
 
If a Non-Separate School Supporter and/or parent/guardian desires to register a child in a Niagara 
Catholic elementary school the following procedures must be followed:  

i. All new requests for Non-Separate Supporter(s) will comply with the practice of 
completing the Request for Admission Form and will require a recommendation from the 
school Principal.   

ii. The approval of Non-Separate School Supporter pupil requests will reside with the 
Family of Schools’ Superintendent. Yearly re-approval will not be required unless the 
Principal, in dialogue with the Family of Schools Superintendent, does not grant 
notification of permission to continue by April 1st of the current year.   

iii. Parent(s)/Guardian(s) have the responsibility to notify the school of changes regarding 
biographical information to the pupil’s family.   

iv. Principals and school Secretaries are required to enter the appropriate indicator to 
accurately track all Non-Separate Separate School Supporter students in the Board’s 
Student Management System. 

  
4. Attendance Area Exceptions  

 
In accordance with the Education Act, the Niagara Catholic District School Board has established 
boundaries for student attendance. This, however, does not include the right to a school outside 
the attendance area of the residence of the parent/guardian and/or pupil.  
 
Where parents request attendance at a school other than their designated school, they shall make 
the request to the respective Principal who, after discussions with the Family of Schools 
Superintendent shall make a determination on the request. Where approvals are given, 
transportation shall be the responsibility of the parents/guardians.  
 
Any exemptions to these specific exceptions will require the approval of the Family of Schools 
Superintendent and Administrative Council 
 
When it is required that a pupil attend a school other than their designated school for program or 
other reasons, the Family of Schools Superintendent of Education may approve attendance. In 
these cases, the Board may consider providing transportation.  
 
The following procedures shall be followed: 

i. All requests for attendance outside the school area(s) will comply with the practice of 
completing the Request for Admission Form and will require a recommendation from the 
school Principal. Requests include new siblings to a school where another sibling was 
granted permission to attend the same school. Approval will generally be granted for 
siblings to attend the same school.    



ii. The approval of pupils outside the school attendance area resides with the Family of 
Schools’ Superintendent. Yearly re-approval will not be required unless the Principal in 
dialogue with the Family of Schools Superintendent does not grant permission to 
continue by April 1st of the current year. 

iii. Approved attendance area exceptions are for the identified school boundary at the time of 
the approval. Any changes which occur to the attendance area boundaries may require 
attendance area exceptions to attend the school within the boundary of the residence.    

iv. Effective for September 2010, approval for out of boundary requests will not be granted 
into: 

1. Early Learning Programs / full day Kindergarten programs 
2. schools identified by Board motion 
3. schools at or above on the ground capacity (no surplus space) 

Any exemptions to these specific exceptions will require the approval of the Family of 
Schools Superintendent and Administrative Council.    

v. Parent(s)/Guardian(s) have the responsibility to notify the school Principal of changes to 
their residency status and/or circumstances for the initial attendance area exception 
request.  

vi. Principals and school Secretaries are required to enter the appropriate indicator to 
accurately track all Non-Separate Separate School Supporter students in the Board’s 
Student Management System.   

vii. Notwithstanding any article within this policy, transportation for all Outside the School 
Attendance Area students is the responsibility of the parent(s)/guardian(s) or student (if 
18 years old). 

  
5. Non Resident of Canada (VISA) Pupil 

  
The designated Superintendent of Education may approve the admission of a non-resident student 
and indicate the fee as appropriate in accordance with the Education Act. Such approval shall be 
reviewed annually.   

i. The pupil must obtain approval from the designated Superintendent of Education prior to 
admission into any school.   

ii. The International Student Application form must be completed. Prior to admission into 
any school, Visa students will be provided with a letter from the designated 
Superintendent of Education confirming attendance. Visa students shall be charged the 
fee determined by the Board.  

 
6. Residents of Ontario but Outside Niagara Region  

 
Students whose legal residence is outside the jurisdiction of the Board but within Ontario 
requesting admission to a school under the jurisdiction of the board may have fees paid by the 
Board in whose jurisdiction they reside. Such requests are to be accompanied by a statement from 
the resident Board indicating if they will pay fees on the student's behalf. The Director’s approval 
to admit must be obtained where fees are not paid. All admissions are reviewed on an annual 
basis.  
 
Transportation for all outside the School Attendance Area students is generally the responsibility 
of the parent(s)/guardian(s) or student (if 18 years old) unless approval for transportation is 
obtained from the Director of Education.  
 

7. Exchange Students  
 
Pupils approved, as Exchange Students will participate in reciprocal, school-based programs, 
provided in co-operation with the Canadian School Authorities and the foreign exchange partners 
of the International Student Exchange.    

 
8. Students with Immigration Documents  

 
School Principals who receive Immigration documents from pupils applying for admission must 
have the documents verified for eligibility. Admission will not be granted until Student 
Information and Administrative Services have verified documents and approval for admission has 
been confirmed. 



C3.1.2

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 

TOPIC: APPROVAL OF POLICIES  
  SAFE SCHOOLS POLICY:  
  INTERIM BULLYING PREVENTION  
  AND INTERVENTION POLICY (302.6.8) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Interim Bullying Prevention 
and Intervention Policy (302.6.8), as presented. 

 

Prepared by: Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education/Human Resources 
 
Presented by: Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education/Human Resources 
 
Approved by:  John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date:  January 26, 2010 



Niagara Catholic District School Board 
 

BULLYING PREVENTION AND INTERVENTION POLICY 

Adopted:  February 1, 2008  
                June 17, 2008 
Revised:  January 26, 2010 

Policy No. 302.6.8
Safe Schools 

 
STATEMENT OF POLICY 

 
In keeping with current legislation, the Niagara Catholic District School Board shall endeavour to ensure 
that the school environment is one of respect, dignity and trust, consistent with the Gospel Values. 
Bullying fails to respect the dignity and value of all individuals involved. Accordingly, the Board believes 
that all forms of bullying are unacceptable behaviours. 
 
Consistent with current legislation in the Province of Ontario, all members of the school community, 
including staff, students, parent/guardians and visitors, will be respectful to one another and are 
responsible in helping to create a safe and caring school environment free from bullying. 
It is required that each school include a specified bullying prevention and intervention statement in their 
Code of Conduct. 
 
The Director of Education will issue guidelines in support of this policy 

 
References:  
Bill 157: An Act to amend the Education Act 
Regulation 472/07: Behaviour, Discipline and Safety of Pupils 
Policy/Program Memorandum 144: Bullying Prevention and Intervention 
Human Rights Code 

 
 
 



Niagara Catholic District School Board 
 

BULLYING PREVENTION AND INTERVENTION POLICY 

Adopted:  February 1, 2008  
                June 17, 2008 
Revised:  January 26, 2010 

Policy No. 302.6.8
Safe Schools 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES 
 
Rationale 
 
Bullying is typically a form of repeated, persistent, aggressive behaviour that is directed at an individuals 
and is intended to cause (or should be known to cause) fear, distress and /or harm to another person’s 
body, feelings, self-esteem, or reputation. Bullying occurs in a context where there is real or perceived 
power imbalance. 
 
Bullying has been identified as a widespread problem with serious implications for students, schools, and 
the entire community. 
 
Bullying is predominantly a learned behaviour, which must be addressed by teaching students to build 
positive relationships, and develop effective communication strategies. Educators will endeavour to create 
opportunities to model and encourage behaviours and interactions that help create a classroom and 
positive school climate. 
 
Bullying adversely affects a student’s ability to learn. 
 
Bullying adversely affects healthy relationships and the school climate. 
 
Bullying adversely affects a school’s ability to educate its students. 
 
Bullying will not be accepted on school property, at school-related activities, on school buses, or in any 
other circumstances where engaging in bullying will have a negative impact on the school climate. 
 
Positive School Climate  
 
A positive school climate exists when all members of the school community feel safe, comfortable, and 
accepted. To help achieve a positive school environment in their schools, the Niagara Catholic District 
School Board and its schools will actively promote and support positive behaviours that reflect their 
catholic gospel values. They should also endeavour to ensure that parents and members of the broader 
community are involved in the school community. 
 
The Niagara Catholic District School Board and its schools will actively promote a positive school 
climate in their Schools. The following are some characteristics of a positive school climate: 

 Students and staff feel safe and are safe.  
 Healthy and inclusionary relationships are promoted.  
 Students are encouraged to be positive leaders in their school community  
 All partners are actively engaged  
 Bully prevention messages are reinforced through programs addressing discrimination based on 

such factors as age, race, sexual orientation, gender, faith, disability, ethnicity, and socio-
economic disadvantage.  

 Improvement of learning outcomes for all students is emphasized.  
 
There are several reasons why School Boards should address the problems of bullying in schools: 

 Bullying behaviours contradict the Gospel values, which are centred in the teachings of Christ.  
 Bullying may contribute to short-term problems for the targeted victims (i.e. a change in 

behaviour, drop in grades, frequent absences).  



 Persistent bullying may cause long-term psychological problems (i.e. depression, dropping out, 
suicide ideation.)  

 Bullying may contribute to involvement in other antisocial activities (i.e. alcohol/drug abuse, 
gangs, criminal behaviour) and threatens the physical safety of others.  

 Bullying may contribute to a negative school climate, which interferes with spiritual 
development, academic learning, and social responsibility.  

 Bullying adversely affects students’ ability to learn.  
 Bullying adversely affects healthy relationships and the school climate.  
 Bullying adversely affects a school’s ability to educate its students.  

 
Bullying may include but is not limited to: 
 
Verbal  Physical 
Name-calling/Put downs Hitting 
Insults Kicking 
Racist Comments Spitting 
Harassment Pushing 
Sexist Comments Inappropriate Gestures 
Teasing/Taunting Tripping 
Threatening /Extortion Stealing 
 
Social/Emotional Technological  
Relational Bullying Cyberbullying 
Manipulating Friendships Internet Misuse 
Gossip Text messages 
Exclusion Digital Photos 
Intimidation Chatlines 
Written Notes Websites 
Making false statements Telephone (3 way calling) 
 
In recognition of the importance of addressing bullying, which can have a significant impact on student 
safety, learning, and the school climate, bullying has been added to the list of infractions for which 
suspension must be considered. 
 
The policy statement and guidelines are consistent with current legislation and apply to students, staff, 
parents, visitors and community members involved with the Niagara Catholic District School Board. 
 
Prevention and Intervention Strategies 
 
1. Niagara Catholic Schools and Staff are expected to:  

 provide a safe, caring, and supportive environment that upholds our Gospel values and 
encourages positive relationships between students, staff and parent.  

 emphasize intervention strategies that are preventative in nature.  
 model appropriate language and actions for students.  
 increase awareness and understanding of the dynamics of bullying and develop a school-wide 

plan.  
 maintain an environment where bullying will be addressed age appropriately in a manner 

characterized by respect, responsibility and civility.  
 use resources that will assist in developing age-appropriate conflict resolution skills, social skills, 

positive relationships, and discourage bullying as unacceptable behaviours.  



 encourage students to report incidents of bullying; and support, monitor and act upon all reported 
incidents, to ensure the safety of all students.  

 recognize that some bullying behaviours may be more serious and may require more 
comprehensive intervention.  

 keep open lines of communication between the home, school parish, and community members.  
 implement interventions, supports and consequences which are consistent with the expectations in 

the student’s IEP and/or his/her demonstrated abilities. 
 address behaviours that are contrary to provincial, Board and school Codes of Conduct, which 

include, but is not limited to, inappropriate sexual behaviour, gender-based violence, 
homophobia, and harassment on the basis of sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, colour, 
ethnicity, culture, citizenship, ancestry, origin, religion, creed, family status, socio-economic 
status, disability and/or any other immutable characteristic or ground protected by the Human 
Rights Code. 

 
Delegation of Authority - Regarding Student Discipline 
 
It is the expectation of the Board that, provided that there is no immediate risk of physical harm to 
any individual, staff members who work directly with pupils on a regular basis, including but not 
limited to, administrators, teachers, educational assistants, social workers, child and youth workers, 
psychologists, and speech and language pathologists, shall, in accordance with Board procedures, 
respond to any such inappropriate and disrespectful behaviour or any other behaviour that causes a 
negative school climate or for which a suspension or expulsion may be imposed, which they have 
observed or heard during the course of their duties or otherwise while on school property or during a 
school related event. 
 
The Board, and school administrators, must consider all mitigating and other factors, as required by 
the Education Act, set out in Ontario Regulation 472/07 and reflected in student discipline settlements 
with the Human Rights Commission. 
 
Vice-Principals 
 
Delegation may include all authority of the principal under Part XIII of the Education Act except the 
final decision regarding a recommendation to the board to expel a student and suspensions for more 
than 5 school days. 
 
Teachers 
 
Teachers may be delegated the authority to initially deal with situations involving activities that occur 
that must be considered for suspension and/or expulsion.  
 
A teacher may be delegated limited authority to contact the parent of a student who has been harmed 
as the result of an activity for which suspension or expulsion must be considered.  The information 
provided to the parents by a teacher must be limited to the nature of the harm to the student and the 
nature of the activity that resulted in the harm. 
 
The teacher must not be delegated the authority to discuss the nature of any discipline measures taken 
in response to the activity.  
 
If the teacher is not clear on whether to call the parent or guardian the teacher should contact the 
principal or supervisory officer for direction. The principal or vice-principal will follow-up with the 
parent as soon as possible. 

 
2. Students are expected to:  

 promote a safe, caring and positive environment for all by developing an awareness of bullying 
issues.  

 refuse to bully others or to be a bystander to acts of bullying.  
 report all acts of bullying that they may experience or observe to appropriate school personnel for 

assistance.  
 assist and co-operate in the implementation of school-wide bully prevention initiatives.  

 



3. Parents/Visitors/Community Members are expected to:  
 promote a safe, caring and positive environment for all by developing an awareness of bullying 

issues.  
 inform the school if bullying is suspected.  
 encourage their children to discuss any incidents of bullying and reinforce the need to speak out.  
 support the school when resolving identified incidents of bullying.  
 support the school through Catholic School Councils, in promoting local school bully prevention 

initiatives.  
 support the school in training  and communication strategies for members of the school 

community  
 

4. Current Legislation and the Provincial Code of Conduct require all schools in consultation with their 
Catholic School Councils, staff, students and parents to develop local Codes of Conduct. These 
locally developed Codes of Conduct shall be in compliance with the Ministry’s and the Board’s Code 
of Conduct. 

  
5. The Niagara Catholic District School Board requires that each school include and address the 

following bullying prevention statement in their local school Code of Conduct.  
 

6. In keeping with the teachings of Christ, _______________ Catholic School will strive to create a 
safe, caring and supportive school environment , free of bullying, for all members of the school 
community that strives to create a safe, caring and supportive school environment,  free of 
bullying, for all members of the school community. 
 
This statement is based on the following principles:  
 All members of the Catholic School Community are expected to foster healthy communication, 

positive practices and a kind, inclusive, and welcoming school culture; as a means to resolve 
conflict, as reflected in the Gospel Values.  

 Bullying disrupts the learning, teaching, social and spiritual environment in a school community.  
 All members of the school community have a shared responsibility to provide students with an 

opportunity to learn and develop in a safe and respectful society.  
 

Safe Schools Teams 
 
Each school must have in place a safe school team responsible for school safety that is composed of at 
least one student (where appropriate), parent, teacher, support staff member, a community partner, and the 
principal. The team must have a staff chair. 
 
Through the development of school level plans, which address prevention and intervention strategies, 
schools will implement a bullying prevention and intervention plan. 
 
Schools must also establish a monitoring and review process to determine the effectiveness of their 
bullying prevention and intervention plans (i.e. school improvement plans). 
 
 

Blessed are the peacemakers; 
for, they shall be called the children of God. 

Matthew 5:9
 



C3.1.3

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: APPROVAL OF POLICIES  
  SAFE SCHOOLS POLICY: INTERIM  

  PROGRESSIVE STUDENT DISCIPLINE POLICY (302.6.9) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve Interim Progressive Student 
Discipline Policy, as presented. 

 

Prepared by: Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education/Human Resources 
 
Presented by: Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education/Human Resources 
 
Approved by:  John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date:  January 26, 2010 



Niagara Catholic District School Board 
 

PROGRESSIVE STUDENT DISCIPLINE POLICY 

Adopted:  February 1, 2008  
                June 17, 2008 
Revised:  January 26, 2010 

Policy No. 302.6.9
Safe Schools 

 
STATEMENT OF POLICY 

 
The Niagara Catholic District School Board endorses the principle of progressive discipline in support of 
a safe learning and teaching environment in which every student can reach his or her full potential. 
Appropriate action must consistently be taken by school personnel to address behaviours that are contrary 
to Provincial and Board Codes of Conduct.  
 
The Provincial Code of Conduct, the Niagara Catholic District School Board Code of Conduct, the 
Education Act, and all current legislation, together with the Board’s policies create expectations for 
behaviour for all persons on school property, and outline strategies to be taken to reduce incidents and 
impose appropriate consequences for pupils.  
 
The Human Rights Code of Ontario has primacy over provincial legislation and school board policies and 
procedures, such that the Education Act, regulations, Ministry of Education Program Policy Memoranda, 
and Board policies and procedures are subject to, and shall be interpreted and applied in accordance with 
the Human Rights Code of Ontario. 
 
When dealing with identified exceptional students the Board and School administrators must consider all 
mitigating and other factors as required by the Education Act and as set out in current legislation.  
Pursuant to the Education Act, principals are required to maintain proper order and discipline in schools, 
and pupils are responsible to the principal for their conduct and are required to accept such discipline as 
would be exercised by a reasonable, kind, firm and judicious parent. This policy does not detract from the 
duty. A principal may delegate some disciplinary responsibilities to a vice-principal and/or teacher of the 
school in accordance with the Education Act, Ministry of Education policies and Board procedures.  
 
Before applying disciplinary measures, the principal/designate and Disciplinary Hearing Committee of 
the Board shall consider the discriminatory impact of disciplinary decisions on pupils protected by the 
Human Rights Code, including but not limited to race and disability, and whether or not 
accommodation is required. 
 
Progressive discipline is a school-wide approach that makes use of a continuum of interventions, 
supports, and consequences, building upon strategies that promote positive behaviours. Each school is 
required to develop and implement school wide progressive discipline procedures, consistent with current 
legislation, relevant board policies and administrative guidelines. 
The Director will establish administrative guidelines and procedures for the implementation of this 
policy.  
 
References:  
Bill 157: An Act to amend the Education Act 
Regulation 472/07: Behaviour, Discipline and Safety of Pupils 
Policy/Program Memorandum145: Progressive Discipline and Promoting Positive Student Behaviour 
Human Rights Code 



Niagara Catholic District School Board 
 

PROGRESSIVE STUDENT DISCIPLINE POLICY 

Adopted:  February 1, 2008  
                June 17, 2008 
Revised:  January 26, 2010 

Policy No. 302.6.9
Safe Schools 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES 

 
Progressive discipline is considered to be a school-wide approach utilizing a continuum of interventions, 
supports and consequences to address inappropriate student behaviour.    Interventions, supports and 
consequences must be consistent with the expectations in the student’s IEP and/or his/her demonstrated 
abilities. Schools should use a wide range of interventions and consequences to reinforce positive 
behaviour and to help students better understand the consequences of their choices. Mitigating factors 
must be considered by the Board principals in determining the consequence of inappropriate student 
behaviour, and, where appropriate, begin the intervention at the lower end of the consequence spectrum. 
Parents are to be actively engaged in the approach.  
 
Appropriate action must consistently be taken by schools to address behaviours that are contrary to 
Provincial, Board and School Codes of Conduct, which includes, but is not limited to, inappropriate 
sexual behaviour, gender-based violence, homophobia, and harassment on the basis of sex, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, race, colour, ethnicity, culture, citizenship, ancestry, origin, religion, creed, 
family status, socio-economic status,disability and/or any other immutable characteristic or ground 
protected by the Human Rights Code as well as inappropriate sexual behaviour. The board authorizes 
principals, or their delegates, to impose consequences in appropriate circumstances, up to and including a 
referral to the Disciplinary Hearing Committee of the Board for expulsion from all schools. 
 
Delegation of Authority - Regarding Student Discipline 
 
It is the expectation of the Board that, provided that there is no immediate risk of physical harm to any 
individual, staff members who work directly with pupils on a regular basis, including but not limited to, 
administrators, teachers, educational assistants, social workers, child and youth workers, psychologists, 
and speech and language pathologists, shall, in accordance with Board procedures, respond to any such 
inappropriate and disrespectful behaviour or any other behaviour that causes a negative school climate or 
for which a suspension or expulsion may be imposed, which they have observed or heard during the 
course of their duties or otherwise while on school property or during a school related event. 
 
The Board, and school administrators, must consider all mitigating and other factors, as required by the 
Education Act, set out in Ontario Regulation 472/07 and reflected in student discipline settlements with 
the Human Rights Commission. 
 
Vice-Principals 
 
Delegation may include all authority of the principal under Part XIII of the Education Act except the final 
decision regarding a recommendation to the board to expel a student and suspensions for more than 5 
school days. 
 
Teachers 
 
Teachers may be delegated the authority to initially deal with situations involving activities that occur that 
must be considered for suspension and/or expulsion.  
 
A teacher may be delegated limited authority to contact the parent of a student who has been harmed as 
the result of an activity for which suspension or expulsion must be considered.  The information provided 



to the parents by a teacher must be limited to the nature of the harm to the student and the nature of the 
activity that resulted in the harm. 
 
The teacher must not be delegated the authority to discuss the nature of any discipline measures taken in 
response to the activity.  
 
If the teacher is not clear on whether to call the parent or guardian the teacher should contact the principal 
or supervisory officer for direction. The principal or vice-principal will follow-up with the parent as soon 
as possible. 
 
Early and Ongoing Intervention Strategies  
 
Early Intervention Strategies allow schools to support students in learning and adopting appropriate 
responses to events and circumstances that trigger disrespectful or illegal behaviour that could result in 
suspension or possible expulsion from school. Early interventions are opportunities for students to self-
assess and self-regulate with support from both the school and home.  
 
Ongoing Intervention Strategies provide a more structured approach to supporting the student through 
loss of privileges, parent meetings, behaviour intervention plans, conflict mediation, restorative justice, 
referral to more direct school or system staff with possible involvement of outside counselling agencies. 
Referrals may be for issues such as anger management or substance abuse. In determining the most 
appropriate individualized intervention strategy the principal must consider the mitigating factors 
surrounding the student and the particular incident as well as how it impacts the climate of the school.  
 
A teacher or the principal or designate, as appropriate, may utilize early and/or ongoing intervention 
strategies to prevent unsafe or inappropriate behaviours.  
 
These may include:   
 
Positive Practices 
 
In order to promote and support appropriate and positive pupil behaviours that contribute to creating and 
sustaining safe, comforting and accepting learning and teaching environments that encourage and support 
students to reach their full potential, the Board supports the use of positive practices for: (1) prevention, 
and (2) positive behaviour management.  The Board also encourages principals/designates to review and 
amend, as appropriate, Individual Education Plans, Behaviour Management Plans and Safety Plans at 
regular intervals and following an incident to ensure that every student with disability related needs is 
receiving appropriate accommodation up to the point of undue hardship. 
 
Preventative practices include:  

 Human Rights strategy pursuant to PPM 119 
 Anti-bullying and violence prevention programs; 
 Mentorship programs; 
 Student success strategies; 
 Character education; 
 Citizenship development; 
 Student leadership; and 
 Promoting healthy student relationships 
 Healthy lifestyles. 

 
Positive behaviour management practices include: 

 Program modifications or accommodations; 
 Class placement;  
 Positive encouragement and reinforcement;  
 Individual, peer and group counselling;  
 Conflict resolution / Dispute resolution;  
 Mentorship programs; 
 Promotion of healthy student relationships 



 Sensitivity programs; 
 Safety Plans; 
 School, Board and community support programs; and 
 Student success strategies. 

 
The Board recognizes that, in some circumstances, positive practices might not be effective or sufficient 
to address inappropriate pupil behaviour.  In such circumstances, the Board supports the use of 
consequences.  
 
In circumstances where a pupil will receive a consequence for his/her behaviour, it is the expectation of 
the Board that the principle of progressive discipline, consistent with the Human Rights Code, Ministry of 
Education direction and PPM 145, will be applied, if appropriate. 
 
Progressive Discipline Consequences 
 
Progressive discipline may include early and/or ongoing intervention strategies, such as: 

 Contact with the pupil’s parent(s)/guardian(s); 
 Oral reminders; 
 Review of expectations; 
 Written work assignment with a learning component; 
 Volunteer service to the school community; 
 Peer mentoring; 
 Referral to counselling; 
 Conflict mediation and resolution; and/or 
 Consultation. 

 
Progressive discipline may also include a range of interventions, supports and consequences when 
inappropriate behaviours have occurred, with a focus on improving behaviour, such as one or more of the 
following: 

 Meeting with the pupil’s parent(s)/guardian(s), pupil and principal; 
 Referral to a community agency for anger management or substance abuse counselling; 
 Detentions; 
 Withdrawal of privileges; 
 Withdrawal from class; 
 Restitution for damages; 
 Restorative practices; and/or 
 Transfer. 

 
The Board also encourages principals/designates to review and amend, as appropriate, Individual 
Education Plans, Behaviour Management Plans and Safety Plans at regular intervals and/or following an 
incident to ensure that every student with disability related need is receiving appropriate accommodation 
up to the point of undue hardship. 
In some cases, short-term suspension may also be considered a useful progressive discipline approach.  
 
In all cases where ongoing intervention strategies are used, the pupil’s parents/guardians should be 
consulted. The parent/guardian is expected to cooperate with the school as they monitor student progress.  
 
Progressive discipline is most effective when dialogue between the school and home regarding student 
achievement, behaviour and expectations is open, courteous and focused on student success. 
 
Addressing Inappropriate Behaviour  
 
If a pupil has displayed inappropriate behaviour the principal or designate may utilize a range of 
interventions, supports, and consequences that are (1) developmentally appropriate, and (2) include 
opportunities for pupils to focus on improving their behaviour.  



 
Inappropriate behaviour includes any behaviour that disrupts the positive school climate and/or has a 
negative impact on the school community.  
 
Inappropriate behaviour may also include, but is not limited to, one of the following infractions for which 
a suspension may be imposed:  
 
The Board also supports the use of suspension and expulsion as outlined in Part XIII of the Education Act 
where a pupil has committed one or more of the suspension infractions on school property, during a 
school-related activity or event, and/or in circumstances where the infraction has an impact on the school 
climate. 
 
Exclusion pursuant to section 265(1) (m) of the Education Act is not acceptable for discipline purposes or 
as an alternative to discipline, and may only be imposed in accordance with the Education Act and Board 
procedures, and must be consistent with the Human Rights Code. 
 
Suspension 
 
A pupil may be suspended only once for an infraction and may be suspended for a minimum of one (1) 
school day and a maximum of twenty (20) school days. Any such infraction about which a board staff 
member or transportation provider becomes aware must be reported to the principal or designate in 
accordance with Board procedures at the earliest, safe opportunity and no later than the end of the school 
day, or end of a transportation run, if reported by a transportation provider. A written report in accordance 
with Board procedures must be made when it is safe to do so (Appendix A) . 
 
The principal or designate is required to provide information, in accordance with Board procedures, to the 
parent/guardian of a pupil who is less than 18 years of age, is not 16 or 17 and withdrawn from parental 
control and where the principal is NOT aware that informing the parent/guardian would put the pupil at 
risk of harm and would not be in the pupil’s best interests.  
 
The principal may inform a parent/guardian of a student 18 years or older or who is 16 or 17 and has 
withdrawn from parental control, if that student consents to the disclosure of information. 
 
Expulsion 
 
The infractions for which a principal may consider recommending to the Board that a pupil be expelled 
from the pupil’s school or from all schools of the Board include: 
1.  Possessing a weapon, including possessing a firearm or knife; 
2.  Using a weapon to cause or to threaten bodily harm to another person; 
3.  Committing physical assault on another person that causes bodily harm requiring treatment by a 

medical practitioner; 
4.  Committing sexual assault; 
5.  Trafficking in weapons, illegal or restricted drugs; 
6.  Committing robbery; 
7.  Giving alcohol to a minor; 
8.  An act considered by the principal to be significantly injurious to the moral tone of the school and/or 

to the physical or mental well-being of others; 
9.  A pattern of behaviour that is so inappropriate that the pupil's continued presence is injurious to the 

effective learning and/or working environment of others; 
10.  Activities engaged in by the pupil on or off school property that cause the pupil's continuing presence 

in the school to create an unacceptable risk to the physical or mental well-being of other person(s) in 
the school or Board; 

11.  Activities engaged in by the pupil on or off school property that have caused extensive damage to the 
property of the Board or to goods that are/were on Board property; 

12.  The pupil has demonstrated through a pattern of behaviour that s/he has not prospered by the 
instruction available to him or her and that s/he is persistently resistant to making changes in 
behaviour which would enable him or her to prosper; or 

13.  Any act considered by the principal to be a serious violation of the requirements for pupil behaviour 
and/or a serious breach of the Board or school Code of Conduct. 



14.  Where a student has no history of discipline or behaviour intervention, or no relevant history, a single 
act, incident or infraction considered by the principal to be a serious violation of the expectations of 
student behaviour and/or a serious breach of the Board or school Code of Conduct. 

 
The Principal and/or Disciplinary Hearing Committee of the Board shall consider whether or not the 
discipline will have a disproportionate impact on a pupil protected by the Human Rights Code and/or 
exacerbate the pupil’s disadvantaged position in society. 
 
Any such infractions about which a board staff member or transportation provider becomes aware must 
be reported to the principal or designate in accordance with Board procedures at the earliest, safe 
opportunity and no later than the end of the school day, or end of a bus run, if reported by a transportation 
provider.  A written report in accordance with Board procedures must be made when it is safe to do so 
(Appendix A) 
 
The principal or designate is required to provide information, in accordance with Board procedures, to the 
parent/guardian of a pupil who is less than 18 years of age, is not 16 or 17 and withdrawn from parental 
control and where the principal is NOT aware that informing the parent/guardian would put the pupil at 
risk of harm and would not be in the pupil’s best interests.  The principal may inform a parent of a student 
18 years or older or who is 16 or 17 and has withdrawn from parental control, if that student consents to 
the disclosure of information. 
 
Factors to Consider Before Deciding to Utilize a Progressive Discipline Approach to Address 
Inappropriate Behaviour  
 
In all cases where progressive discipline is being considered to address an inappropriate behaviour, the 
principal or designate must:  
1.  Consider the particular pupil and circumstances, including considering the mitigating or other factors;  
2. Consider the nature, frequency and severity of the behaviour;  
3.  Consider the impact of the inappropriate behaviour on the school climate; and  
4.  Consult with the pupil’s parent(s)/guardian (unless the pupil is an adult pupil).  

 
Mitigating Factors  
 
Before imposing a suspension pending an investigation to determine whether to recommend expulsion, 
the principal must consider any mitigating factors, outlined above, for the purpose of mitigating the 
discipline to be imposed on the pupil.  For the purpose of the Student Discipline Policy and Procedures, 
the Board interprets the provisions of the Education Act and Regulations in a broad and liberal manner 
consistent with the Human Rights Code.  The principal and/or Discipline Committee of the Board shall 
consider whether or not the discipline will have a disproportionate impact on a pupil protected by the 
Human Rights Code and/or exacerbate the pupil’s disadvantaged position in society. 
 
The mitigating factors to be considered by the principal are: 
1.  Whether the pupil has the ability to control his or her behaviour; 
2.  Whether the pupil has the ability to understand the foreseeable consequences of his or her behaviour; 

and 
3.  Whether the pupil’s continuing presence in the school does or does not create an unacceptable risk to 

the safety of any other individual at the school. 
 
Other Factors to be Considered 
 
1.  The pupil’s academic, discipline and personal history; 
2.  Whether other progressive discipline has been attempted with the pupil, and if so, the progressive 

discipline approach(es) that has/have been attempted and any success or failure; 
3.  Whether the infraction for which the pupil might be disciplined was related to any harassment of the 

pupil because of race, colour, ethnic origin, place of origin, religion, creed, disability, gender or 
gender identity, sexual orientation or harassment for any other reason; 

4.  The impact of the discipline on the pupil’s prospects for further education; 
5.  The pupil’s age; 



6.  Where the pupil has an IEP or disability related needs, 
a)  Whether the behaviour causing the incident was a manifestation of the pupil’s disability; 
b)  Whether appropriate individualized accommodation has been provided; and 
c)  Whether a suspension is likely to result in aggravating or worsening the pupil’s behaviour or 

conduct or whether a suspension is likely to result in a greater likelihood of further inappropriate 
conduct; and 

7.  Whether or not the pupil’s continuing presence at the school creates an unacceptable risk to the safety 
of anyone in the school. 

 
Before imposing a suspension pending an investigation to determine whether to recommend expulsion, 
the principal must consider any mitigating factors, outlined above, for the purpose of mitigating the 
discipline to be imposed on the pupil. The Board interprets the provisions of the Education Act and 
Regulations in a broad and liberal manner consistent with the Human Rights Code. The principal and/or 
Disciplinary Hearing Committee of the Board shall consider whether or not the discipline will have a 
disproportionate impact on a pupil. 
 
1.  The pupil’s academic, discipline and personal history;  
2.  Whether other progressive discipline has been attempted with the pupil, and if so, the progressive 

discipline approach (es) that has/have been attempted and any success or failure;  
3.  Whether the infraction for which the pupil might be disciplined was related to any harassment of the 

pupil because of race, ethnic origin, place of origin, religion, creed, disability, gender or gender 
identity, sexual orientation or harassment for any other reason;  

4.  The impact of the discipline on the pupil’s prospects for further education;  
5.  The pupil’s age;  
6.  Where the pupil has an IEP or disability related needs,  

i.  Whether the behaviour causing the incident was a manifestation of the pupil’s disability;  
ii.  Whether appropriate individualized accommodation has been provided; and  
iii.  Whether a suspension is likely to result in aggravating or worsening the pupil’s behaviour or 

conduct or whether a suspension is likely to result in a greater likelihood of further inappropriate 
conduct; and  

7.  Whether or not the pupil’s continuing presence at the school creates an unacceptable risk to the safety 
of any other individual in the school.  
If the pupil’s continuing presence in the school creates an unacceptable risk to the safety of others in 
the school, then a progressive discipline approach may not be appropriate.  

 
Principal Investigation 
 
Before recommending an expulsion from the pupil’s school or from all schools of the Board, the principal 
must complete an investigation, consistent with the expectations of the Human Rights Code and as 
required by the Education Act, which is consistent with the expectations for principal investigations 
outlined in the Board’s Student Discipline Procedures. 
 
Appeal 
 
Where a pupil’s parent/guardian or the pupil, if 18 or older or 16 or 17 and has removed him/herself from 
parental control, disagrees with the decision of a principal to suspend the pupil that pupil’s 
parent/guardian or the pupil, if 18 or older or 16 or 17 and removed from parental control, may appeal the 
principal’s decision to suspend the pupil, in accordance with the Human Rights Code, the Board’s Student 
Discipline Procedures and Suspension Appeal Guidelines. 
 
Suspension appeals will not be conducted in accordance with or be subject to the Statutory Powers 
Procedure Act. 
 
Disciplinary Hearing Committee 
 
In all cases where consequences might be imposed, teachers, administrators and the Board will consider 
the safety and dignity of all pupils, and the impact of the activity on the school climate. 
 



The Disciplinary Hearing Committee shall have the powers as set out in the Education Act and any other 
powers necessary and shall consider the Human Rights Code of Ontario any other powers prior to 
implementing any appropriate Order 
 
Victims of Serious Student Incidents 
 
The Board supports pupils who are victims of serious incidents of pupil behaviour causing harm contrary 
to the Provincial, Board, and school Codes of Conduct. The principal or designate is required to provide 
information, in accordance with Board procedures, to the parent/guardian of a pupil who is less than 18 
years of age, is not 16 or 17 and withdrawn from parental control and where the principal is NOT aware 
that informing the parent/guardian would put the pupil at risk of harm and would not be in the pupil’s best 
interests. The principal may inform a parent of a student 18 years or older or who is 16 or 17 and has 
withdrawn from parental control, if that student consents to the disclosure of information. The Board shall 
ensure that Principals develop appropriate plans to protect the victim and will communicate to 
parents/guardians of victim’s information about the plan and a method of identifying dissatisfaction with 
steps taken to provide support to the victim. 
 
Record  
 
The principal or designate shall keep a record for each pupil with whom progressive discipline approach 
(es) is utilized. The record should include:  
1. Name of the pupil;  
2. Date of the incident or behaviour;  
3. Nature of the incident or behaviour;  
4. Considerations taken into account;  
5. Progressive discipline approach used;  
6. Outcome; and  
7. Contact with the pupil’s parent/guardian (unless the pupil is an adult pupil). 
 
School-Level Plans 
 
1.  School-wide progressive discipline plans must address the requirements of the Code, and proactively 

measures to address systemic human rights concerns experienced by racialized students and students 
with disabilities. 

2.  Schools are to develop and implement a school-wide progressive discipline plan which support 
strategies including plans to protect victims. 

 



Appendix  A 
 

Safe Schools Incident Reporting Form – Part I 
 

 
Report No: 
________________ 

CONFIDENTIAL 
SAFE SCHOOLS INCIDENT REPORTING FORM – PART I 

Name of School:   

1. Names of 
Pupil(s) Involved  
(if known) 

________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 

2. Where the 
Incident Occurred 
(check one) 

  A Location in the School or on School Property (please specify) 
_______________________________________________________ 

  At School-Related Activity (please specify) _____________________ 
  On a School Bus (Route #) _________________________________ 
  Other (please specify)______________________________________ 
 

3. When the 
Incident Occurred 

Date:  _______________________                 Time:  _________________ 

4. Type of Incident 
(check all 
applicable)  

Activities for which suspension must be considered under section 306(1) of the 
Education Act 

  Uttering a threat to inflict serious bodily harm on another person. 
  Possessing alcohol or illegal drugs. 
  Being under the influence of alcohol. 
  Swearing at a teacher or at another person in a position of authority. 
  Committing an act of vandalism that causes extensive damage to school 

property at the pupil’s school or to property located on the premises of the 
pupil’s school.  

  Bullying. 
  Any other activity for which a pupil may be suspended under a policy of the 

board. 
[Note: Boards must specify on this form any other activities for which the principal 
may suspend according to board policy.] 
Activities for which expulsion must be considered under section 310(1) of the 
Education Act 

  Possessing a weapon, including possessing a firearm. 
  Using a weapon to cause or to threaten bodily harm to another person. 
  Committing physical assault on another person that causes bodily harm 

requiring treatment by a medical practitioner. 
  Committing sexual assault. 
  Trafficking in weapons or in illegal drugs. 
  Committing robbery. 
  Giving alcohol to a minor. 
  Any other activity for which a pupil may be expelled under a policy of a 

board.  
[Note: Boards must specify on this form any other activities for which the board may 
expel according to board policy.] 

5. Report Submitted By:    Name:__________________ Signature: _______________ Date: 
____________ 
      
Contact Information:    Location: _________________________  Telephone: _______________ 

 
 
 
 
 



Appendix  B 
 

Safe Schools Incident Reporting Form – Part II 
 
 
SAFE SCHOOLS INCIDENT REPORTING FORM – PART II 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT 

Report No:     
__________________________________________________________________
 
Report Submitted By: Name: _____________________   Date: _____________ 
 
        Action Taken                                                          No Action Required 
 
 (Principal): Name: ______________Signature: ______________ Date: _______ 
 
Note: Only Part II to be returned to the person who reported. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



C3.2

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: REPORT OF THE NIAGARA FALLS ELEMENTARY AND 

SECONDARY FAMILY OF SCHOOLS/ST. GEORGE AND ST. 
JOSEPH (SNYDER) CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 
AND ST. MICHAEL CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE AD HOC ATTENDANCE AREA 
REVIEW COMMITTEE 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Niagara Catholic District School 
Board receive the report of the Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee for the 
Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/ St. George and St. Joseph 
(Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School 
Niagara-on-the-Lake and approve the recommendations as presented. 
 
 
1. THAT the St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School proposed boundary changes as 

recommended through the Pupil Accommodation Review (PAR), and as approved by 
the Board motion of May 26, 2009 with students transferred to St.  Patrick, St. Mary, 
and Father Hennepin Catholic Elementary Schools for September 2010 be maintained. 

 
THAT the new boundary description for St. Patrick Catholic Elementary School be 
described as: 
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to 
South: Newman Hill (centerline) to Magdalen St. (and its projection) to Slater Ave. 
to Roberts St. 
West: MacDonald St to Stamford St to Florence Ave to Rosedale Ave to Sixth Ave 
(excluding) to the CNR to  
North:  to the Queenston Chippawa Power Canal to the point of commencement on the 
Niagara River 
THAT the new boundary for St. Mary Catholic Elementary School be described as:  
East: Commencing on Sixth Ave to Rosedale Ave (excluding) to Florence Ave 
(excluding) to Stamford St (excluding) to MacDonald St (excluding) to Roberts St. 
(centerline) 
South: Slater Ave (centerline) to Magdalen St. (centerline) to Victoria Avenue. 
(centerline)   
West:  Ferry St. to Lundy’s Lane to Glenholme to  
North:  the QEW to the CNR to Thorold Stone Rd (centerline) to Stanley Ave 
(centerline) to the CNR to the point of commencement on Sixth Ave 
 



THAT the new boundary description for Father Hennepin Catholic Elementary 
School be described as: 
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to 
South: Corfield St (and its projection) to Stanley Ave to the Welland River to 
West: Wilson Cres (and its projection) to McLeod Rd to Dell Ave (and its projection) 
to the power transmission lines to Drummond Rd to Culp Street to Franklin Ave 
North:  to Lundy’s Lane to Ferry Ave. (and its projection) to the point of 
commencement on the Niagara River 
 

2. THAT upon further consideration by the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary 
Family of Schools/St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools 
Attendance Area Ad Hoc Committee that the following proposed boundary changes 
occur for St. Vincent de Paul, Loretto Catholic, Cardinal Newman, and Sacred Heart 
Catholic Elementary Schools and for Saint Michael and Saint Paul Catholic Secondary 
Schools effective September 2010. 

 
St. Vincent de Paul  
East:  Commencing on the QEW to  
South:  Alpine Drive (and its projection and including all cul de sacs off of Alpine - 
Yvette, Kathleen and Valerie) to Kalar Road (centerline) to Beaverdams Road 
(centerline), 
West: Thorold Townline Road (centerline) to the City Boundary (Niagara Falls & 
Thorold) to  
North: The City boundary (Niagara Falls & Niagara-on-the-Lake) to the point of 
commencement on the QEW. 
 
Loretto Catholic  
East: Commencing on Montrose Road (centerline) at Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to 
South: McLeod Road (centerline) to  
West: City Boundary (Niagara Falls and Thorold) to  
North: Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to the point of commencement on Montrose Road. 

  
Cardinal Newman  
East: Commencing on the QEW to 
South: Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to  
West:  Thorold Townline Road (centerline) to 
North: Beaverdams to Kalar Road (centerline) to the projection of Alpine Drive 
(excluding all cul de sacs off of Alpine – Yvette, Kathleen, Valerie – and its 
projection) to the point of commencement on the QEW  
 
Sacred Heart  
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to  
South: to Bossert Road (excluding – and  its projection) to King Road (excluding) to 
Bossert Road (excluding) to Beck Road (excluding) to Shisler Road  (excluding) to  
West: the township lot line between lots 5 and 6 (Morris Road) to  
North: the Welland River to Stanley Ave. (excluding) to Corfield St. (excluding – and 
its projection) to the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 
 
Saint Michael High School  
East: Commencing on the Niagara River 
South: Netherby Road (excluding) 
West: the Canada Southern Railway to the Lyons Creek to the township lot line 
between lots 5 and 6 (between Morris and Crowland Roads) to the Welland River to 
the City Boundary (Niagara Falls and Thorold) to  
North:  Lundy's Lane (centerline) east to the QEW to 420 Hwy. to Glenhome Ave. 
(centerline) to south to Lundy’s Lane (centerline) east along Lundy’s Lane to 
Ferry (and its projection) to the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 



 
Saint Paul High School 
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to  
South: to Victoria Avenue to Ferry St. (and its projection) to Lundy’s Lane 
(centerline) to Glenholme Ave. (centerline) to 420 Hwy. to  
West: QEW (centerline) south to Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to Thorold Townline 
Road (centerline) to  
North: the City Boundary (Niagara Falls and Thorold and Niagara Falls & Niagara on 
the Lake) to the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 

 
3. THAT students, who are currently in Grades 8 to Grade 12, who are currently residing in 

the St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School (NF) or the Loretto Catholic Elementary School 
attendance area and have been affected by the proposed elementary or secondary boundary 
changes will have transportation provided to either St. Paul or St. Michael Catholic High 
Schools in Niagara Falls until graduation.  If required, transportation will continue for their 
sibling(s) until the current grade 8 student graduates from secondary school. 
 

4. THAT, the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and St. 
Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools Attendance Area Ad Hoc Committee 
continue to review the attendance boundaries for all elementary and secondary schools in 
Niagara Falls and Niagara-on-the-Lake with an annual report to the Board.  
 

6. THAT, new requests for attendance area exceptions will be reviewed in accordance with 
Board Policy/Guidelines 301.1, Admission of Students.  Attendance area exceptions will 
not be granted to students who wish to attend St. Vincent de Paul, Cardinal Newman and 
Loretto Catholic except for the purpose of keeping siblings together within the same 
school. 
 

6. THAT, Senior Staff will review Board Policy/Guidelines 301.1, Admission of Students, 
within the current Policy and Administrative Guideline Review Process. 

 

Prepared by: Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and  
 St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic 
 Elementary School, Niagara-on-the-Lake Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee 

Presented by: John Dekker, Chair of the Ad Hoc Committee 
 Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education 
                               James Woods, Controller of Plant 

Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education  
 
Date:  January 26, 2010 
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REPORT TO THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
JANUARY 12, 2010 

 
REPORT OF THE NIAGARA FALLS ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY 

FAMILY OF SCHOOLS/ST. GEORGE AND ST. JOSEPH (SNYDER) 
CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS AND ST. MICHAEL CATHOLIC 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE  
AD HOC ATTENDANCE AREA REVIEW COMMITTEE 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) 
Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School, Niagara-on-the-Lake Ad Hoc 
Attendance Area Review Committee, chaired by Mr. John Dekker, met on Wednesday, January 6, 2010, 
and approved a motion that the following recommendations, as outlined in the attached report, be 
submitted to the Committee of the Whole for approval to the Niagara Catholic District School Board. 
   
THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive 
the report of the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and St. Joseph 
(Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School, Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee and approve the recommendations as presented. 
 
1. THAT the St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School proposed boundary changes as recommended 

through the Pupil Accommodation Review (PAR), and as approved by the Board motion of May 
26th, 2009 with students transferred to St. Patrick, St. Mary, and Father Hennepin Catholic 
Elementary Schools for September 2010 be maintained. 

 
THAT the new boundary description for St. Patrick Catholic Elementary School be described as: 
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to 
South: Magdalen St. (and its projection) to Slater Ave. to Roberts St. 
West: MacDonald St to Stamford St to Florence Ave to Rosedale Ave to Sixth Ave (excluding) to the 
CNR to  
North:  to the Queenston Chippawa Power Canal to the point of commencement on the Niagara River 
 
THAT the new boundary for St. Mary Catholic Elementary School be described as:  
East:  Commencing on Sixth Ave to Rosedale Ave (excluding) to Florence Ave (excluding) to 
Stamford St (excluding) to MacDonald St (excluding) to Roberts St. (centerline) 
South:  Slater Ave (centerline) to Magdalen St. (centerline) to Victoria Avenue. (centerline)   
West:  Ferry St. to Lundy’s Lane to Glenholme to  
North:  Hwy 420 to the QEW to the CNR to Thorold Stone Rd (centerline) to Stanley Ave 
(centerline) to the CNR to the point of commencement on Sixth Ave 
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THAT the new boundary description for Father Hennepin Catholic Elementary School be 
described as: 
East:  Commencing on the Niagara River to 
South:  Corfield St (and its projection) to Stanley Ave to the Welland River to 
West:  Wilson Cres (and its projection) to McLeod Rd to Dell Ave (and its projection) to the power 
transmission lines to Drummond Rd to Culp Street to Franklin Ave 
North:  to Lundy’s Lane to Ferry Ave. (and its projection) to the point of commencement on the 
Niagara River 

 
2. THAT upon further consideration by the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of 

Schools/St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools, and St. Michael Catholic 
Elementary School, Niagara-on-the-Lake Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee that the 
following proposed boundary changes occur for St. Vincent de Paul, Loretto Catholic, Cardinal 
Newman, and Sacred Heart Catholic Elementary Schools and for Saint Michael and Saint Paul 
Catholic Secondary Schools effective September 2010. 

 
St. Vincent de Paul  
East:  Commencing on the QEW to  
South:  Alpine Drive (and its projection and including all cul de sacs off of Alpine - Yvette, Kathleen 
and Valerie) to Kalar Road (centerline) to Beaverdams Road (centerline), 
West:  Thorold Townline Road (centerline) to the City Boundary (Niagara Falls & Thorold) to  
North:  The City boundary (Niagara Falls & Niagara-on-the-Lake) to the point of commencement on 
the QEW. 
 
Loretto Catholic  
East:  Commencing on Montrose Road (centerline) at Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to 
South:  McLeod Road (centerline) to  
West:  City Boundary (Niagara Falls and Thorold) to  
North:  Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to the point of commencement on Montrose Road. 
  
Cardinal Newman  
East:  Commencing on the QEW to 
South:  Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to  
West:  Thorold Townline Road (centerline) to 
North:  Beaverdams to Kalar Road (centerline) to the projection of Alpine Drive (excluding all 
cul de sacs off of Alpine – Yvette, Kathleen, Valerie – and its projection) to the point of 
commencement on the QEW  
 
Sacred Heart  
East:  Commencing on the Niagara River to  
South:  to Bossert Road (excluding – and  its projection) to King Road (excluding) to Bossert 
Road (excluding) to Beck Road (excluding) to Shisler Road  (excluding) to  
West:  the township lot line between lots 5 and 6 (Morris Road) to  
North:  the Welland River to Stanley Ave. (excluding) to Corfield St. (excluding – and its projection) 
to the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 
 
Saint Michael High School  
East:  Commencing on the Niagara River  
South:  Netherby Road (excluding) 
West:  the Canada Southern Railway to the Lyons Creek to the township lot line between lots 5 and 6 
(between Morris and Crowland Roads) to the Welland River to the City Boundary (Niagara Falls and 
Thorold) to  
North:  Lundy's Lane (centerline) east to the QEW to 420 Hwy. to Glenhome Ave. (centerline) 
to south to Lundy’s Lane (centerline) east along Lundy’s Lane to Ferry (and its projection) to 
the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 
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Saint Paul High School 
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to the projection of Magdalen St. 
South: to Victoria Avenue to Ferry St. (and its projection) to Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to 
Glenholme Ave. (centerline) to 420 Hwy. to  
West: QEW (centerline) south to Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to West Thorold Townline Road 
(centerline) to  
North: the City Boundary (Niagara Falls and Thorold and Niagara Falls & Niagara on the Lake) to 
the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 

 
3. THAT students, who are currently in Grades 8 to Grade 12, who are currently residing in the St. 

Joseph Catholic Elementary School (NF) or the Loretto Catholic Elementary School attendance area 
and have been affected by the proposed elementary or secondary boundary changes will have 
transportation provided to either St. Paul or St. Michael Catholic High Schools in Niagara Falls until 
graduation.  If required, transportation will continue for their sibling(s) until the current grade 8 
student graduates from secondary school. 

 
4. THAT, the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and St. Joseph, 

(Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools, and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School, Niagara-on-the-
Lake Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee continue to review the attendance boundaries for 
all elementary and secondary schools in Niagara Falls and Niagara-on-the-Lake with an annual report 
to the Board. 

 
5. THAT, new requests for attendance area exceptions will be reviewed in accordance with Board 

Policy/Guidelines 301.1, Admission of Students. Attendance area exceptions will not be granted to 
students who wish to attend St. Vincent de Paul, Cardinal Newman and Loretto Catholic except for 
the purpose of keeping siblings together within the same school. 

 
6. THAT, Senior Staff will review Board Policy/Guidelines 301.1, Admission of Students, within the 

current Policy and Administrative Guideline Review Process. 
 
The report of the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and St. Joseph 
(Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee is attached. 
 

 
Prepared by:  The Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and St. 

Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary 
School Niagara-on –the-Lake Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee 

  
Presented by:   John Dekker, Chair of the Ad Hoc Committee 
                        Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education 
                           James Woods, Controller of Plant 
 
Approved by:   John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date:                January 12, 2010 
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REPORT TO THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 
JANUARY 12, 2010 

 
REPORT OF THE NIAGARA FALLS ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY 

FAMILY OF SCHOOLS/ST. GEORGE AND ST. JOSEPH (SNYDER) 
CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS AND ST. MICHAEL CATHOLIC 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 
AD HOC ATTENDANCE AREA REVIEW COMMITTEE 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The mandate of the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/ St. George and St. 
Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School Niagara-on-
the-Lake Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee is the result of the Pupil Accommodation Review 
(PAR) Report by Senior Staff presented to the Board at the May 26th, 2009 Board Meeting. The following 
recommendations were approved by the Board:  

That, St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School be closed by September 2010 with St. Joseph relocated 
through the Attendance Area process to St. Mary, St. Patrick and Father Hennepin Catholic Elementary 
Schools. 

That, a Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee of the 
Board be established in September 2009 to review the attendance boundaries for all elementary and 
secondary schools in Niagara Falls.  According to the Board’s Attendance Area Policy 301.3, the 
mandate of the committee will be to recommend to the Board stability within all attendance areas while 
maximizing facility utilization of all elementary and secondary schools in Niagara Falls (May 26th, 2009). 

At the Board Meeting of September 26th, 2009 the following recommendations were approved: to add St. 
Joseph (Snyder) and St. George Catholic Elementary Schools to the Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review 
Committee and for the Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee to present a final report to the Board 
by January 2010. 

That the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve that the Niagara Falls Elementary and 
Secondary Family of Schools Attendance Area Ad Hoc Committee be combined with the St. George and 
St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools Attendance Area Ad Hoc Committee, and  

That, Niagara Catholic District School Board approve that the final report of the Attendance Area 
Review Ad Hoc Committee be presented to the Board through the Committee of the Whole no later than 
January 2010 (September 29, 2009) .  
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Therefore, as a result of these recommendations as approved by the Board, the terms of reference for the 
Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/ St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic 
Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School Niagara-on-the-Lake Ad Hoc 
Attendance Area Review Committee are as follows: 

1. The maintenance of demographic stability in all attendance areas for the Catholic elementary and 
secondary schools in Niagara Falls, and St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary 
Schools;  

2. The maximum utilization of  all Catholic elementary and secondary schools in the Niagara Falls/St. 
George and St. Joseph (Snyder) attendance areas; and 

3.  The presentation of the final report of the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of 
Schools/St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic 
Elementary School Niagara-on- the Lake Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee at the 
Committee of the Whole meeting of January 12th, 2010. 

Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee Membership 

The Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/ St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) 
Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School Niagara-on-the-Lake Ad Hoc 
Attendance Area Review Committee as outlined in the Board’s Attendance Area Policy and 
Administrative Guidelines: Policy No. 301.3 consisted of the following members:   
 John Dekker: Trustee and Chair of the Committee 
 Frank Fera: Trustee 
 Ed Nieuwesteeg: Trustee 
 John Crocco: Director of Education and Resource 
 Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells: Superintendent of Education – Secretary/Resource 
 James Woods: Controller of Plant-Resource 
 Kathy Levinski: Manager of Plant Services-Resource  

Considerations by the Committee 

The following information was taken into consideration by the Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review 
Committee: 
 Current student population in all schools 
 Projected student population growth in all schools for the next fifteen years 
 Number of surplus spaces in all schools 
 Number of portables at all schools 
 Current existing boundaries of all schools 
 Recommendations and feedback from Senior Staff, Principal and Vice- Principals, Parents/Guardians, 

and Members of the Community during the consultation process about proposed boundary changes 
 Information from the City of Niagara Falls regarding potential growth and development in Niagara 

Falls 
 Realignment of transportation routes for students 
 Full Day Early Learning Programs (FD ELP) for 4 and 5 year old pupils 
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Elementary and Secondary Schools Reviewed by the Committee 

The boundaries for the following elementary and secondary schools were reviewed by the Committee: 
 Cardinal Newman Catholic Elementary School 
 Father Hennepin Catholic Elementary School 
 Loretto Catholic Elementary School 
 Mary Ward Catholic Elementary School 
 Notre Dame Catholic Elementary School 
 Our Lady of  Mount Carmel Catholic Elementary School 
 Sacred Heart Catholic Elementary School 
 St. Gabriel Lalement Catholic Elementary School 
 St. George Catholic Elementary School 
 St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School 
 St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School (Snyder) 
 St. Mary Catholic Elementary School 
 St. Michael Catholic Elementary School (NOTL) 
 St. Patrick Catholic Elementary School 
 St. Thomas More Catholic Elementary School 
 St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Elementary School 
 Saint Michael Catholic High School 
 Saint Paul Catholic High School 

Principal and Vice- Principal Participation 

The Principals and Vice-Principals of all of the schools supported the work of the Committee by 
communicating the proposed boundary changes to their Catholic School Councils and school 
communities, by attending community meetings, and by providing correspondence about the proposed 
boundary changes to Catholic School Councils and parents/guardians.   

Timelines of Recommendations to the Board 

The following timeline was followed by the Committee: 

May 26, 2009 

Board approved recommendation regarding St. Joseph Catholic Elementary to close June 2010 with 
students being transferred to St. Patrick, St. Mary and Fr. Hennepin Catholic Elementary Schools.  In 
addition, the Board approved a motion to establish an Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee to 
review the attendance boundaries for all elementary and secondary schools in Niagara Falls. 

September 29, 2009  

Board approved that the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools Ad Hoc Attendance 
Area Review Committee would be combined with St. George/ St. Joseph, (Snyder) Catholic Elementary 
Schools Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee. 

October 13, 2009  

Trustee Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee Meeting 
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October 14, 2009  

Meeting with Principals of all Niagara Falls elementary and secondary schools and St. George/ St. Joseph 
(Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools 

November 3, 2009  

Trustee Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee Meeting 

November 11, 2009 – 4:00 p.m. 

Trustee Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee Meeting 

November 12, 2009 – 4:00 p.m. 

Meeting with all Principals to discuss the proposed boundary recommendations 

November 18, 2009 – 4:00 p.m. 

Trustee Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee Meeting 

November 24, 2009 – 4:30 p.m. 

Trustee Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee Meeting 

December 3, 2009 – 7:00 p.m.    57 Community Attendees 

Community Meeting: St. Paul Catholic High School Family of Schools and St. Michael Catholic 
Elementary School- NOTL  

December 9, 2009 – 7:00 p.m.   70 Community Attendees 

Community Meeting: St. Michael Catholic High School Family of Schools,  

St. Joseph (Snyder) 

December 15, 2009- 5:00 p.m.  

Trustee Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee Meeting 

January 5, 2010 – 7:00 p.m.    37 Community Attendees 

Town Hall Meeting:  St. Michael Catholic High School to present all boundary changes for the Niagara 
Falls/St. George/St. Joseph (Snyder) Schools 

January 6th,  2010- 5:00 p.m. 

Trustee Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee Meeting 
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January 12, 2010- 7:00 p.m. 

Report to the Committee of the Whole Meeting from the Committee 

January 26, 2010 – 7:00 p.m. 

Board consideration of recommendations at the Niagara Catholic District School Board Meeting 

Appendices 

Appendix A- Background on Surplus Spaces in the Niagara Catholic District School Board/ Niagara Falls 
Elementary and Secondary Schools 

Appendix B-   Maps of Proposed Elementary and Secondary Boundary Changes 

Appendix C-   Proposed Boundary Maps 

Appendix D- Enrolment Projections 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

As a result of the work of the Committee, examining current and projected data at the Committee 
Meetings, in consultation with Senior Staff, and a review of the community feedback and public input 
received at the Community Meetings and the Town Hall Meeting, the Niagara Falls Elementary and 
Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. 
Michael Catholic Elementary School Niagara-on-the-Lake Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee 
has made the following recommendations: 

1. THAT the St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School proposed boundary changes as recommended 
through the Pupil Accommodation Review (PAR), and as approved by the Board motion of May 
26th, 2009 with students transferred to St.  Patrick, St. Mary, and Father Hennepin Catholic 
Elementary Schools for September 2010 be maintained. 

 
THAT the new boundary description for St. Patrick Catholic Elementary School be described as: 
East:  Commencing on the Niagara River to 
South:  Magdalen St. (and its projection) to Slater Ave. to Roberts St. 
West:  MacDonald St to Stamford St to Florence Ave to Rosedale Ave to Sixth Ave (excluding) to 
the CNR to  
North:  to the Queenston Chippawa Power Canal to the point of commencement on the Niagara River 
 
THAT the new boundary for St. Mary Catholic Elementary School be described as:  
East:  Commencing on Sixth Ave to Rosedale Ave (excluding) to Florence Ave (excluding) to 
Stamford St (excluding) to MacDonald St (excluding) to Roberts St. (centerline) 
South:  Slater Ave (centerline) to Magdalen St. (centerline) to Victoria Avenue. (centerline)   
West:  Ferry St. to Lundy’s Lane to Glenholme to  
North:  Hwy 420 to the QEW to the CNR to Thorold Stone Rd (centerline) to Stanley Ave 
(centerline) to the CNR to the point of commencement on Sixth Ave 
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THAT the new boundary description for Father Hennepin Catholic Elementary School be 
described as: 
East:  Commencing on the Niagara River to 
South:  Corfield St (and its projection) to Stanley Ave to the Welland River to 
West:  Wilson Cres (and its projection) to McLeod Rd to Dell Ave (and its projection) to the power 
transmission lines  
to Drummond Rd to Culp Street to Franklin Ave 
North:  to Lundy’s Lane to Ferry Ave. (and its projection) to the point of commencement on the 
Niagara River 
 

2. THAT upon further consideration by the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of 
Schools/St. George and St. Joseph, Snyder Catholic Elementary Schools, and St. Michael Catholic 
Elementary School, Niagara-on-the-Lake Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee that the 
following proposed boundary changes occur for St. Vincent de Paul, Loretto Catholic, Cardinal 
Newman, and Sacred Heart Catholic Elementary Schools and for Saint Michael and Saint Paul 
Catholic Secondary Schools effective September 2010. 
 
St. Vincent de Paul  
East:  Commencing on the QEW to  
South:  Alpine Drive (and its projection and including all cul de sacs off of Alpine - Yvette, Kathleen 
and Valerie) to Kalar Road (centerline) to Beaverdams Road (centerline), 
West:  Thorold Townline Road (centerline) to the City Boundary (Niagara Falls & Thorold) to  
North:  The City boundary (Niagara Falls & Niagara-on-the-Lake) to the point of commencement on 
the QEW. 
 
Loretto Catholic  
East:  Commencing on Montrose Road (centerline) at Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to 
South:  McLeod Road (centerline) to  
West:  City Boundary (Niagara Falls and Thorold) to  
North:  Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to the point of commencement on Montrose Road. 
  
Cardinal Newman  
East:  Commencing on the QEW to 
South:  Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to  
West:  Thorold Townline Road (centerline) to 
North:  Beaverdams to Kalar Road (centerline) to the projection of Alpine Drive (excluding all 
cul de sacs off of Alpine – Yvette, Kathleen, Valerie – and its projection) to the point of 
commencement on the QEW  
 
Sacred Heart  
East:  Commencing on the Niagara River to  
South:  to Bossert Road (excluding – and  its projection) to King Road (excluding) to Bossert 
Road (excluding) to Beck Road (excluding) to Shisler Road  (excluding) to  
West:  the township lot line between lots 5 and 6 (Morris Road) to  
North:  the Welland River to Stanley Ave. (excluding) to Corfield St. (excluding –  and its projection) 
to the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 
 
Saint Michael High School  
East:  Commencing on the Niagara River 
South:  Netherby Road (excluding) 
West:  the Canada Southern Railway to the Lyons Creek to the township lot line between lots 5 and 6 
(between Morris and Crowland Roads) to the Welland River to the City Boundary (Niagara Falls and 
Thorold) to  
North:  Lundy's Lane (centerline) east to the QEW to 420 Hwy. to Glenhome Ave. (centerline) 
to south to Lundy’s Lane (centerline) east along Lundy’s Lane to Ferry (and its projection) to 
the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 
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Saint Paul High School 
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to the projection of Magdalen St. 
South: to Victoria Avenue to Ferry St. (and its projection) to Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to 
Glenholme Ave. (centerline) to 420 Hwy. to  
West: QEW (centerline) south to Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to West Thorold Townline Road 
(centerline) to  
North: the City Boundary (Niagara Falls and Thorold and Niagara Falls & Niagara on the Lake) to 
the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 

 
3. THAT students, who are currently in Grades 8 to Grade 12, who are currently residing in the St. 

Joseph Catholic Elementary School (NF) or the Loretto Catholic Elementary School attendance area 
and have been affected by the proposed elementary or secondary boundary changes will have 
transportation provided to either St. Paul or St. Michael Catholic High Schools in Niagara Falls until 
graduation.  If required, transportation will continue for their sibling(s) until the current grade 8 
student graduates from secondary school. 

 
4.  THAT, the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and St. Joseph, 

Snyder Catholic Elementary Schools, and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School, Niagara-on-the-
Lake Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee continue to review the attendance boundaries for 
all elementary and secondary schools in Niagara Falls and Niagara-on-the-Lake with an annual report 
to the Board. 

 
5. THAT, new requests for attendance area exceptions will be reviewed in accordance with Board 

Policy/Guidelines 301.1, Admission of  Students.   Attendance area exceptions will not be granted to 
students who wish to attend St. Vincent de Paul, Cardinal Newman and Loretto Catholic except for 
the purpose of keeping siblings together within the same school. 

 
6.  THAT, Senior Staff will review Board Policy/Guidelines 301.1, Admission of Students, within the 

current Policy and Administrative Guideline Review Process. 
 

 
Prepared by:   Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education 
                           James Woods, Controller of Plant 
 
Presented by:   Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education 
                           James Woods, Controller of Plant 
 
Approved by:   John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date:                 January 12, 2010 
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TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 
 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: APPROVED MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL EDUCATION 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING OF DECEMBER 2, 2009  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Approved Minutes of the 
Special Education Advisory Committee Meeting of December 2, 2009, as presented for 
information. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE 

SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2009 
 

 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Special Education Advisory Committee, held on Wednesday, December 2, 
2009, at 8:30 p.m. in the Father Kenneth Burns csc Board Room, at the Catholic Education Centre, 427 
Rice Road, Welland.   
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:30 p.m. by Chairperson Fuhrer. 
 
A. ROUTINE MATTERS 
 

1. Opening Prayer 
 

Opening Prayers were led by Chairperson Fuhrer. 
 
2. Roll Call 
 

Members 

Pr
es

en
t 

A
bs

en
t 

Ex
cu

se
d 

Carole Fuhrer   

Anna Racine   

Connie Parry   

Heather Schneider   

Kim Rosati   

Sarina Labonte   

Rob Lavorato  
Mike Gowan   

Jim Wells   

Dianne Radunsky   

Mona O’Brien   

Trustees   

Gary Crole   

Frank Fera   

 
The following staff were in attendance: 

John Crocco, Director of Education; Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education; 
Marcel Jacques, Administrator Special Education; Mary Kay Kalagian, Principal-
Elementary; Tina DiFrancesco, Recording Secretary 
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3. Approval of the Agenda 
 
Moved by Sarina Labonte 
Seconded by Kim Rosati 

THAT the Special Education Advisory Committee approve the Agenda of the Special 
Education Advisory Committee Meeting of December 2, 2009: 

CARRIED 
 

4. Disclosure of Interest 
 
No Disclosures of Interest were declared with any items on the agenda. 
 

5. Approval of Minutes of the Special Education Advisory Committee Meeting of November 4 
2009  
 
Moved by Anna Racine 
Seconded by Heather Schneider 

THAT the Special Education Advisory Committee approve the Minutes of the Special 
Education Advisory Committee Meeting of November 4, 2009, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 

B. PRESENTATIONS 
 
C. VISIONING 
 

1.   Goals and Vision for 2009 – Committee Vision 
 
 1.1 SEAC Network research and update – Deferred to January meeting 
  
 1.2 Survey to ERTs – Deferred to January meeting 
  
 1.3 Succession Planning and Election Proceedings 
 
  Superintendent Baldasaro explained the procedure for election proceedings for  
  Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson which will take place at the January 6th, 2010  
  SEAC meeting.   
 

D. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 
NOVEMBER 4, 2009 

 
1. Learner Advocacy  
  
2. Parent Outreach 
  
3. Program and Service Recommendations 
 
4. Special Education Budget 
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 4.1 Letter to Ministry of Education 
 
  Chair Fuhrer drafted a letter to the Ministry of Education in regards to funding for  
  psychological and speech and language assessments.  A copy of this letter was sent to the  
  SEAC members prior to the meeting for review.  Chair Fuhrer will make revisions to the  
  letter based on the comments and suggestions put forth by the members and bring forward  
  at the January 6th, 2010 SEAC meeting.  The letter will be presented to the Board for  
  approval prior to mailing. 
 
  There was discussion about the Local Health Integration Network (LHINS).  Sarina  
  Labonte will invite a representative from the LHINS to do a presentation in 2010. 

 
5. Annual Review, Special Education Plan 
 
6. Other Related Items 
 

E. AGENCY REPORTS 
 
 1. VOICE for Hearing Impaired Children – Kim Rosati 
 

 Nil Report 
 

2. Down Syndrome Caring Parents (Niagara) – Rob Lavorato  
 

 Down Syndrome week came to a close on November 7th which was also the date of our 
trivia night & silent auction fundraiser.  The event was a success almost doubling the 
turnout from the previous event. 

 The Christmas party for the children will be held at the Fire Briggade Hall in Niagara Falls, 
on December 12th at noon.   

                                          
 3. Community Living – Welland/Pelham – Heather Schneider 

 
 Nil Report 

 
4. Association for Bright Children – Connie Parry 
 

 Nil Report 
 

5.    Community Living – Grimsby, Lincoln and West Lincoln – Sarina Labonte 
 

 Community consultations are taking place with families, self-advocates, and service 
providers with respect to various draft regulations of the new Bill 77;  Application entities 
and funding entities are part of this legislation and will impact how families are accessing 
services for adults;  children’s services in the developmental and mental health sectors will 
continue to access Contact Niagara locally. 

 Niagara Child and Youth Services is launching a program that will enable clinical services 
to be available on a mobile basis for children and youth who have a dual diagnosis;  An 
information session on this new program will be provided in the new year. 

 The Ministry of Community and Social Services is requiring all transfer payment agencies 
to comply with the French Language Services Act of Ontario and to increase service 
accessibility to francophone consumers in Niagara and specifically from the two designated 
municipalities. 
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 Additional centre-based respite for children offered by our agency will be provided to 
families during the Christmas holidays, at the end of January during high school exam time, 
and during spring break. 

 
6. Learning Disabilities Association of Niagara – Carole Fuhrer 
 

 Nil Report 
 

7. Autism Ontario – Mike Gowan 
 

 Nil Report 
 

8. The Tourette Syndrome Association of Ontario – Anna Racine 
 

 Nil Report 
 

9. John Howard Society of Niagara – Jim Wells 
 

 Stop Now and Plan (SNAP) training is starting with four school boards and the John 
Howard Society staff. 

 
10. Ontario Brain Injury Association – Dianne Radunsky 

 
 Nil Report 

 
11. VIEWS – Mona O’Brien 
 

 VIEWS is offering different placement programs.  Further information can be found on the 
VIEWS website at www.viewson.ca. 

 
F. STAFF REPORTS 

 
1. Mary Kay Kalagian – Principal, Elementary 
 

 Nil Report 
 

2. Ken Griepsma – Principal, Secondary 
 

 Special Education students from various Secondary schools who will be writing the OSSLT 
will be having a practice assessment using the accommodations that they will be using 
during the actual test in February.  This test will be marked and feedback will be provided 
to these students. 

 A number of schools have begun their IPRC process. 
 Special Education students/classes in a number of schools have taken up fundraising 

activities.  Other classes are doing community service. 
 There are a number of class trips occurring with Special Needs students well represented.  

Special emphasis is being placed on ensuring that students with special needs, especially 
those with physical challenges, are able to access these wonderful co-curricular events. 

 St. Francis will be hosting a Christmas dinner and dance on Tuesday, December 8th, 2009 
for students with special needs from our eight Catholic high schools. 
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 3. Marcel Jacques – Administrator Special Education 

 
 Plans to incorporate the Special Education Plan with the Board Improvement Plan are 

forthcoming.  Marcel Jacques informed members of the SEAC about the process of 
reviewing the Special Education Plan to be finalized in May 2010.  Staff and members will 
work collaboratively to make the necessary changes.  Further information will follow. 

 On November 25th, 2009 Student Achievement K-12 Special Education staff and Joel 
Steiger, LDA alternate SEAC representative attended the Regional Session on Continuous 
Improvement of Individual Education Plans (IEP) to Support Student Achievement which 
took place at the Hamilton Wentworth Catholic District School Board, Nicholas Mancini 
Centre. 

 
4. Yolanda Baldasaro – Superintendent of Education 
 

 Superintendent Baldasaro presented the Safe Arrival Statement of Policy and 
Administrative Guidelines to the members of the SEAC for review.  This is an existing 
policy under review.  Vetting closes on Friday, January 22nd, 2010.  Any comments or 
suggestions can be forwarded to Chair Fuhrer to be brought forward at the January 6th, 2010 
SEAC meeting. 

 Superintendent Baldasaro wished all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
 
G. TRUSTEE REPORTS 
 

1. Gary Crole – Trustee 
 

 The Annual Organizational Meeting of the Board was held on Tuesday, December 1st, 2009.  
Trustee Crole announced that Kathy Burtnik was elected as Chairperson of the Board and 
John Dekker as Vice-Chairperson of the Board.  Trustee Crole acknowledged Frank Fera 
for his leadership this past year.  

 
2. Frank Fera – Trustee 
 

 On Monday, November 30th, 2009 a boundary review meeting was held with the public in 
Niagara Falls. In September 2010, students from St. Joseph Elementary school will be 
dispersed to three Niagara Falls schools; St. Mary, Father Hennepin and St. Patrick. 

 
H. NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Learner Advocacy  
 

2. Parent Outreach 
 
3. Program and Service Recommendations 
 
4. Special Education Budget 
 
5. Annual Review, Special Education Plan 
  
6. Other Related Items 
 
7. Policy Review 
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I. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 1.  A letter was received from the Kenora Catholic District School Board in regards to funding. 
 
J. NOTICES OF MOTION 
 
K.   AGENDA ITEMS – DISCUSSION FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

 
M.  INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

1.  Chair Fuhrer wished everyone Happy Holidays and recognized the efforts of the SEAC and staff. 
 
2.  Director Crocco thanked the Special Education Advisory Committee for their patience and  
     support with the Vision 2020 Discovery Session, as well thanked staff and Trustees for their  
     continued support. 

 
L.   NEXT MEETING:  

 
Wednesday, January 6, 2010 at 7:00p.m. at the Catholic Education Centre 
 

         
M.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

Moved by Heather Schneider 
Seconded by Mike Gowan 

THAT the December 2, 2009 meeting of the Special Education Advisory Committee be 
adjourned. 

CARRIED 
 
 
This meeting was adjourned at 9:20p.m. 

 
 
 
 



C4.1

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: LETTER TO THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve in principle, the draft letter to the 
Ministry of Education from the Special Education Advisory Committee as presented. 

 

Prepared by: Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education 
 
Presented by: Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education 
 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date: January 26, 2010 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 5, 2010 
 
 
The Honourable Kathleen Wynne 
Minister of Education 
900 Bay Street, Mowat Block 
Toronto, Ontario   M7A 1N3 
 
Dear Minister Wynne: 
 
On November 4th, the Niagara Catholic District School Board’s SEAC received copies of correspondence from the Durham 
District School Board’s SEAC expressing concerns around three specific issues:  funding for psychological and speech and 
language assessments, Bill 29, and the implementation of the proposed standard for Accessible Information and 
Communication.  At the same meeting, we also received copies of correspondence from the Rainy River District School 
Board and the District School Board Ontario North East regarding the matter and expressing similar concerns related to the 
above issues. 
 
The Niagara Catholic District School Boards’ SEAC recognizes the support and dedication of our Board, Student 
Achievement Team, and Faculty towards our Exceptional Learners.  It is clear, however, that in order to provide high 
quality programs and services consistently in a responsive and timely manner, adequate financial investments need to be 
made. 
 
As there are many parents who do not have the resources to pay out of their own pocket for assessments, and if they are not 
covered by the Board, then the disparity between the “have’s” and the “have not’s” further intensifies. All children need to 
have all barriers to success removed in a united effort towards equal access. 
 
We believe that early intervention and timely assessments have a positive impact on student success and achievement.  The 
Ministry of Education’s website stresses the importance of early intervention and states that interventions implemented in 
Grade 3 or later are less likely to succeed.  Assessments need to be carried out before appropriate interventions can be put 
into place. It seems therefore, imperative, to expedite the accessibility of assessments by ensuring the resources are in place 
rather than delay this important process if Student Success and Education for All are identified priorities. 
 
A report by the John Howard Society of Alberta, (based on information from the Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics) on 
the cost of criminal justice services to the Canadian economy (Cost of Criminal Justice, 1997), estimated costs of criminal 
justice services was to be $9,942,423,000 in 1997, a figure that includes costs of police, courts, adult and youth corrections, 
Legal Aid and prosecutions.  It seems, therefore, reasonable to invest in children at the beginning of their academic journey 
and foster success rather than spending exponentially more with a tremendously diminished return on community 
investment. 
 
Our SEAC is most willing to share with you life stories of families of the Niagara Catholic District School Board being 
impacted, and introduce you to exceptional learners and their caregivers who are directly affected by the shortfall of 
resources. 
 
Yours respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
Anna Racine, Chair of SEAC 
Niagara Catholic District School Board 
 
cc: SEAC Chairs for Ontario Public and Catholic School Boards          
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TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: EARLY LEARNING PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION  
  - FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN PROGRAMS 2010-2011 

The report on Early Learning Program Implementation 
Full Day Kindergarten Programs 2010-2011 

is presented for information. 

Prepared by: Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education 
 Mark Lefebvre, Administrator: School Effectiveness Framework 
 
Presented by:  Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education 
 Mark Lefebvre, Administrator: School Effectiveness Framework 
 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date: January 26, 2010 
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Full Day Kindergarten Programs 2010-2011 
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REPORT TO THE BOARD MEETING 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2010 

 
EARLY LEARNING PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION AND 

FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN PROGRAMS 2010-2011 
 
 
Background Information 
 
Earlier this month, Niagara Catholic announced the introduction of the Early Learning Program (ELP) 
starting in September 2010. The ELP is an initiative of the Ministry of Education and has been developed 
locally after extensive research, consultation and communication with Ministry staff, the Niagara Region, 
Best Start Networks, the Region’s Child Care Community and the local District School Boards in the best 
interest of children in Niagara.  
 
The ELP, Ontario’s full day learning program for 4 and 5 year olds, gives parents and guardians the 
option of enrolling their children in school for a full day of learning. In the core part of the ELP program, 
classrooms will be staffed by certified teachers and registered early childhood educators who will work 
together as a team to help young students learn and grow. With two qualified professionals in the 
classroom for the full school day, students will receive even greater opportunities to learn and explore as 
they begin their educational journey. As part of the extended program offered by the ELP, and where 
there is sufficient interest by parents, a fee-based before and after school child care will be available. The 
before and after school program will be monitored by early childhood educators. 
 
ELP Schools for 2010-2011 
 
Beginning September 2010, the ELP for all 4 and 5 year olds will be offered in the following eight 
designated Niagara Catholic elementary schools: 

 
Location Catholic Elementary School 
Grimsby St. Joseph 

Niagara Falls Father Hennepin 
 St. Patrick 

St. Catharines Our Lady of Fatima 
St. Denis 

Port Colborne St. Therese 
Welland Holy Name 

 St. Mary 
 

Preliminary plans are also being considered to explore the possibility of offering extended day 
programming to six to twelve year olds in these designated ELP schools, as well as extended day services 
for four to twelve year olds during Professional Activity days and school breaks (e.g. March Break, 
summer months). 



 
The Early Learning Program will complement the current full day Senior Kindergarten program for 5 
year old students currently offered in 26 classrooms located at the following twenty Niagara Catholic 
elementary schools: 
 

Location Catholic Elementary School 
Jordan St. Edward 
Smithville St. Martin 
St. Catharines St. Alfred 

 St. Anthony 
 St. Denis 
St. Nicholas 

Niagara-on-the-Lake St. Michael 
Niagara Falls St. Gabriel 

 St. Joseph 
 St. Mary 
 St. Patrick 
 St. Thomas More 

Fenwick St. Ann 
Welland St. Augustine 

 St. Mary 
Wainfleet St. Elizabeth 
Port Colborne St. Therese 
Stevensville St. Joseph 
Ridgeway St. George 
Fort Erie Our Lady of Victory 

 
The following four schools currently offer full day Senior Kindergarten and will transition their school 
communities to offer the ELP in September 2010: 
 

 St. Denis (St. Catharines) 
 St. Mary (Welland) 
 St. Patrick (Niagara Falls) 
 St. Therese (Port Colborne) 

 
Additional Full Day Kindergarten Schools 2010-2011 
After consideration of the demographics, student data and budget allocation by Senior Staff, beginning in 
September 2010, full day Junior Kindergarten will begin at: 
 

 St. Anthony (St. Catharines) and 
 St. Thomas More (Niagara Falls) 

 
Full day Junior and Senior Kindergarten will begin at:  
 

 St. Charles (Thorold) and  
 St. Andrew (Welland) 
 St. John Bosco (Port Colborne) 

 
Mid-day transportation will no longer be provided for schools offering the ELP or Full Day Junior and 
Senior Kindergarten. 
 



 
Registration and Open House – February 3rd, 2010 
 
The Niagara Catholic District School Board will host Open Houses for the ELP and Junior and Senior 
Kindergarten Registration at all elementary schools on Wednesday, February 3rd, 2010.  
 
Parents and guardians of four and five year olds are invited to visit their neighbourhood Niagara Catholic 
elementary school between 9 a.m. and 7 p.m. to experience our dynamic classrooms, meet Principals and 
staff and experience an exciting day within a Niagara Catholic school. Parents and guardians who are 
unable to attend the Open House can contact their local Niagara Catholic elementary school to make 
arrangements to visit and register their child anytime throughout the month of February through to 
September 2010. 
 
 

The report on Early Learning Program Implementation – Full Day Kindergarten Programs 
2010-2011 is presented for information. 

 

Prepared by: Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education 
 Mark Lefebvre, Administrator: School Effectiveness Framework 
 
Presented by: Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education 
 Mark Lefebvre, Administrator: School Effectiveness Framework 
 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education  
 
Date: January 26, 2010    
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TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: BLESSED TRINITY CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL  
  ADDITION & ALTERATIONS OPTIONS AND ESTIMATED  
  COSTS  

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the project budget increase for a total 
cost of $11,329,915.00 for the addition and alterations to Blessed Trinity Catholic Secondary 
School as presented, and 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the transfer of $329,915 from the 
Reserve for Working Funds to cover the funding shortfall. 

 

Prepared by: James Woods, Controller of Plant 
 
Presented by: James Woods, Controller of Plant 
 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date: January 26, 2010 
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REPORT TO THE BOARD MEETING  
TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2010 

 
BLESSED TRINITY CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL  

ADDITION & ALTERATIONS OPTIONS AND ESTIMATED COSTS 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
On June 10th, 2009 the Ministry of Education announced funding approval for $11 million under the 
Energy Efficient Funding program, to replace the portables at Blessed Trinity Catholic Secondary School 
with a twenty three (23) classroom addition to the school building. In July 2009, Raimondo + Associates 
Architects were hired to prepare conceptual designs, cost estimates and timelines for the project. Taking 
into consideration input from staff and parents and the required alterations for the 609 pupil place 
building to accommodate 491 additional students, the architects have prepared sketches and cost estimates 
for four (4) project options: (Appendix A). Other than Option four (4) (addition but no alterations) the 
cost estimates exceed the construction budget of $9 million.  
 

  
Option 

 
Cost Estimate 

Construction 
Budget 

 
Variance 

   
1. Addition with All Alterations $13,160,905 $9,000,000 ($4,160,905) 
2. Addition with Reduced Alterations $10,700,455 $9,000,000 ($1,700,455) 
3. Addition with Reduced Alterations and 

No Auditorium 
$9,329915 $9,000,000 ($329,915) 

4. Addition with No Alterations $8,622,470 $9,000,000 $377,530 
 
The enrolment at Blessed Trinity Catholic has increased by more than 150% since the existing building 
was completed in 2001, from 637 (ADE) students to 974 (ADE) in 2008-2009, and is expected to climb 
to 1,100 within the next 10 years.  
 
In March of 2007 a delegation of parents from the Blessed Trinity Catholic School Council presented to 
the Board the need for: 

a) expansion of the cafeteria,  
b) expansion of the special education classroom,  
c) expansion of the music department,  
d) additional science labs,  
e) additional computer labs,  
f) an expanded auditorium,  
g) an expanded Chapel,  
h) a redesigned office and guidance area, as well as 
i) the replacement of portables with permanent classrooms.  



 
Option three (3) would satisfy the above listed needs: a, b, c, d, e and i, but would require an estimated 
$329,915 dollars over and above the $9 million construction budget. The construction budget has been 
calculated at approximately 82% of the total Ministry funding. The additional 18% is reserved for not-in-
contract expenses, such as consultant fees, inspection and testing, furniture and equipment, permits, data 
cabling, security systems, telephone and PA systems, moving, taxes and a contingency fund. 
 
Senior Staff is recommending the approval of a transfer of $329,915 from the Reserve for Working Funds 
in order to proceed with this project. A subsequent approval will be sought after bids have been received 
from contractors and prior to award of a construction contract. 
 

Project Costs Budget 
Fees & Disbursements 880,000 
Construction Contract 9,329,915 
Furniture & Equipment 700,085 
Other Project Costs 419,915 
 $11,329,915 
Funding Sources  
Energy Efficient Funding Program 11,000,000 
Reserve for Working Funds 329,915 
 $11,329,915 

 
 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the project budget increase for a total cost of 
$11,329,915.00 for the addition and alterations to Blessed Trinity Catholic Secondary School as 
presented, and 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the transfer of $329,915 from the Reserve for 
Working Funds to cover the funding shortfall. 
 
 
 
Prepared by: James Woods, Controller of Plant 

Presented by: James Woods, Controller of Plant 

Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 

Date: January 26, 2010 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Appendix A: Blessed Trinity Catholic Design Options 1 to 4 - Floor Plans and Cost Estimates. 
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C7

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: H1N1 PANDEMIC UPDATE  
 NIAGARA CATHOLIC PREPARATION AND MANAGEMENT 

The H1N1 Pandemic Update  
– Niagara Catholic Preparation and Management 

is presented for information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Presented by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date: January 26, 2010 



 
 
 

Living > Public Health > Pandemic Planning  

Flu Tracking in Niagara

 

A community-wide outbreak was declared in Niagara on October 30, 
2009. This means there is a significant amount of flu circulating in 
Niagara.  

Niagara Region Public Health uses many sources of information to 
understand the amount of flu in the community. These sources 
include: 

Laboratory-confirmed cases of H1N1 and Influenza A/B  
Student absenteeism from elementary and high schools  
Visits to doctors for symptoms of the flu  

Confirmed H1N1 Cases in Niagara 

As of January 22, 2010: 

One confirmed case during the week of Jan 16-22, 2010  
252 total confirmed cases  
4 deaths associated with H1N1  

School Absenteeism 

There are 229 schools in the Niagara region. This chart shows the average number of 
schools reporting student absenteeism.  

This information is not exact and some students may have been absent for reasons 
other than H1N1. This information is based on the 5-day school week.  

 
 

 

Average # of Schools with >10%, 20% and 30% School Absenteeism by Week
Absenteeism Rates  
(Average # of schools 
with)

Wk 45* 
Nov 9-13 

Wk 46 
Nov 21-27 

Wk 47 
Nov 28-Dec 

5 

Wk 48 
Dec 5-11 

Wk 49 
Dec 12-18 

> 10% Absenteeism 17 7 6 5 9.8

> 20% Absenteeism 1 0 0 0 0

> 30% Absenteeism 0 0 0 0 0.8

 Revised: Friday, January 22, 2010  
 Copyright © 2010 The Regional Municipality of Niagara  
 

 

< H1N1 Home 

Page 1 of 1Flu Tracking in Niagara - Niagara Region, Ontario

1/25/2010http://www.niagararegion.ca/living/health_wellness/pandemic-planning/h1n1-flu-statistics....



C8.1

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 MONTHLY BANKING TRANSACTIONS 
 DECEMBER 2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the report on the Monthly Banking 
Transactions for the month of December 2009, as presented. 

 

Prepared by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services 
 
Presented by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services 
 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date: January 26, 2010 







C8.2

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 STATEMENT OF REVENUE & EXPENDITURES 
 DECEMBER 31, 2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Statement of Revenue and 
Expenditures as at December 31, 2009, as presented. 

 

Prepared by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services 
 
Presented by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services 
 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date: January 26, 2010 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
REPORT TO THE BOARD 

 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 

STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES 
AS AT DECEMBER 31, 2009 

 
 
In accordance with the Monthly Financial Reports Policy Statement, we are pleased to enclose 
the Statement of Revenue and Expenditures as at December 31, 2009 for the Niagara Catholic 
District School Board. (See Appendix A) 
 
As required by the Policy, a copy of the Financial Statements is available in the Trustee Lounge 
for the trustees to review at their convenience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approves the Report on the Statement of 
Revenue and Expenditures as at December 31, 2009 as presented. 
 

 

Prepared by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services  
Presented by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
Date: January 26, 2010 





























































D1.1

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: CORRESPONDENCE  
  NIAGARA REGION HEALTH DEPARTMENT  
  – THANK YOU FOR ASSISTANT IN H1N1 PROTECTION 





D4.1

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: TRUSTEE INFORMATION 
 SPOTLIGHT ON NIAGARA CATHOLIC  
 JANUARY 12, 2010 





Vision 2020 Discovery Meetings Now In Session

In May 2008, Education Minister Kathleen Wynne met with students at a forum to
discuss what students wanted to see in their schools. The meeting led to the Student
Voiceinitiative. Thegoalisto get studentsexcitedabout learningandgoingto school,
toclosethegaponstudentachievement.

EightNiagaraCatholicschoolshavereceivedmorethan$11,000 infundingfromthe
MinistryofEducation for11SpeakUp projects.

The schools and projects are: Alexander Kuska Catholic Elementary School ($2,400 
forintramurals,aspirit teamandhomeworkclub); BlessedTrinityCatholicSecondary
School ($3,440 for Thunder Radio/Podcasting and a Safe School Team); Denis Morris
Catholic High School ($900 for a Success for Under-Engaged Students project); St.
Alfred Catholic Elementary School ($1,200 for the Get Everyone Together (GET)
Program); St. Kevin Catholic Elementary School ($1,200 for St. Kevin Kids Helping
Kids);SaintMichaelCatholicHighSchool($1,182for BullyWho );SaintPaulCatholic
HighSchool($1,200forasocialclimatecommitteeandsocialclimatesong)and$900to
St.PeterCatholic ElementarySchoolfor MusicalMania. 

Niagara Catholic StudentsEncouraged to SpeakUp

Vision2020FacilitatorMariaSanchez-Keane(inred) watchesasNiagaraCatholicViceChairJohn
Dekkersharesapointofview withmembersofRegionalCatholicSchoolCouncilduringaDiscovery
Sessionat the Catholic EducationCentre. TheVision2020 process isaninvitationto hear fromall
stakeholders through 160 discovery sessions for students, parents, trustees, priests,
administrative, academic and support staff, SEAC, Regional CSCand community leaders. Mrs.
Sanchez-Keane will collate all input, which will be presented at the Vision 2020 Summit for
selectedmembersrepresentingallDiscoverySessions on April14th,2010.TheVision2020report
will bepresentedtotheBoardinMay2010. ThefullVision2020scheduleisatniagaracatholic.ca.

Niagara Catholic played a key role in
changes that will be made to the
provincial elementary report card
systeminthecomingschoolyear.

Niagara Catholic was one of nine
Ontario school boards invited by the
Ministry of Education to select schools
to take part in the Elementary Report
CardProjectin2007.

MaryWard,MotherTeresa, OurLady
of Victory (Junior and Senior), St. Ann
(St. Catharines and Fenwick) and St.
Martin Catholic Elementary Schools
distributed apilot report card designed
byBoardstaff thatyear.

The province recently announced
plans to move forward with the new
report card system. Beginning in
September, all elementary students in
Ontario will receive progress reports in
thefall, andfull report cards inJanuary
andJune.

The fall progress report will contain
features to facilitate better
communication between parents,
teachers and students, encourage
students to set goals, assist parents in
supporting learning at home and help
teachersestablishteachingplans.

The reports will have three sections:
Progress inSubject Areas, LearningSkills
andWorkHabitsand TeacherComments.
Teachers will assess if students are
progressing well or very well or if they
need assistance to advance through the
year.

The report will also give teachers the
opportunity to assess students in six
areas: responsibility, organization,
independent work, collaboration,
initiative and self-regulation and to
providecommentsto parentsabout the
successof theirchildren.

Report Cards Changing

ISHO P  S
G ALA

Send your Ticket Order Form and 
Payment to Sherry Morena

Board, 427 Rice Rd, Welland, ON. 
L3C 7C1
Cheques payable to: Niagara 
Foundation for Catholic Education

Niagara Catholic District School 
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TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: TRUSTEE INFORMATION 
 LETTER TO PARENTS – FIRST STUDENT CANADA 

 



 
 
 
Tuesday, January 19th, 2010  
 
Potential Service Disruption to Students Transported by the First Student Canada Welland Branch 
 
Dear Parent and/or Guardian: 
 
We have been notified by Niagara Student Transportation Services that on Saturday, January 23rd, 2010, bus drivers 
working for First Student Canada Welland Branch only will be casting their votes to determine if they are in favour 
of ratifying their Collective Agreement.  However, if they vote in favour of a strike, drivers could possibly strike as 
early as Monday, January 25th, 2010.  
 
Students and Schools Affected  
If you have received a copy of this letter with your son or daughter’s name written on the letter it means that your 
child would be affected by the Welland Branch of First Student Canada. Identified students in the following schools 
are affected; Alexander Kuska, Holy Name, Lakeshore Catholic, Monsignor Clancy, Notre Dame College, Our 
Lady of Victory Jr and Sr, St. Alexander, St. Andrew, St Ann (F), St. Augustine, St. Charles, St. George, St. John 
Bosco, St. Joseph (FE), St. Kevin, St. Mary (W), St Patrick (PC), St. Philomena and St. Therese, (PC). 
 
Schools Are Open with Parents Responsible for Student Transportation 
In the event of a strike by the Welland Branch bus drivers, all elementary and secondary schools involved will 
remain open and operating on their normal time schedule with all classes in session. Parents and guardians will be 
responsible for ensuring that their children are transported to and from school throughout the duration of any strike. 
We encourage parents and guardians to work together, such as carpooling, to ensure the safe travel of students.  
 
Secondary Semester One Final Exams 
In the event of a strike, Semester One Final Exams for students at Lakeshore Catholic and Notre Dame College will 
follow the regular schedule as provided by the schools. Schools are open to receive students at their regular time. 
To assist with parental transportation of students to Lakeshore Catholic and Notre Dame College, the start time for 
final exams have been revised and will begin at 9.30 a.m. Students are to be at school prior to the 9.30 a.m. start of 
final exams.  
 
Notification on Bus Transportation 
Notification on the status of bus transportation following the vote will be released following the same procedures as 
transportation cancellations due to inclement weather, through local media outlets and on the Niagara Catholic 
District School Board website at www.niagaracatholic.ca and the NSTS website at www.nsts.ca. A message 
through Niagara Catholic’s Telephone Voice Communication System will also be sent to all homes.     
 
If you have any questions pertaining to a potential bussing disruption, please contact your school Principal.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
John Crocco  
Director of Education 
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TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 
 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: UNAPPROVED MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE 

WHOLE MEETING OF JANUARY 12, 2010 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the unapproved Minutes of the 
Committee of the Whole Meeting of January 12, 2010, as presented. 

 

The following recommendations are being presented for the Board’s consideration from the 
Committee of the Whole Meeting of January 12, 2010. 
 
3.1 Approval of Policies 
 
 3.1.1  Admission of Students Policy Interim Administrative Guidelines 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Admissions of 
Students Policy (301.1), as presented. 

 
 3.1.2  Safe Schools Policy: Interim Bullying Prevention and Intervention Policy  
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve Safe Schools Policy: 
Interim Bullying Prevention and Intervention Policy (302.6.8), as presented. 

 
 3.1.3 Safe Schools Policy: Interim Progressive Student Discipline Policy  
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Safe Schools Policy: 
Interim Progressive Student Discipline Policy (302.6.9), as presented 

 
3.2 Report of the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George 

and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary 
School, Niagara-on-the-Lake Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee__________ 

 
THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Niagara Catholic District School 
Board receive the report of the Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee for the 
Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/ St. George and St. Joseph 
(Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School 
Niagara-on-the-Lake and approve the recommendations as presented. 
 



 
1. THAT the St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School proposed boundary changes as 

recommended through the Pupil Accommodation Review (PAR), and as approved by 
the Board motion of May 26, 2009 with students transferred to St.  Patrick, St. Mary, 
and Father Hennepin Catholic Elementary Schools for September 2010 be maintained. 

 
THAT the new boundary description for St. Patrick Catholic Elementary School be 
described as: 
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to 
South: Newman Hill (centerline) to Magdalen St. (and its projection) to Slater Ave. 
to Roberts St. 
West: MacDonald St to Stamford St to Florence Ave to Rosedale Ave to Sixth Ave 
(excluding) to the CNR to  
North:  to the Queenston Chippawa Power Canal to the point of commencement on the 
Niagara River 
THAT the new boundary for St. Mary Catholic Elementary School be described as:  
East: Commencing on Sixth Ave to Rosedale Ave (excluding) to Florence Ave 
(excluding) to Stamford St (excluding) to MacDonald St (excluding) to Roberts St. 
(centerline) 
South: Slater Ave (centerline) to Magdalen St. (centerline) to Victoria Avenue. 
(centerline)   
West:  Ferry St. to Lundy’s Lane to Glenholme to  
North:  the QEW to the CNR to Thorold Stone Rd (centerline) to Stanley Ave 
(centerline) to the CNR to the point of commencement on Sixth Ave 
 
THAT the new boundary description for Father Hennepin Catholic Elementary 
School be described as: 
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to 
South: Corfield St (and its projection) to Stanley Ave to the Welland River to 
West: Wilson Cres (and its projection) to McLeod Rd to Dell Ave (and its projection) 
to the power transmission lines to Drummond Rd to Culp Street to Franklin Ave 
North:  to Lundy’s Lane to Ferry Ave. (and its projection) to the point of 
commencement on the Niagara River 
 

2. THAT upon further consideration by the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary 
Family of Schools/St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools 
Attendance Area Ad Hoc Committee that the following proposed boundary changes 
occur for St. Vincent de Paul, Loretto Catholic, Cardinal Newman, and Sacred Heart 
Catholic Elementary Schools and for Saint Michael and Saint Paul Catholic Secondary 
Schools effective September 2010. 

 
St. Vincent de Paul  
East:  Commencing on the QEW to  
South:  Alpine Drive (and its projection and including all cul de sacs off of Alpine - 
Yvette, Kathleen and Valerie) to Kalar Road (centerline) to Beaverdams Road 
(centerline), 
West: Thorold Townline Road (centerline) to the City Boundary (Niagara Falls & 
Thorold) to  
North: The City boundary (Niagara Falls & Niagara-on-the-Lake) to the point of 
commencement on the QEW. 
 
Loretto Catholic  
East: Commencing on Montrose Road (centerline) at Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to 
South: McLeod Road (centerline) to  
West: City Boundary (Niagara Falls and Thorold) to  
North: Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to the point of commencement on Montrose Road. 



  
Cardinal Newman  
East: Commencing on the QEW to 
South: Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to  
West:  Thorold Townline Road (centerline) to 
North: Beaverdams to Kalar Road (centerline) to the projection of Alpine Drive 
(excluding all cul de sacs off of Alpine – Yvette, Kathleen, Valerie – and its 
projection) to the point of commencement on the QEW  
 
Sacred Heart  
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to  
South: to Bossert Road (excluding – and  its projection) to King Road (excluding) to 
Bossert Road (excluding) to Beck Road (excluding) to Shisler Road  (excluding) to  
West: the township lot line between lots 5 and 6 (Morris Road) to  
North: the Welland River to Stanley Ave. (excluding) to Corfield St. (excluding – and 
its projection) to the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 
 
Saint Michael High School  
East: Commencing on the Niagara River 
South: Netherby Road (excluding) 
West: the Canada Southern Railway to the Lyons Creek to the township lot line 
between lots 5 and 6 (between Morris and Crowland Roads) to the Welland River to 
the City Boundary (Niagara Falls and Thorold) to  
North:  Lundy's Lane (centerline) east to the QEW to 420 Hwy. to Glenhome Ave. 
(centerline) to south to Lundy’s Lane (centerline) east along Lundy’s Lane to 
Ferry (and its projection) to the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 
 
Saint Paul High School 
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to  
South: to Victoria Avenue to Ferry St. (and its projection) to Lundy’s Lane 
(centerline) to Glenholme Ave. (centerline) to 420 Hwy. to  
West: QEW (centerline) south to Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to Thorold Townline 
Road (centerline) to  
North: the City Boundary (Niagara Falls and Thorold and Niagara Falls & Niagara on 
the Lake) to the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 

 
3. THAT students, who are currently in Grades 8 to Grade 12, who are currently residing in 

the St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School (NF) or the Loretto Catholic Elementary School 
attendance area and have been affected by the proposed elementary or secondary boundary 
changes will have transportation provided to either St. Paul or St. Michael Catholic High 
Schools in Niagara Falls until graduation.  If required, transportation will continue for their 
sibling(s) until the current grade 8 student graduates from secondary school. 
 

4. THAT, the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and St. 
Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools Attendance Area Ad Hoc Committee 
continue to review the attendance boundaries for all elementary and secondary schools in 
Niagara Falls and Niagara-on-the-Lake with an annual report to the Board.  
 

5. THAT, new requests for attendance area exceptions will be reviewed in accordance with 
Board Policy/Guidelines 301.1, Admission of Students.  Attendance area exceptions will 
not be granted to students who wish to attend St. Vincent de Paul, Cardinal Newman and 
Loretto Catholic except for the purpose of keeping siblings together within the same 
school. 
 

6. THAT, Senior Staff will review Board Policy/Guidelines 301.1, Admission of Students, 
within the current Policy and Administrative Guideline Review Process. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 
 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 12, 2010 
 

  
 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee of the Whole of the Niagara Catholic District School Board, 
held on Tuesday, January 12, 2010, at 7:00 p.m. in the Father Kenneth Burns csc Board Room, at the 
Catholic Education Centre, 427 Rice Road, Welland.   
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Vice-Chairperson Dekker. 
 
A. ROUTINE MATTERS  
 

1. Opening Prayer 
 
 Opening Prayers were led by Chairperson Burtnik. 

 
Roll Call 
 

Trustee 

Pr
es

en
t 

 
A

bs
en

t 

Ex
cu

se
d 

John Belcastro   

Kathy Burtnik   

Maurice Charbonneau   

Gary Crole  

John Dekker   

Frank Fera   

Ed Nieuwesteeg   

Tony Scalzi   

Student Trustees   

Juliana Ciccarelli   

Megan Grocholsky   

 
The following staff were in attendance 

John Crocco, Director of Education; Yolanda Baldasaro, Rob Ciarlo, Lee Ann 
Forsyth-Sells, Frank Iannantuono, Superintendents of Education; Larry Reich, 
Superintendent of Business & Financial Services; James Woods, Controller of Plant; 
Khayyam Syne, Administrator of Staff Development; Mark Lefebvre, Administrator of 
School Effectiveness; Jennifer Brailey, Manager of Board Services and Communications; 
Sherry Morena, Recording Secretary 
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3. Approval of the Agenda 
 

Moved by Trustee Scalzi 
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Agenda of the Committee of the Whole 
Meeting of January 12, 2010, as presented. 
CARRIED 

 
 4. Disclosure of Interest 

 
No Disclosures of Interest were declared with any items on the agenda. 

 
5. Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of December 1, 2009 
 

Moved by Trustee Belcastro 
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Minutes of the Committee of the Whole 
Meeting of December 1, 2009, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 
B. PRESENTATIONS  
 
C. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORTS  
 

1. Policy Committee 
 

1.1 Unapproved Minutes 
 Policy Committee Meeting – January 12, 2010 
 

Moved by Trustee Burtnik  
THAT the Committee of the Whole receive the unapproved Minutes of the Policy 
Committee Meeting of January 12, 2010, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 
1.2 Policies 
 

1.2.1 Admission of Students Policy (301.1) (Reviewed)  
  Interim Administrative  Guidelines___________    
 

Director Crocco presented the Admission of Students Policy and Interim 
Administrative Guidelines, and indicated the changes that were made as a result 
of the January 12, 2010, Policy Committee Meeting.  This Policy is currently 
being vetted. 
 
Moved by Trustee Charbonneau 

THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Niagara Catholic 
District School Board approve the Admissions of Students Policy (301.1), as 
presented. 

 CARRIED 
 
1.2.2 Safe Schools Policy: Interim Bullying Prevention  
  and Intervention Policy (302.6.8)______________ 
  

Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education/Human Resources, presented 
the Admission of Students Policy and Interim Administrative Guidelines, and 
highlighted the changes.  This Policy is currently being vetted. 
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Moved by Trustee Scalzi 
THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Niagara Catholic 
District School Board approve the Interim Bullying Prevention and 
Intervention Policy (302.6.8), as presented. 

CARRIED 
 

1.2.3 Safe Schools Policy: Interim Progressive Student Discipline Policy (302.6.9) 
 

Superintendent Iannantuono presented the Admission of Students Policy and 
Interim Administrative Guidelines, and highlighted the changes.  This Policy is 
currently being vetted. 
 
Moved by Trustee Scalzi 

THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Niagara Catholic 
District School Board approve the Interim Progressive Student Discipline 
Policy, as presented. 

 CARRIED 
 
1.3  Policy Development Update 
 
 Director Crocco presented the Policy Development Update.   
 

2. Report of Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee for the Niagara Falls Elementary   
  and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary  
  Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School , Niagara-on-the-Lake____________  

 
James Woods, Controller of Plant presented the report of the Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review 
Committee for the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and 
St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School , 
Niagara-on-the-Lake. 
 
Mr. Woods stated that the Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee, which was mandated 
as a result of the Pupil Accommodation Review (PAR) Report by Senior Staff presented to the 
Board at the May 26, 2009 Board Meeting, considered the following information prior to 
making a recommendation to the Committee of the Whole; Current student population in all 
schools; Projected student population growth in all schools for the next fifteen years; Number of 
surplus spaces in all schools; Number of portables at all schools; Current existing boundaries of 
all schools; Recommendations and feedback from Senior Staff, Principal and Vice-Principals, 
Parents/Guardians, and Members of the Community during the consultation process about 
proposed boundary changes; Information from the City of Niagara Falls regarding potential 
growth and development in Niagara Falls; Realignment of transportation routes for students; 
and Full Day Early Learning Programs (FD ELP) for 4 and 5 year old pupils 
 
Moved by Trustee Nieuwesteeg 

THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Niagara Catholic District School 
Board receive the report of the Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee for the 
Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/ St. George and St. Joseph 
(Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School 
Niagara-on-the-Lake and approve the recommendations as presented. 
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1. THAT the St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School proposed boundary changes as 
recommended through the Pupil Accommodation Review (PAR), and as approved by 
the Board motion of May 26, 2009 with students transferred to St.  Patrick, St. Mary, 
and Father Hennepin Catholic Elementary Schools for September 2010 be maintained. 

 
THAT the new boundary description for St. Patrick Catholic Elementary School be 
described as: 
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to 
South: Newman Hill (centerline) to Magdalen St. (and its projection) to Slater 
Ave. to Roberts St. 
West: MacDonald St to Stamford St to Florence Ave to Rosedale Ave to Sixth Ave 
(excluding) to the CNR to  
North:  to the Queenston Chippawa Power Canal to the point of commencement on 
the Niagara River 
THAT the new boundary for St. Mary Catholic Elementary School be described as:  
East: Commencing on Sixth Ave to Rosedale Ave (excluding) to Florence Ave 
(excluding) to Stamford St (excluding) to MacDonald St (excluding) to Roberts St. 
(centerline) 
South: Slater Ave (centerline) to Magdalen St. (centerline) to Victoria Avenue. 
(centerline)   
West:  Ferry St. to Lundy’s Lane to Glenholme to  
North:  the QEW to the CNR to Thorold Stone Rd (centerline) to Stanley Ave 
(centerline) to the CNR to the point of commencement on Sixth Ave 

 
THAT the new boundary description for Father Hennepin Catholic Elementary 
School be described as: 
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to 
South: Corfield St (and its projection) to Stanley Ave to the Welland River to 
West: Wilson Cres (and its projection) to McLeod Rd to Dell Ave (and its projection) 
to the power transmission lines to Drummond Rd to Culp Street to Franklin Ave 
North:  to Lundy’s Lane to Ferry Ave. (and its projection) to the point of 
commencement on the Niagara River 
 

2. THAT upon further consideration by the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary 
Family of Schools/St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools 
Attendance Area Ad Hoc Committee that the following proposed boundary changes 
occur for St. Vincent de Paul, Loretto Catholic, Cardinal Newman, and Sacred Heart 
Catholic Elementary Schools and for Saint Michael and Saint Paul Catholic 
Secondary Schools effective September 2010. 
 
St. Vincent de Paul  
East:  Commencing on the QEW to  
South:  Alpine Drive (and its projection and including all cul de sacs off of Alpine - 
Yvette, Kathleen and Valerie) to Kalar Road (centerline) to Beaverdams Road 
(centerline), 
West: Thorold Townline Road (centerline) to the City Boundary (Niagara Falls & 
Thorold) to  
North: The City boundary (Niagara Falls & Niagara-on-the-Lake) to the point of 
commencement on the QEW. 
 
Loretto Catholic  
East: Commencing on Montrose Road (centerline) at Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to 
South: McLeod Road (centerline) to  
West: City Boundary (Niagara Falls and Thorold) to  
North: Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to the point of commencement on Montrose 
Road. 
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Cardinal Newman  
East: Commencing on the QEW to 
South: Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to  
West:  Thorold Townline Road (centerline) to 
North: Beaverdams to Kalar Road (centerline) to the projection of Alpine Drive 
(excluding all cul de sacs off of Alpine – Yvette, Kathleen, Valerie – and its 
projection) to the point of commencement on the QEW  
 
Sacred Heart  
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to  
South: to Bossert Road (excluding – and  its projection) to King Road (excluding) 
to Bossert Road (excluding) to Beck Road (excluding) to Shisler Road  (excluding) to  
West: the township lot line between lots 5 and 6 (Morris Road) to  
North: the Welland River to Stanley Ave. (excluding) to Corfield St. (excluding – and 
its projection) to the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 
 
Saint Michael High School  
East: Commencing on the Niagara River 
South: Netherby Road (excluding) 
West: the Canada Southern Railway to the Lyons Creek to the township lot line 
between lots 5 and 6 (between Morris and Crowland Roads) to the Welland River to 
the City Boundary (Niagara Falls and Thorold) to  
North:  Lundy's Lane (centerline) east to the QEW to 420 Hwy. to Glenhome 
Ave. (centerline) to south to Lundy’s Lane (centerline) east along Lundy’s Lane 
to Ferry (and its projection) to the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 
 
Saint Paul High School 
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to  
South: to Victoria Avenue to Ferry St. (and its projection) to Lundy’s Lane 
(centerline) to Glenholme Ave. (centerline) to 420 Hwy. to  
West: QEW (centerline) south to Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to Thorold Townline 
Road (centerline) to  
North: the City Boundary (Niagara Falls and Thorold and Niagara Falls & Niagara on 
the Lake) to the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 
 

3. THAT students, who are currently in Grades 8 to Grade 12, who are currently 
residing in the St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School (NF) or the Loretto Catholic 
Elementary School attendance area and have been affected by the proposed 
elementary or secondary boundary changes will have transportation provided to either 
St. Paul or St. Michael Catholic High Schools in Niagara Falls until graduation.  If 
required, transportation will continue for their sibling(s) until the current grade 8 
student graduates from secondary school. 
 

4. THAT, the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George 
and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools Attendance Area Ad Hoc 
Committee continue to review the attendance boundaries for all elementary and 
secondary schools in Niagara Falls and Niagara-on-the-Lake with an annual report to 
the Board.  

 
5. THAT, new requests for attendance area exceptions will be reviewed in accordance 

with Board Policy/Guidelines 301.1, Admission of Students.  Attendance area 
exceptions will not be granted to students who wish to attend St. Vincent de Paul, 
Cardinal Newman and Loretto Catholic except for the purpose of keeping siblings 
together within the same school. 
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6. THAT, Senior Staff will review Board Policy/Guidelines 301.1, Admission of 
Students, within the current Policy and Administrative Guideline Review Process. 

CARRIED 
 
3. Crown Ward Education Championship Team 
 

Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education welcomed David Pihach, Administrator: 
Student Success, who presented the report on the Crown Ward Education Championship Team.  
He stated that the Ministry of Education has developed a newly formed Crown Ward Education 
Championship Team which includes Family and Children’s Services; the Niagara Catholic 
District School Board; the District School Board of Niagara, Brock University, Niagara College 
and the two local French School Boards.  These groups will share their expertise and expand the 
service and support continuum; as well as improve the ability of youth with Crown wardship 
status and their social workers, foster parents or caregivers to understand, navigate and use the 
services and supports available to them. 

 
4. Student Voice Initiative - SpeakUp Projects 
 

Superintendent Baldasaro asked Administrator Pihach to elaborated on the report regarding the 
Student Voice Initiative - SpeakUp Projects.  In May 2008, Education Minister Kathleen 
Wynne met with 60 students at a forum held by the Ministry of Education at which students 
shared their ideas on how to promote Student Voice, what they wanted from their education and 
how to get more students excited about learning and going to school. 
 
All schools in the Niagara Catholic District School Board had the opportunity to submit projects 
to the Ministry of Education to be considered for funding. The Niagara Catholic District School 
Board received funding approval totaling $11,302 for eleven different projects in eight of our 
schools (four secondary and four elementary).   

 
5. Elementary Progress Report Card Growing Success – Elementary Reporting 2010 – 2011 
 

Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education, and Robert DiPersio Administrator: 
Special Projects presented information on the Elementary Progress Report Card Growing 
Success – Elementary Reporting 2010 – 2011. 

 
During the spring of 2007, Niagara Catholic was selected as one of nine (9) school boards in the 
province to participate in the Elementary Report Card Pilot Project.  Each of these Catholic 
Elementary Schools participate in the development of a pilot progress report card that was 
brought forward as the Niagara Catholic model in consultation with staff, parents, and students. 
 
According to Ministry of Education, as a result of this project the fall progress report cards will 
contain several features that will facilitate better communication among parents, teachers, and 
students, encourage students to set goals, assist parents in supporting learning at home, and help 
teachers establish plans for teaching.   

 
6. Niagara Catholic District School Board Intensive French Program - Update   

 
Superintendent Baldasaro; Mark Lefebvre, School Effectiveness Framework Administrator; and  
Jayne Evans, FSL /ESL/Arts Consultant presented the Niagara Catholic District School Board 
Intensive French Program - Update. 
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The Intensive French Program is a literacy-based approach to teaching French as a second 
language that is incorporated into the Grade 5 or 6 Core French program for five (5) months of 
the school year. In this program, French is offered intensively for approximately 70% of the 
school day from September through January.   
 
The increased proficiency in the French language lends itself to the possibility of further 
extended studies in French in order to meet the graduation expectations as set out by the Federal 
Action Plan 2013. 

 
7. Staff Development Department Professional Development Opportunities 
 

Khayyam Syne, Administrator of Staff Development, presented the report on the Staff 
Development Department Professional Development Opportunities for information. 

 
8. H1N1 Pandemic – Niagara Catholic Preparation and Management 
 

Director Crocco presented the monthly Board report on the H1N1 Pandemic – Niagara Catholic 
Preparation and Management.  

 
9. Monthly Updates 
 
 9.1 Capital Projects Progress Report  
 
  James Woods, Controller of Plant, presented the Capital Projects Progress Report. 
 

9.2 Student Trustees’ Update 
 
 Juliana Ciccarelli, Student Trustee, gave a brief verbal update on the activities of the 

Student Senate. 
 
9.3 Family of Schools Superintendents’ Monthly Update 
 
 The Family of Schools Superintendents gave brief verbal reports highlighting the activities 

in their schools. 
 

Superintendent Ciarlo 
• St. Theresa Catholic Elementary School Teacher Tim Atkinson along with his 

wife and children were recently on America’s Funniest Home Video.  They 
won $10,000 for first place and are qualified to win the $100,000 grand prize. 

• Dr. David Williams, CSA Astronaut, spoke to the students at St. Joseph 
Catholic Elementary School about setting goals and pursuing their dreams. 

Superintendent Forsyth-Sells 
• Students at St. Philomena Catholic Elementary School were given the opportunity to 

hold the Olympic Torch that was a part of the 2010 Olympic Torch Relay. 
• Notre Dame College School Librarian Patti Beck was presented with the Arrive Alive 

Drive Sober 2009 Peter Wong Award for her dedication to Ontario Students Against 
Impaired Driving. 

• In the spirit of giving St. Patrick Catholic Elementary School in Niagara Falls donated 
181 pounds of food to 105.1 the River Project Share challenge; raised $310 in 
Canadian Tire Money to buy gifts for students for Christmas; and provided 10 
families $100 gift card to Lococo’s.  
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D. INFORMATION  
 

1. Trustee Information 
 

1.1 Spotlight on Niagara Catholic – December 15, 2009  
 

Director Crocco presented the Spotlight on Niagara Catholic – December 15, 2009 issue 
for Trustees’ information. 

 
1.2 Calendar of Events –_January 2010  
 
 Director Crocco presented information on the Calendar of Events – January 2010.  
 
1.3 Bishop’s Gala – January 29, 2010 
 
 Director Crocco reminded Trustees that the 7th Annual Bishop’s Gala is being held on 

Friday, January 29, 2010, and to contact Sherry Morena for tickets.  
 
 Father Jim Mulligan and Les Soeurs du Sacre-Coeur will be receiving the Niagara Catholic 

Education Award of Distinction.  
 
1.4 BEC Breakfast – February 12, 2010  
 
 Director Crocco reminded Trustees that the BEC Breakfast is being held Friday, February 

12, 2010 at 7.30 am at the Sheraton Fallsview, and to contact Sherry Morena for tickets.  
 
1.5 Vision 2020 Strategic Plan 
 1.5.1 Discovery Sessions  
 1.5.2 School/Community Discovery Sessions  
 1.5.3 Trustee Discovery Sessions – Part 2 – February 9, 2010 – 5:30 p.m. 
 
1.6 OCSTA AGM: Thunder Bay – April 29 - May 1, 2010   
 

Director Crocco reminded Trustees that the 80th Annual OCTSA AGM and Conference is 
being held in the Spring in Thunder Bay, and to contact Sherry Morena if they are attending. 

 
1.7 2010 Board Committee Membership 
 
 Director Crocco presented the 2010 Board Committee Membership status to the Trustees. 

 
E. OTHER BUSINESS  
 
 1. General Discussion to Plan for Future Action 
 
F. BUSINESS IN CAMERA  
 

Moved by Trustee Scalzi 
THAT the Committee of the Whole move into the In Camera Session. 

CARRIED 
 
The Committee of the Whole moved into the In Camera Session of the Meeting at 9:15 p.m. and 
reconvened at 9:25 p.m.  
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G. REPORT ON THE IN-CAMERA SESSION  
 

Moved by Trustee  Belcastro 
THAT the Committee of the Whole report the motions from the In Camera Session of the 
Committee of the Whole Meeting  of January 12, 2010.  

CARRIED 
 
SECTION A: STUDENT TRUSTEES PRESENT  
 

Moved by Trustee Belcastro 
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Minutes of the In Camera Session of the 
Committee of the Whole Meeting - Section A: Student Trustees Present held on December 1, 
2009, as presented. 

CARRIED (Item F1) 
 
SECTION B:  STUDENT TRUSTEES EXCLUDED  
 

Moved by Trustee Scalzi 
THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Minutes of the In Camera Session of the 
Committee of the Whole Meeting - Section B: Student Trustees Excluded held on December 1, 
2009, as presented. 

CARRIED (Item F3) 
 
H. ADJOURNMENT  
 

Moved by Trustee Scalzi 
THAT the January 15, 2010, Committee of the Whole Meeting be adjourned. 

CARRIED 
 
This meeting was adjourned at 9:25 p.m.  

 
 
 
 
Minutes of the Committee of the Whole Meeting of the Niagara Catholic District School Board held on     
January 12, 1010. 
 
 
Approved on the 9th day of February 2010. 
 
 
 
 
______________________________     ______________________________ 
John Dekker          John Crocco 
Vice-Chairperson of the Board      Director of Education/Secretary -Treasurer 
 



C3.1.1

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: APPROVAL OF POLICIES  
  ADMISSION OF STUDENTS POLICY (301.1) 
 INTERIM ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Admissions of Students Policy 
(301.1), as presented. 

 

Prepared by: John Crocco, Director of Education  
 
Presented by: John Crocco, Director of Education  
 
Date: January 26, 2010 



Niagara Catholic District School Board 
 

ADMISSION OF STUDENTS 

Adopted: February 24, 1998 
Revised: June 16, 2009 
Revised: January 2010 

Policy No. 301.1 

 
STATEMENT OF POLICY 

 
The elementary and secondary schools of the Niagara Catholic District School Board exist primarily to 
provide a distinctive Catholic Education for all pupils in its jurisdiction. Niagara Catholic schools foster 
the spiritual growth of all pupils to enable them to live and contribute as citizens of our society consistent 
with our gospel values, and in close cooperation with our Bishop, pastors and the parent/guardian 
community.  
 
The elementary schools of the Niagara Catholic District School Board exist primarily to provide 
excellence in Catholic education for the pupils of our Separate School Supporters. Pupils of Non-Separate 
School Supporters may be admitted to an elementary school upon application.  
 
The secondary schools of the Niagara Catholic District School Board exist to provide excellence in 
Catholic secondary education for the students of our Separate School Supporters and others within the 
Niagara Region who elect to attend. The current legislation from the Ministry of Education states that 
Non- Roman Catholic pupils may attend Catholic secondary schools with the understanding that they 
respect the environment, traditions and expectations of the Niagara Catholic District School Board.  
 
The Director of Education shall issue Administrative Guidelines in conjunction with this policy.  
 
 
Reference: 
Education Act, Section 33 (3), 1997  
Attendance Areas Policy #301.3  
Ontario Catholic School Graduation Expectations (link to OCSGE) 

 
 
 



 
INTERIM ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES 

 
1. Elementary Admission Requirements  

 
It is the responsibility of the parent or guardian to submit documentation and complete the 
required Board forms. These include: 

i. Where Junior Kindergarten is in operation, pupils shall be admitted to Junior 
Kindergarten in September of any school year provided that they will reach the age of 
four on, or before December 31st, in that same calendar year.   

ii. Pupils shall be admitted to Kindergarten in September of any school year provided that 
they reach the age of five on, or before December 31st, in the same calendar year.   

iii. Pupils shall be admitted to Grade 1 in September of any school year, provided that they 
reach the age of six on or before December 31st, in the same calendar year. 

iv. Requests for admission under Attendance Area Exceptions must comply with Section 
Four (4) of these administrative guidelines.  

v. Proof of Immigration Status where applicable.   
vi. When a child is registered for the first time in the Niagara Catholic District School Board, 

the school Principal must verify the child or the parent/guardian’s proof of baptism in the 
Roman Catholic or Catholic of the Greek or Ukrainian or other Eastern Rites in union 
with the See of Rome. If necessary, a letter from a pastor certifying that the child or 
parent/guardian has been baptized in the Roman, Greek or Ukrainian Rite will be 
accepted in lieu of a Baptismal Certificate for admission to the Catholic school system.   

vii. In the event neither parent/guardian can provide proof of baptism the procedures outlined 
in Section 3 of these guidelines are to be followed.   

viii. Completion of a Niagara Catholic District School Board Elementary Student Registration 
Form.   

ix. Completion of the Niagara Region Public Health Confidential Student Immunization 
Form and the attachment of a copy of the child’s Immunization Record Card.   

x. If required, a completed Application for Direction of School Support, and if required, a 
Roman Catholic Separate School Assessment Lease. 

 
The school Principal, in consultation with the parent(s)/guardians(s), is responsible for placing the 
pupil in the most appropriate program. 
 

2. Secondary Admission Requirements 
 

 A pupil shall be admitted if:   
i. The pupil and the parent(s)/guardians(s) are residents in the Province of Ontario.    

ii. The pupil and the parent(s)/guardian(s) is a Canadian citizen or landed immigrant.   
iii. Proof of Immigration Status where applicable is provided.   
iv. A Secondary School Registration Form is completed. 

 
The secondary schools of the Niagara Catholic District School Board exist to provide excellence 
in Catholic secondary education for the students of our Separate School Supporters and others 
within the Niagara Region who elect to attend. The current legislation from the Ministry of 
Education states that Non- Roman Catholic pupils may attend Catholic secondary schools. This 
is with the understanding that they respect the environment, traditions and expectations of the 
Niagara Catholic District School Board. 

Niagara Catholic District School Board 
 

ADMISSION OF STUDENTS 

Issued:  February 24, 1998 
Revised: June 16, 2009  
Revised: January 2010 

Policy No. 301.1 



In accordance with the Education Act, it is the expectation of the Niagara Catholic District School 
Board that all pupils attending one of Niagara Catholic’s secondary schools will; 
i. successfully achieve a credit in Religious Education for every year of attendance, up to 

graduation, at the Catholic secondary school, and 
ii. participate fully in the faith life activities of the Catholic secondary school, and 
iii. respect the environment, traditions and expectations of the Niagara Catholic District School 

Board.  
Achievement of Religious Education credits and participation in faith life activities are criterion 
for students to participate in faith-based graduation ceremonies. This expectation is to comply 
with the Ontario Catholic School Graduation Expectations as endorsed by the Niagara Catholic 
District School Board for all graduates of Niagara Catholic.     
 
The school Principal, in consultation with the parent(s)/guardian(s), is responsible for placing the 
student in the most appropriate program. Pupils transferring from outside of Ontario may be 
granted a course equivalency in accordance with authority granted by the Ministry of Education. 
 

3. Elementary Panel: Non-Separate School Supporters Admission Requirements  
Non-Separate School Supporters  
 
If a Non-Separate School Supporter and/or parent/guardian desires to register a child in a Niagara 
Catholic elementary school the following procedures must be followed:  

i. All new requests for Non-Separate Supporter(s) will comply with the practice of 
completing the Request for Admission Form and will require a recommendation from the 
school Principal.   

ii. The approval of Non-Separate School Supporter pupil requests will reside with the 
Family of Schools’ Superintendent. Yearly re-approval will not be required unless the 
Principal, in dialogue with the Family of Schools Superintendent, does not grant 
notification of permission to continue by April 1st of the current year.   

iii. Parent(s)/Guardian(s) have the responsibility to notify the school of changes regarding 
biographical information to the pupil’s family.   

iv. Principals and school Secretaries are required to enter the appropriate indicator to 
accurately track all Non-Separate Separate School Supporter students in the Board’s 
Student Management System. 

  
4. Attendance Area Exceptions  

 
In accordance with the Education Act, the Niagara Catholic District School Board has established 
boundaries for student attendance. This, however, does not include the right to a school outside 
the attendance area of the residence of the parent/guardian and/or pupil.  
 
Where parents request attendance at a school other than their designated school, they shall make 
the request to the respective Principal who, after discussions with the Family of Schools 
Superintendent shall make a determination on the request. Where approvals are given, 
transportation shall be the responsibility of the parents/guardians.  
 
Any exemptions to these specific exceptions will require the approval of the Family of Schools 
Superintendent and Administrative Council 
 
When it is required that a pupil attend a school other than their designated school for program or 
other reasons, the Family of Schools Superintendent of Education may approve attendance. In 
these cases, the Board may consider providing transportation.  
 
The following procedures shall be followed: 

i. All requests for attendance outside the school area(s) will comply with the practice of 
completing the Request for Admission Form and will require a recommendation from the 
school Principal. Requests include new siblings to a school where another sibling was 
granted permission to attend the same school. Approval will generally be granted for 
siblings to attend the same school.    



ii. The approval of pupils outside the school attendance area resides with the Family of 
Schools’ Superintendent. Yearly re-approval will not be required unless the Principal in 
dialogue with the Family of Schools Superintendent does not grant permission to 
continue by April 1st of the current year. 

iii. Approved attendance area exceptions are for the identified school boundary at the time of 
the approval. Any changes which occur to the attendance area boundaries may require 
attendance area exceptions to attend the school within the boundary of the residence.    

iv. Effective for September 2010, approval for out of boundary requests will not be granted 
into: 

1. Early Learning Programs / full day Kindergarten programs 
2. schools identified by Board motion 
3. schools at or above on the ground capacity (no surplus space) 

Any exemptions to these specific exceptions will require the approval of the Family of 
Schools Superintendent and Administrative Council.    

v. Parent(s)/Guardian(s) have the responsibility to notify the school Principal of changes to 
their residency status and/or circumstances for the initial attendance area exception 
request.  

vi. Principals and school Secretaries are required to enter the appropriate indicator to 
accurately track all Non-Separate Separate School Supporter students in the Board’s 
Student Management System.   

vii. Notwithstanding any article within this policy, transportation for all Outside the School 
Attendance Area students is the responsibility of the parent(s)/guardian(s) or student (if 
18 years old). 

  
5. Non Resident of Canada (VISA) Pupil 

  
The designated Superintendent of Education may approve the admission of a non-resident student 
and indicate the fee as appropriate in accordance with the Education Act. Such approval shall be 
reviewed annually.   

i. The pupil must obtain approval from the designated Superintendent of Education prior to 
admission into any school.   

ii. The International Student Application form must be completed. Prior to admission into 
any school, Visa students will be provided with a letter from the designated 
Superintendent of Education confirming attendance. Visa students shall be charged the 
fee determined by the Board.  

 
6. Residents of Ontario but Outside Niagara Region  

 
Students whose legal residence is outside the jurisdiction of the Board but within Ontario 
requesting admission to a school under the jurisdiction of the board may have fees paid by the 
Board in whose jurisdiction they reside. Such requests are to be accompanied by a statement from 
the resident Board indicating if they will pay fees on the student's behalf. The Director’s approval 
to admit must be obtained where fees are not paid. All admissions are reviewed on an annual 
basis.  
 
Transportation for all outside the School Attendance Area students is generally the responsibility 
of the parent(s)/guardian(s) or student (if 18 years old) unless approval for transportation is 
obtained from the Director of Education.  
 

7. Exchange Students  
 
Pupils approved, as Exchange Students will participate in reciprocal, school-based programs, 
provided in co-operation with the Canadian School Authorities and the foreign exchange partners 
of the International Student Exchange.    

 
8. Students with Immigration Documents  

 
School Principals who receive Immigration documents from pupils applying for admission must 
have the documents verified for eligibility. Admission will not be granted until Student 
Information and Administrative Services have verified documents and approval for admission has 
been confirmed. 



C3.1.2

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 

TOPIC: APPROVAL OF POLICIES  
  SAFE SCHOOLS POLICY:  
  INTERIM BULLYING PREVENTION  
  AND INTERVENTION POLICY (302.6.8) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Interim Bullying Prevention 
and Intervention Policy (302.6.8), as presented. 

 

Prepared by: Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education/Human Resources 
 
Presented by: Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education/Human Resources 
 
Approved by:  John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date:  January 26, 2010 



Niagara Catholic District School Board 
 

BULLYING PREVENTION AND INTERVENTION POLICY 

Adopted:  February 1, 2008  
                June 17, 2008 
Revised:  January 26, 2010 

Policy No. 302.6.8
Safe Schools 

 
STATEMENT OF POLICY 

 
In keeping with current legislation, the Niagara Catholic District School Board shall endeavour to ensure 
that the school environment is one of respect, dignity and trust, consistent with the Gospel Values. 
Bullying fails to respect the dignity and value of all individuals involved. Accordingly, the Board believes 
that all forms of bullying are unacceptable behaviours. 
 
Consistent with current legislation in the Province of Ontario, all members of the school community, 
including staff, students, parent/guardians and visitors, will be respectful to one another and are 
responsible in helping to create a safe and caring school environment free from bullying. 
It is required that each school include a specified bullying prevention and intervention statement in their 
Code of Conduct. 
 
The Director of Education will issue guidelines in support of this policy 

 
References:  
Bill 157: An Act to amend the Education Act 
Regulation 472/07: Behaviour, Discipline and Safety of Pupils 
Policy/Program Memorandum 144: Bullying Prevention and Intervention 
Human Rights Code 

 
 
 



Niagara Catholic District School Board 
 

BULLYING PREVENTION AND INTERVENTION POLICY 

Adopted:  February 1, 2008  
                June 17, 2008 
Revised:  January 26, 2010 

Policy No. 302.6.8
Safe Schools 

 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES 
 
Rationale 
 
Bullying is typically a form of repeated, persistent, aggressive behaviour that is directed at an individuals 
and is intended to cause (or should be known to cause) fear, distress and /or harm to another person’s 
body, feelings, self-esteem, or reputation. Bullying occurs in a context where there is real or perceived 
power imbalance. 
 
Bullying has been identified as a widespread problem with serious implications for students, schools, and 
the entire community. 
 
Bullying is predominantly a learned behaviour, which must be addressed by teaching students to build 
positive relationships, and develop effective communication strategies. Educators will endeavour to create 
opportunities to model and encourage behaviours and interactions that help create a classroom and 
positive school climate. 
 
Bullying adversely affects a student’s ability to learn. 
 
Bullying adversely affects healthy relationships and the school climate. 
 
Bullying adversely affects a school’s ability to educate its students. 
 
Bullying will not be accepted on school property, at school-related activities, on school buses, or in any 
other circumstances where engaging in bullying will have a negative impact on the school climate. 
 
Positive School Climate  
 
A positive school climate exists when all members of the school community feel safe, comfortable, and 
accepted. To help achieve a positive school environment in their schools, the Niagara Catholic District 
School Board and its schools will actively promote and support positive behaviours that reflect their 
catholic gospel values. They should also endeavour to ensure that parents and members of the broader 
community are involved in the school community. 
 
The Niagara Catholic District School Board and its schools will actively promote a positive school 
climate in their Schools. The following are some characteristics of a positive school climate: 

 Students and staff feel safe and are safe.  
 Healthy and inclusionary relationships are promoted.  
 Students are encouraged to be positive leaders in their school community  
 All partners are actively engaged  
 Bully prevention messages are reinforced through programs addressing discrimination based on 

such factors as age, race, sexual orientation, gender, faith, disability, ethnicity, and socio-
economic disadvantage.  

 Improvement of learning outcomes for all students is emphasized.  
 
There are several reasons why School Boards should address the problems of bullying in schools: 

 Bullying behaviours contradict the Gospel values, which are centred in the teachings of Christ.  
 Bullying may contribute to short-term problems for the targeted victims (i.e. a change in 

behaviour, drop in grades, frequent absences).  



 Persistent bullying may cause long-term psychological problems (i.e. depression, dropping out, 
suicide ideation.)  

 Bullying may contribute to involvement in other antisocial activities (i.e. alcohol/drug abuse, 
gangs, criminal behaviour) and threatens the physical safety of others.  

 Bullying may contribute to a negative school climate, which interferes with spiritual 
development, academic learning, and social responsibility.  

 Bullying adversely affects students’ ability to learn.  
 Bullying adversely affects healthy relationships and the school climate.  
 Bullying adversely affects a school’s ability to educate its students.  

 
Bullying may include but is not limited to: 
 
Verbal  Physical 
Name-calling/Put downs Hitting 
Insults Kicking 
Racist Comments Spitting 
Harassment Pushing 
Sexist Comments Inappropriate Gestures 
Teasing/Taunting Tripping 
Threatening /Extortion Stealing 
 
Social/Emotional Technological  
Relational Bullying Cyberbullying 
Manipulating Friendships Internet Misuse 
Gossip Text messages 
Exclusion Digital Photos 
Intimidation Chatlines 
Written Notes Websites 
Making false statements Telephone (3 way calling) 
 
In recognition of the importance of addressing bullying, which can have a significant impact on student 
safety, learning, and the school climate, bullying has been added to the list of infractions for which 
suspension must be considered. 
 
The policy statement and guidelines are consistent with current legislation and apply to students, staff, 
parents, visitors and community members involved with the Niagara Catholic District School Board. 
 
Prevention and Intervention Strategies 
 
1. Niagara Catholic Schools and Staff are expected to:  

 provide a safe, caring, and supportive environment that upholds our Gospel values and 
encourages positive relationships between students, staff and parent.  

 emphasize intervention strategies that are preventative in nature.  
 model appropriate language and actions for students.  
 increase awareness and understanding of the dynamics of bullying and develop a school-wide 

plan.  
 maintain an environment where bullying will be addressed age appropriately in a manner 

characterized by respect, responsibility and civility.  
 use resources that will assist in developing age-appropriate conflict resolution skills, social skills, 

positive relationships, and discourage bullying as unacceptable behaviours.  



 encourage students to report incidents of bullying; and support, monitor and act upon all reported 
incidents, to ensure the safety of all students.  

 recognize that some bullying behaviours may be more serious and may require more 
comprehensive intervention.  

 keep open lines of communication between the home, school parish, and community members.  
 implement interventions, supports and consequences which are consistent with the expectations in 

the student’s IEP and/or his/her demonstrated abilities. 
 address behaviours that are contrary to provincial, Board and school Codes of Conduct, which 

include, but is not limited to, inappropriate sexual behaviour, gender-based violence, 
homophobia, and harassment on the basis of sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, colour, 
ethnicity, culture, citizenship, ancestry, origin, religion, creed, family status, socio-economic 
status, disability and/or any other immutable characteristic or ground protected by the Human 
Rights Code. 

 
Delegation of Authority - Regarding Student Discipline 
 
It is the expectation of the Board that, provided that there is no immediate risk of physical harm to 
any individual, staff members who work directly with pupils on a regular basis, including but not 
limited to, administrators, teachers, educational assistants, social workers, child and youth workers, 
psychologists, and speech and language pathologists, shall, in accordance with Board procedures, 
respond to any such inappropriate and disrespectful behaviour or any other behaviour that causes a 
negative school climate or for which a suspension or expulsion may be imposed, which they have 
observed or heard during the course of their duties or otherwise while on school property or during a 
school related event. 
 
The Board, and school administrators, must consider all mitigating and other factors, as required by 
the Education Act, set out in Ontario Regulation 472/07 and reflected in student discipline settlements 
with the Human Rights Commission. 
 
Vice-Principals 
 
Delegation may include all authority of the principal under Part XIII of the Education Act except the 
final decision regarding a recommendation to the board to expel a student and suspensions for more 
than 5 school days. 
 
Teachers 
 
Teachers may be delegated the authority to initially deal with situations involving activities that occur 
that must be considered for suspension and/or expulsion.  
 
A teacher may be delegated limited authority to contact the parent of a student who has been harmed 
as the result of an activity for which suspension or expulsion must be considered.  The information 
provided to the parents by a teacher must be limited to the nature of the harm to the student and the 
nature of the activity that resulted in the harm. 
 
The teacher must not be delegated the authority to discuss the nature of any discipline measures taken 
in response to the activity.  
 
If the teacher is not clear on whether to call the parent or guardian the teacher should contact the 
principal or supervisory officer for direction. The principal or vice-principal will follow-up with the 
parent as soon as possible. 

 
2. Students are expected to:  

 promote a safe, caring and positive environment for all by developing an awareness of bullying 
issues.  

 refuse to bully others or to be a bystander to acts of bullying.  
 report all acts of bullying that they may experience or observe to appropriate school personnel for 

assistance.  
 assist and co-operate in the implementation of school-wide bully prevention initiatives.  

 



3. Parents/Visitors/Community Members are expected to:  
 promote a safe, caring and positive environment for all by developing an awareness of bullying 

issues.  
 inform the school if bullying is suspected.  
 encourage their children to discuss any incidents of bullying and reinforce the need to speak out.  
 support the school when resolving identified incidents of bullying.  
 support the school through Catholic School Councils, in promoting local school bully prevention 

initiatives.  
 support the school in training  and communication strategies for members of the school 

community  
 

4. Current Legislation and the Provincial Code of Conduct require all schools in consultation with their 
Catholic School Councils, staff, students and parents to develop local Codes of Conduct. These 
locally developed Codes of Conduct shall be in compliance with the Ministry’s and the Board’s Code 
of Conduct. 

  
5. The Niagara Catholic District School Board requires that each school include and address the 

following bullying prevention statement in their local school Code of Conduct.  
 

6. In keeping with the teachings of Christ, _______________ Catholic School will strive to create a 
safe, caring and supportive school environment , free of bullying, for all members of the school 
community that strives to create a safe, caring and supportive school environment,  free of 
bullying, for all members of the school community. 
 
This statement is based on the following principles:  
 All members of the Catholic School Community are expected to foster healthy communication, 

positive practices and a kind, inclusive, and welcoming school culture; as a means to resolve 
conflict, as reflected in the Gospel Values.  

 Bullying disrupts the learning, teaching, social and spiritual environment in a school community.  
 All members of the school community have a shared responsibility to provide students with an 

opportunity to learn and develop in a safe and respectful society.  
 

Safe Schools Teams 
 
Each school must have in place a safe school team responsible for school safety that is composed of at 
least one student (where appropriate), parent, teacher, support staff member, a community partner, and the 
principal. The team must have a staff chair. 
 
Through the development of school level plans, which address prevention and intervention strategies, 
schools will implement a bullying prevention and intervention plan. 
 
Schools must also establish a monitoring and review process to determine the effectiveness of their 
bullying prevention and intervention plans (i.e. school improvement plans). 
 
 

Blessed are the peacemakers; 
for, they shall be called the children of God. 

Matthew 5:9
 



C3.1.3

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: APPROVAL OF POLICIES  
  SAFE SCHOOLS POLICY: INTERIM  

  PROGRESSIVE STUDENT DISCIPLINE POLICY (302.6.9) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve Interim Progressive Student 
Discipline Policy, as presented. 

 

Prepared by: Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education/Human Resources 
 
Presented by: Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education/Human Resources 
 
Approved by:  John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date:  January 26, 2010 



Niagara Catholic District School Board 
 

PROGRESSIVE STUDENT DISCIPLINE POLICY 

Adopted:  February 1, 2008  
                June 17, 2008 
Revised:  January 26, 2010 

Policy No. 302.6.9
Safe Schools 

 
STATEMENT OF POLICY 

 
The Niagara Catholic District School Board endorses the principle of progressive discipline in support of 
a safe learning and teaching environment in which every student can reach his or her full potential. 
Appropriate action must consistently be taken by school personnel to address behaviours that are contrary 
to Provincial and Board Codes of Conduct.  
 
The Provincial Code of Conduct, the Niagara Catholic District School Board Code of Conduct, the 
Education Act, and all current legislation, together with the Board’s policies create expectations for 
behaviour for all persons on school property, and outline strategies to be taken to reduce incidents and 
impose appropriate consequences for pupils.  
 
The Human Rights Code of Ontario has primacy over provincial legislation and school board policies and 
procedures, such that the Education Act, regulations, Ministry of Education Program Policy Memoranda, 
and Board policies and procedures are subject to, and shall be interpreted and applied in accordance with 
the Human Rights Code of Ontario. 
 
When dealing with identified exceptional students the Board and School administrators must consider all 
mitigating and other factors as required by the Education Act and as set out in current legislation.  
Pursuant to the Education Act, principals are required to maintain proper order and discipline in schools, 
and pupils are responsible to the principal for their conduct and are required to accept such discipline as 
would be exercised by a reasonable, kind, firm and judicious parent. This policy does not detract from the 
duty. A principal may delegate some disciplinary responsibilities to a vice-principal and/or teacher of the 
school in accordance with the Education Act, Ministry of Education policies and Board procedures.  
 
Before applying disciplinary measures, the principal/designate and Disciplinary Hearing Committee of 
the Board shall consider the discriminatory impact of disciplinary decisions on pupils protected by the 
Human Rights Code, including but not limited to race and disability, and whether or not 
accommodation is required. 
 
Progressive discipline is a school-wide approach that makes use of a continuum of interventions, 
supports, and consequences, building upon strategies that promote positive behaviours. Each school is 
required to develop and implement school wide progressive discipline procedures, consistent with current 
legislation, relevant board policies and administrative guidelines. 
The Director will establish administrative guidelines and procedures for the implementation of this 
policy.  
 
References:  
Bill 157: An Act to amend the Education Act 
Regulation 472/07: Behaviour, Discipline and Safety of Pupils 
Policy/Program Memorandum145: Progressive Discipline and Promoting Positive Student Behaviour 
Human Rights Code 
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ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES 

 
Progressive discipline is considered to be a school-wide approach utilizing a continuum of interventions, 
supports and consequences to address inappropriate student behaviour.    Interventions, supports and 
consequences must be consistent with the expectations in the student’s IEP and/or his/her demonstrated 
abilities. Schools should use a wide range of interventions and consequences to reinforce positive 
behaviour and to help students better understand the consequences of their choices. Mitigating factors 
must be considered by the Board principals in determining the consequence of inappropriate student 
behaviour, and, where appropriate, begin the intervention at the lower end of the consequence spectrum. 
Parents are to be actively engaged in the approach.  
 
Appropriate action must consistently be taken by schools to address behaviours that are contrary to 
Provincial, Board and School Codes of Conduct, which includes, but is not limited to, inappropriate 
sexual behaviour, gender-based violence, homophobia, and harassment on the basis of sex, gender 
identity, sexual orientation, race, colour, ethnicity, culture, citizenship, ancestry, origin, religion, creed, 
family status, socio-economic status,disability and/or any other immutable characteristic or ground 
protected by the Human Rights Code as well as inappropriate sexual behaviour. The board authorizes 
principals, or their delegates, to impose consequences in appropriate circumstances, up to and including a 
referral to the Disciplinary Hearing Committee of the Board for expulsion from all schools. 
 
Delegation of Authority - Regarding Student Discipline 
 
It is the expectation of the Board that, provided that there is no immediate risk of physical harm to any 
individual, staff members who work directly with pupils on a regular basis, including but not limited to, 
administrators, teachers, educational assistants, social workers, child and youth workers, psychologists, 
and speech and language pathologists, shall, in accordance with Board procedures, respond to any such 
inappropriate and disrespectful behaviour or any other behaviour that causes a negative school climate or 
for which a suspension or expulsion may be imposed, which they have observed or heard during the 
course of their duties or otherwise while on school property or during a school related event. 
 
The Board, and school administrators, must consider all mitigating and other factors, as required by the 
Education Act, set out in Ontario Regulation 472/07 and reflected in student discipline settlements with 
the Human Rights Commission. 
 
Vice-Principals 
 
Delegation may include all authority of the principal under Part XIII of the Education Act except the final 
decision regarding a recommendation to the board to expel a student and suspensions for more than 5 
school days. 
 
Teachers 
 
Teachers may be delegated the authority to initially deal with situations involving activities that occur that 
must be considered for suspension and/or expulsion.  
 
A teacher may be delegated limited authority to contact the parent of a student who has been harmed as 
the result of an activity for which suspension or expulsion must be considered.  The information provided 



to the parents by a teacher must be limited to the nature of the harm to the student and the nature of the 
activity that resulted in the harm. 
 
The teacher must not be delegated the authority to discuss the nature of any discipline measures taken in 
response to the activity.  
 
If the teacher is not clear on whether to call the parent or guardian the teacher should contact the principal 
or supervisory officer for direction. The principal or vice-principal will follow-up with the parent as soon 
as possible. 
 
Early and Ongoing Intervention Strategies  
 
Early Intervention Strategies allow schools to support students in learning and adopting appropriate 
responses to events and circumstances that trigger disrespectful or illegal behaviour that could result in 
suspension or possible expulsion from school. Early interventions are opportunities for students to self-
assess and self-regulate with support from both the school and home.  
 
Ongoing Intervention Strategies provide a more structured approach to supporting the student through 
loss of privileges, parent meetings, behaviour intervention plans, conflict mediation, restorative justice, 
referral to more direct school or system staff with possible involvement of outside counselling agencies. 
Referrals may be for issues such as anger management or substance abuse. In determining the most 
appropriate individualized intervention strategy the principal must consider the mitigating factors 
surrounding the student and the particular incident as well as how it impacts the climate of the school.  
 
A teacher or the principal or designate, as appropriate, may utilize early and/or ongoing intervention 
strategies to prevent unsafe or inappropriate behaviours.  
 
These may include:   
 
Positive Practices 
 
In order to promote and support appropriate and positive pupil behaviours that contribute to creating and 
sustaining safe, comforting and accepting learning and teaching environments that encourage and support 
students to reach their full potential, the Board supports the use of positive practices for: (1) prevention, 
and (2) positive behaviour management.  The Board also encourages principals/designates to review and 
amend, as appropriate, Individual Education Plans, Behaviour Management Plans and Safety Plans at 
regular intervals and following an incident to ensure that every student with disability related needs is 
receiving appropriate accommodation up to the point of undue hardship. 
 
Preventative practices include:  

 Human Rights strategy pursuant to PPM 119 
 Anti-bullying and violence prevention programs; 
 Mentorship programs; 
 Student success strategies; 
 Character education; 
 Citizenship development; 
 Student leadership; and 
 Promoting healthy student relationships 
 Healthy lifestyles. 

 
Positive behaviour management practices include: 

 Program modifications or accommodations; 
 Class placement;  
 Positive encouragement and reinforcement;  
 Individual, peer and group counselling;  
 Conflict resolution / Dispute resolution;  
 Mentorship programs; 
 Promotion of healthy student relationships 



 Sensitivity programs; 
 Safety Plans; 
 School, Board and community support programs; and 
 Student success strategies. 

 
The Board recognizes that, in some circumstances, positive practices might not be effective or sufficient 
to address inappropriate pupil behaviour.  In such circumstances, the Board supports the use of 
consequences.  
 
In circumstances where a pupil will receive a consequence for his/her behaviour, it is the expectation of 
the Board that the principle of progressive discipline, consistent with the Human Rights Code, Ministry of 
Education direction and PPM 145, will be applied, if appropriate. 
 
Progressive Discipline Consequences 
 
Progressive discipline may include early and/or ongoing intervention strategies, such as: 

 Contact with the pupil’s parent(s)/guardian(s); 
 Oral reminders; 
 Review of expectations; 
 Written work assignment with a learning component; 
 Volunteer service to the school community; 
 Peer mentoring; 
 Referral to counselling; 
 Conflict mediation and resolution; and/or 
 Consultation. 

 
Progressive discipline may also include a range of interventions, supports and consequences when 
inappropriate behaviours have occurred, with a focus on improving behaviour, such as one or more of the 
following: 

 Meeting with the pupil’s parent(s)/guardian(s), pupil and principal; 
 Referral to a community agency for anger management or substance abuse counselling; 
 Detentions; 
 Withdrawal of privileges; 
 Withdrawal from class; 
 Restitution for damages; 
 Restorative practices; and/or 
 Transfer. 

 
The Board also encourages principals/designates to review and amend, as appropriate, Individual 
Education Plans, Behaviour Management Plans and Safety Plans at regular intervals and/or following an 
incident to ensure that every student with disability related need is receiving appropriate accommodation 
up to the point of undue hardship. 
In some cases, short-term suspension may also be considered a useful progressive discipline approach.  
 
In all cases where ongoing intervention strategies are used, the pupil’s parents/guardians should be 
consulted. The parent/guardian is expected to cooperate with the school as they monitor student progress.  
 
Progressive discipline is most effective when dialogue between the school and home regarding student 
achievement, behaviour and expectations is open, courteous and focused on student success. 
 
Addressing Inappropriate Behaviour  
 
If a pupil has displayed inappropriate behaviour the principal or designate may utilize a range of 
interventions, supports, and consequences that are (1) developmentally appropriate, and (2) include 
opportunities for pupils to focus on improving their behaviour.  



 
Inappropriate behaviour includes any behaviour that disrupts the positive school climate and/or has a 
negative impact on the school community.  
 
Inappropriate behaviour may also include, but is not limited to, one of the following infractions for which 
a suspension may be imposed:  
 
The Board also supports the use of suspension and expulsion as outlined in Part XIII of the Education Act 
where a pupil has committed one or more of the suspension infractions on school property, during a 
school-related activity or event, and/or in circumstances where the infraction has an impact on the school 
climate. 
 
Exclusion pursuant to section 265(1) (m) of the Education Act is not acceptable for discipline purposes or 
as an alternative to discipline, and may only be imposed in accordance with the Education Act and Board 
procedures, and must be consistent with the Human Rights Code. 
 
Suspension 
 
A pupil may be suspended only once for an infraction and may be suspended for a minimum of one (1) 
school day and a maximum of twenty (20) school days. Any such infraction about which a board staff 
member or transportation provider becomes aware must be reported to the principal or designate in 
accordance with Board procedures at the earliest, safe opportunity and no later than the end of the school 
day, or end of a transportation run, if reported by a transportation provider. A written report in accordance 
with Board procedures must be made when it is safe to do so (Appendix A) . 
 
The principal or designate is required to provide information, in accordance with Board procedures, to the 
parent/guardian of a pupil who is less than 18 years of age, is not 16 or 17 and withdrawn from parental 
control and where the principal is NOT aware that informing the parent/guardian would put the pupil at 
risk of harm and would not be in the pupil’s best interests.  
 
The principal may inform a parent/guardian of a student 18 years or older or who is 16 or 17 and has 
withdrawn from parental control, if that student consents to the disclosure of information. 
 
Expulsion 
 
The infractions for which a principal may consider recommending to the Board that a pupil be expelled 
from the pupil’s school or from all schools of the Board include: 
1.  Possessing a weapon, including possessing a firearm or knife; 
2.  Using a weapon to cause or to threaten bodily harm to another person; 
3.  Committing physical assault on another person that causes bodily harm requiring treatment by a 

medical practitioner; 
4.  Committing sexual assault; 
5.  Trafficking in weapons, illegal or restricted drugs; 
6.  Committing robbery; 
7.  Giving alcohol to a minor; 
8.  An act considered by the principal to be significantly injurious to the moral tone of the school and/or 

to the physical or mental well-being of others; 
9.  A pattern of behaviour that is so inappropriate that the pupil's continued presence is injurious to the 

effective learning and/or working environment of others; 
10.  Activities engaged in by the pupil on or off school property that cause the pupil's continuing presence 

in the school to create an unacceptable risk to the physical or mental well-being of other person(s) in 
the school or Board; 

11.  Activities engaged in by the pupil on or off school property that have caused extensive damage to the 
property of the Board or to goods that are/were on Board property; 

12.  The pupil has demonstrated through a pattern of behaviour that s/he has not prospered by the 
instruction available to him or her and that s/he is persistently resistant to making changes in 
behaviour which would enable him or her to prosper; or 

13.  Any act considered by the principal to be a serious violation of the requirements for pupil behaviour 
and/or a serious breach of the Board or school Code of Conduct. 



14.  Where a student has no history of discipline or behaviour intervention, or no relevant history, a single 
act, incident or infraction considered by the principal to be a serious violation of the expectations of 
student behaviour and/or a serious breach of the Board or school Code of Conduct. 

 
The Principal and/or Disciplinary Hearing Committee of the Board shall consider whether or not the 
discipline will have a disproportionate impact on a pupil protected by the Human Rights Code and/or 
exacerbate the pupil’s disadvantaged position in society. 
 
Any such infractions about which a board staff member or transportation provider becomes aware must 
be reported to the principal or designate in accordance with Board procedures at the earliest, safe 
opportunity and no later than the end of the school day, or end of a bus run, if reported by a transportation 
provider.  A written report in accordance with Board procedures must be made when it is safe to do so 
(Appendix A) 
 
The principal or designate is required to provide information, in accordance with Board procedures, to the 
parent/guardian of a pupil who is less than 18 years of age, is not 16 or 17 and withdrawn from parental 
control and where the principal is NOT aware that informing the parent/guardian would put the pupil at 
risk of harm and would not be in the pupil’s best interests.  The principal may inform a parent of a student 
18 years or older or who is 16 or 17 and has withdrawn from parental control, if that student consents to 
the disclosure of information. 
 
Factors to Consider Before Deciding to Utilize a Progressive Discipline Approach to Address 
Inappropriate Behaviour  
 
In all cases where progressive discipline is being considered to address an inappropriate behaviour, the 
principal or designate must:  
1.  Consider the particular pupil and circumstances, including considering the mitigating or other factors;  
2. Consider the nature, frequency and severity of the behaviour;  
3.  Consider the impact of the inappropriate behaviour on the school climate; and  
4.  Consult with the pupil’s parent(s)/guardian (unless the pupil is an adult pupil).  

 
Mitigating Factors  
 
Before imposing a suspension pending an investigation to determine whether to recommend expulsion, 
the principal must consider any mitigating factors, outlined above, for the purpose of mitigating the 
discipline to be imposed on the pupil.  For the purpose of the Student Discipline Policy and Procedures, 
the Board interprets the provisions of the Education Act and Regulations in a broad and liberal manner 
consistent with the Human Rights Code.  The principal and/or Discipline Committee of the Board shall 
consider whether or not the discipline will have a disproportionate impact on a pupil protected by the 
Human Rights Code and/or exacerbate the pupil’s disadvantaged position in society. 
 
The mitigating factors to be considered by the principal are: 
1.  Whether the pupil has the ability to control his or her behaviour; 
2.  Whether the pupil has the ability to understand the foreseeable consequences of his or her behaviour; 

and 
3.  Whether the pupil’s continuing presence in the school does or does not create an unacceptable risk to 

the safety of any other individual at the school. 
 
Other Factors to be Considered 
 
1.  The pupil’s academic, discipline and personal history; 
2.  Whether other progressive discipline has been attempted with the pupil, and if so, the progressive 

discipline approach(es) that has/have been attempted and any success or failure; 
3.  Whether the infraction for which the pupil might be disciplined was related to any harassment of the 

pupil because of race, colour, ethnic origin, place of origin, religion, creed, disability, gender or 
gender identity, sexual orientation or harassment for any other reason; 

4.  The impact of the discipline on the pupil’s prospects for further education; 
5.  The pupil’s age; 



6.  Where the pupil has an IEP or disability related needs, 
a)  Whether the behaviour causing the incident was a manifestation of the pupil’s disability; 
b)  Whether appropriate individualized accommodation has been provided; and 
c)  Whether a suspension is likely to result in aggravating or worsening the pupil’s behaviour or 

conduct or whether a suspension is likely to result in a greater likelihood of further inappropriate 
conduct; and 

7.  Whether or not the pupil’s continuing presence at the school creates an unacceptable risk to the safety 
of anyone in the school. 

 
Before imposing a suspension pending an investigation to determine whether to recommend expulsion, 
the principal must consider any mitigating factors, outlined above, for the purpose of mitigating the 
discipline to be imposed on the pupil. The Board interprets the provisions of the Education Act and 
Regulations in a broad and liberal manner consistent with the Human Rights Code. The principal and/or 
Disciplinary Hearing Committee of the Board shall consider whether or not the discipline will have a 
disproportionate impact on a pupil. 
 
1.  The pupil’s academic, discipline and personal history;  
2.  Whether other progressive discipline has been attempted with the pupil, and if so, the progressive 

discipline approach (es) that has/have been attempted and any success or failure;  
3.  Whether the infraction for which the pupil might be disciplined was related to any harassment of the 

pupil because of race, ethnic origin, place of origin, religion, creed, disability, gender or gender 
identity, sexual orientation or harassment for any other reason;  

4.  The impact of the discipline on the pupil’s prospects for further education;  
5.  The pupil’s age;  
6.  Where the pupil has an IEP or disability related needs,  

i.  Whether the behaviour causing the incident was a manifestation of the pupil’s disability;  
ii.  Whether appropriate individualized accommodation has been provided; and  
iii.  Whether a suspension is likely to result in aggravating or worsening the pupil’s behaviour or 

conduct or whether a suspension is likely to result in a greater likelihood of further inappropriate 
conduct; and  

7.  Whether or not the pupil’s continuing presence at the school creates an unacceptable risk to the safety 
of any other individual in the school.  
If the pupil’s continuing presence in the school creates an unacceptable risk to the safety of others in 
the school, then a progressive discipline approach may not be appropriate.  

 
Principal Investigation 
 
Before recommending an expulsion from the pupil’s school or from all schools of the Board, the principal 
must complete an investigation, consistent with the expectations of the Human Rights Code and as 
required by the Education Act, which is consistent with the expectations for principal investigations 
outlined in the Board’s Student Discipline Procedures. 
 
Appeal 
 
Where a pupil’s parent/guardian or the pupil, if 18 or older or 16 or 17 and has removed him/herself from 
parental control, disagrees with the decision of a principal to suspend the pupil that pupil’s 
parent/guardian or the pupil, if 18 or older or 16 or 17 and removed from parental control, may appeal the 
principal’s decision to suspend the pupil, in accordance with the Human Rights Code, the Board’s Student 
Discipline Procedures and Suspension Appeal Guidelines. 
 
Suspension appeals will not be conducted in accordance with or be subject to the Statutory Powers 
Procedure Act. 
 
Disciplinary Hearing Committee 
 
In all cases where consequences might be imposed, teachers, administrators and the Board will consider 
the safety and dignity of all pupils, and the impact of the activity on the school climate. 
 



The Disciplinary Hearing Committee shall have the powers as set out in the Education Act and any other 
powers necessary and shall consider the Human Rights Code of Ontario any other powers prior to 
implementing any appropriate Order 
 
Victims of Serious Student Incidents 
 
The Board supports pupils who are victims of serious incidents of pupil behaviour causing harm contrary 
to the Provincial, Board, and school Codes of Conduct. The principal or designate is required to provide 
information, in accordance with Board procedures, to the parent/guardian of a pupil who is less than 18 
years of age, is not 16 or 17 and withdrawn from parental control and where the principal is NOT aware 
that informing the parent/guardian would put the pupil at risk of harm and would not be in the pupil’s best 
interests. The principal may inform a parent of a student 18 years or older or who is 16 or 17 and has 
withdrawn from parental control, if that student consents to the disclosure of information. The Board shall 
ensure that Principals develop appropriate plans to protect the victim and will communicate to 
parents/guardians of victim’s information about the plan and a method of identifying dissatisfaction with 
steps taken to provide support to the victim. 
 
Record  
 
The principal or designate shall keep a record for each pupil with whom progressive discipline approach 
(es) is utilized. The record should include:  
1. Name of the pupil;  
2. Date of the incident or behaviour;  
3. Nature of the incident or behaviour;  
4. Considerations taken into account;  
5. Progressive discipline approach used;  
6. Outcome; and  
7. Contact with the pupil’s parent/guardian (unless the pupil is an adult pupil). 
 
School-Level Plans 
 
1.  School-wide progressive discipline plans must address the requirements of the Code, and proactively 

measures to address systemic human rights concerns experienced by racialized students and students 
with disabilities. 

2.  Schools are to develop and implement a school-wide progressive discipline plan which support 
strategies including plans to protect victims. 

 



Appendix  A 
 

Safe Schools Incident Reporting Form – Part I 
 

 
Report No: 
________________ 

CONFIDENTIAL 
SAFE SCHOOLS INCIDENT REPORTING FORM – PART I 

Name of School:   

1. Names of 
Pupil(s) Involved  
(if known) 

________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 

2. Where the 
Incident Occurred 
(check one) 

  A Location in the School or on School Property (please specify) 
_______________________________________________________ 

  At School-Related Activity (please specify) _____________________ 
  On a School Bus (Route #) _________________________________ 
  Other (please specify)______________________________________ 
 

3. When the 
Incident Occurred 

Date:  _______________________                 Time:  _________________ 

4. Type of Incident 
(check all 
applicable)  

Activities for which suspension must be considered under section 306(1) of the 
Education Act 

  Uttering a threat to inflict serious bodily harm on another person. 
  Possessing alcohol or illegal drugs. 
  Being under the influence of alcohol. 
  Swearing at a teacher or at another person in a position of authority. 
  Committing an act of vandalism that causes extensive damage to school 

property at the pupil’s school or to property located on the premises of the 
pupil’s school.  

  Bullying. 
  Any other activity for which a pupil may be suspended under a policy of the 

board. 
[Note: Boards must specify on this form any other activities for which the principal 
may suspend according to board policy.] 
Activities for which expulsion must be considered under section 310(1) of the 
Education Act 

  Possessing a weapon, including possessing a firearm. 
  Using a weapon to cause or to threaten bodily harm to another person. 
  Committing physical assault on another person that causes bodily harm 

requiring treatment by a medical practitioner. 
  Committing sexual assault. 
  Trafficking in weapons or in illegal drugs. 
  Committing robbery. 
  Giving alcohol to a minor. 
  Any other activity for which a pupil may be expelled under a policy of a 

board.  
[Note: Boards must specify on this form any other activities for which the board may 
expel according to board policy.] 

5. Report Submitted By:    Name:__________________ Signature: _______________ Date: 
____________ 
      
Contact Information:    Location: _________________________  Telephone: _______________ 

 
 
 
 
 



Appendix  B 
 

Safe Schools Incident Reporting Form – Part II 
 
 
SAFE SCHOOLS INCIDENT REPORTING FORM – PART II 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT 

Report No:     
__________________________________________________________________
 
Report Submitted By: Name: _____________________   Date: _____________ 
 
        Action Taken                                                          No Action Required 
 
 (Principal): Name: ______________Signature: ______________ Date: _______ 
 
Note: Only Part II to be returned to the person who reported. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



C3.2

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: REPORT OF THE NIAGARA FALLS ELEMENTARY AND 

SECONDARY FAMILY OF SCHOOLS/ST. GEORGE AND ST. 
JOSEPH (SNYDER) CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 
AND ST. MICHAEL CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE AD HOC ATTENDANCE AREA 
REVIEW COMMITTEE 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Niagara Catholic District School 
Board receive the report of the Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee for the 
Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/ St. George and St. Joseph 
(Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School 
Niagara-on-the-Lake and approve the recommendations as presented. 
 
 
1. THAT the St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School proposed boundary changes as 

recommended through the Pupil Accommodation Review (PAR), and as approved by 
the Board motion of May 26, 2009 with students transferred to St.  Patrick, St. Mary, 
and Father Hennepin Catholic Elementary Schools for September 2010 be maintained. 

 
THAT the new boundary description for St. Patrick Catholic Elementary School be 
described as: 
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to 
South: Newman Hill (centerline) to Magdalen St. (and its projection) to Slater Ave. 
to Roberts St. 
West: MacDonald St to Stamford St to Florence Ave to Rosedale Ave to Sixth Ave 
(excluding) to the CNR to  
North:  to the Queenston Chippawa Power Canal to the point of commencement on the 
Niagara River 
THAT the new boundary for St. Mary Catholic Elementary School be described as:  
East: Commencing on Sixth Ave to Rosedale Ave (excluding) to Florence Ave 
(excluding) to Stamford St (excluding) to MacDonald St (excluding) to Roberts St. 
(centerline) 
South: Slater Ave (centerline) to Magdalen St. (centerline) to Victoria Avenue. 
(centerline)   
West:  Ferry St. to Lundy’s Lane to Glenholme to  
North:  the QEW to the CNR to Thorold Stone Rd (centerline) to Stanley Ave 
(centerline) to the CNR to the point of commencement on Sixth Ave 
 



THAT the new boundary description for Father Hennepin Catholic Elementary 
School be described as: 
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to 
South: Corfield St (and its projection) to Stanley Ave to the Welland River to 
West: Wilson Cres (and its projection) to McLeod Rd to Dell Ave (and its projection) 
to the power transmission lines to Drummond Rd to Culp Street to Franklin Ave 
North:  to Lundy’s Lane to Ferry Ave. (and its projection) to the point of 
commencement on the Niagara River 
 

2. THAT upon further consideration by the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary 
Family of Schools/St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools 
Attendance Area Ad Hoc Committee that the following proposed boundary changes 
occur for St. Vincent de Paul, Loretto Catholic, Cardinal Newman, and Sacred Heart 
Catholic Elementary Schools and for Saint Michael and Saint Paul Catholic Secondary 
Schools effective September 2010. 

 
St. Vincent de Paul  
East:  Commencing on the QEW to  
South:  Alpine Drive (and its projection and including all cul de sacs off of Alpine - 
Yvette, Kathleen and Valerie) to Kalar Road (centerline) to Beaverdams Road 
(centerline), 
West: Thorold Townline Road (centerline) to the City Boundary (Niagara Falls & 
Thorold) to  
North: The City boundary (Niagara Falls & Niagara-on-the-Lake) to the point of 
commencement on the QEW. 
 
Loretto Catholic  
East: Commencing on Montrose Road (centerline) at Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to 
South: McLeod Road (centerline) to  
West: City Boundary (Niagara Falls and Thorold) to  
North: Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to the point of commencement on Montrose Road. 

  
Cardinal Newman  
East: Commencing on the QEW to 
South: Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to  
West:  Thorold Townline Road (centerline) to 
North: Beaverdams to Kalar Road (centerline) to the projection of Alpine Drive 
(excluding all cul de sacs off of Alpine – Yvette, Kathleen, Valerie – and its 
projection) to the point of commencement on the QEW  
 
Sacred Heart  
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to  
South: to Bossert Road (excluding – and  its projection) to King Road (excluding) to 
Bossert Road (excluding) to Beck Road (excluding) to Shisler Road  (excluding) to  
West: the township lot line between lots 5 and 6 (Morris Road) to  
North: the Welland River to Stanley Ave. (excluding) to Corfield St. (excluding – and 
its projection) to the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 
 
Saint Michael High School  
East: Commencing on the Niagara River 
South: Netherby Road (excluding) 
West: the Canada Southern Railway to the Lyons Creek to the township lot line 
between lots 5 and 6 (between Morris and Crowland Roads) to the Welland River to 
the City Boundary (Niagara Falls and Thorold) to  
North:  Lundy's Lane (centerline) east to the QEW to 420 Hwy. to Glenhome Ave. 
(centerline) to south to Lundy’s Lane (centerline) east along Lundy’s Lane to 
Ferry (and its projection) to the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 



 
Saint Paul High School 
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to  
South: to Victoria Avenue to Ferry St. (and its projection) to Lundy’s Lane 
(centerline) to Glenholme Ave. (centerline) to 420 Hwy. to  
West: QEW (centerline) south to Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to Thorold Townline 
Road (centerline) to  
North: the City Boundary (Niagara Falls and Thorold and Niagara Falls & Niagara on 
the Lake) to the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 

 
3. THAT students, who are currently in Grades 8 to Grade 12, who are currently residing in 

the St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School (NF) or the Loretto Catholic Elementary School 
attendance area and have been affected by the proposed elementary or secondary boundary 
changes will have transportation provided to either St. Paul or St. Michael Catholic High 
Schools in Niagara Falls until graduation.  If required, transportation will continue for their 
sibling(s) until the current grade 8 student graduates from secondary school. 
 

4. THAT, the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and St. 
Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools Attendance Area Ad Hoc Committee 
continue to review the attendance boundaries for all elementary and secondary schools in 
Niagara Falls and Niagara-on-the-Lake with an annual report to the Board.  
 

6. THAT, new requests for attendance area exceptions will be reviewed in accordance with 
Board Policy/Guidelines 301.1, Admission of Students.  Attendance area exceptions will 
not be granted to students who wish to attend St. Vincent de Paul, Cardinal Newman and 
Loretto Catholic except for the purpose of keeping siblings together within the same 
school. 
 

6. THAT, Senior Staff will review Board Policy/Guidelines 301.1, Admission of Students, 
within the current Policy and Administrative Guideline Review Process. 

 

Prepared by: Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and  
 St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic 
 Elementary School, Niagara-on-the-Lake Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee 

Presented by: John Dekker, Chair of the Ad Hoc Committee 
 Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education 
                               James Woods, Controller of Plant 

Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education  
 
Date:  January 26, 2010 
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REPORT TO THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
JANUARY 12, 2010 

 
REPORT OF THE NIAGARA FALLS ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY 

FAMILY OF SCHOOLS/ST. GEORGE AND ST. JOSEPH (SNYDER) 
CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS AND ST. MICHAEL CATHOLIC 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE  
AD HOC ATTENDANCE AREA REVIEW COMMITTEE 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) 
Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School, Niagara-on-the-Lake Ad Hoc 
Attendance Area Review Committee, chaired by Mr. John Dekker, met on Wednesday, January 6, 2010, 
and approved a motion that the following recommendations, as outlined in the attached report, be 
submitted to the Committee of the Whole for approval to the Niagara Catholic District School Board. 
   
THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive 
the report of the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and St. Joseph 
(Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School, Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee and approve the recommendations as presented. 
 
1. THAT the St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School proposed boundary changes as recommended 

through the Pupil Accommodation Review (PAR), and as approved by the Board motion of May 
26th, 2009 with students transferred to St. Patrick, St. Mary, and Father Hennepin Catholic 
Elementary Schools for September 2010 be maintained. 

 
THAT the new boundary description for St. Patrick Catholic Elementary School be described as: 
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to 
South: Magdalen St. (and its projection) to Slater Ave. to Roberts St. 
West: MacDonald St to Stamford St to Florence Ave to Rosedale Ave to Sixth Ave (excluding) to the 
CNR to  
North:  to the Queenston Chippawa Power Canal to the point of commencement on the Niagara River 
 
THAT the new boundary for St. Mary Catholic Elementary School be described as:  
East:  Commencing on Sixth Ave to Rosedale Ave (excluding) to Florence Ave (excluding) to 
Stamford St (excluding) to MacDonald St (excluding) to Roberts St. (centerline) 
South:  Slater Ave (centerline) to Magdalen St. (centerline) to Victoria Avenue. (centerline)   
West:  Ferry St. to Lundy’s Lane to Glenholme to  
North:  Hwy 420 to the QEW to the CNR to Thorold Stone Rd (centerline) to Stanley Ave 
(centerline) to the CNR to the point of commencement on Sixth Ave 
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THAT the new boundary description for Father Hennepin Catholic Elementary School be 
described as: 
East:  Commencing on the Niagara River to 
South:  Corfield St (and its projection) to Stanley Ave to the Welland River to 
West:  Wilson Cres (and its projection) to McLeod Rd to Dell Ave (and its projection) to the power 
transmission lines to Drummond Rd to Culp Street to Franklin Ave 
North:  to Lundy’s Lane to Ferry Ave. (and its projection) to the point of commencement on the 
Niagara River 

 
2. THAT upon further consideration by the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of 

Schools/St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools, and St. Michael Catholic 
Elementary School, Niagara-on-the-Lake Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee that the 
following proposed boundary changes occur for St. Vincent de Paul, Loretto Catholic, Cardinal 
Newman, and Sacred Heart Catholic Elementary Schools and for Saint Michael and Saint Paul 
Catholic Secondary Schools effective September 2010. 

 
St. Vincent de Paul  
East:  Commencing on the QEW to  
South:  Alpine Drive (and its projection and including all cul de sacs off of Alpine - Yvette, Kathleen 
and Valerie) to Kalar Road (centerline) to Beaverdams Road (centerline), 
West:  Thorold Townline Road (centerline) to the City Boundary (Niagara Falls & Thorold) to  
North:  The City boundary (Niagara Falls & Niagara-on-the-Lake) to the point of commencement on 
the QEW. 
 
Loretto Catholic  
East:  Commencing on Montrose Road (centerline) at Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to 
South:  McLeod Road (centerline) to  
West:  City Boundary (Niagara Falls and Thorold) to  
North:  Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to the point of commencement on Montrose Road. 
  
Cardinal Newman  
East:  Commencing on the QEW to 
South:  Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to  
West:  Thorold Townline Road (centerline) to 
North:  Beaverdams to Kalar Road (centerline) to the projection of Alpine Drive (excluding all 
cul de sacs off of Alpine – Yvette, Kathleen, Valerie – and its projection) to the point of 
commencement on the QEW  
 
Sacred Heart  
East:  Commencing on the Niagara River to  
South:  to Bossert Road (excluding – and  its projection) to King Road (excluding) to Bossert 
Road (excluding) to Beck Road (excluding) to Shisler Road  (excluding) to  
West:  the township lot line between lots 5 and 6 (Morris Road) to  
North:  the Welland River to Stanley Ave. (excluding) to Corfield St. (excluding – and its projection) 
to the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 
 
Saint Michael High School  
East:  Commencing on the Niagara River  
South:  Netherby Road (excluding) 
West:  the Canada Southern Railway to the Lyons Creek to the township lot line between lots 5 and 6 
(between Morris and Crowland Roads) to the Welland River to the City Boundary (Niagara Falls and 
Thorold) to  
North:  Lundy's Lane (centerline) east to the QEW to 420 Hwy. to Glenhome Ave. (centerline) 
to south to Lundy’s Lane (centerline) east along Lundy’s Lane to Ferry (and its projection) to 
the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 
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Saint Paul High School 
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to the projection of Magdalen St. 
South: to Victoria Avenue to Ferry St. (and its projection) to Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to 
Glenholme Ave. (centerline) to 420 Hwy. to  
West: QEW (centerline) south to Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to West Thorold Townline Road 
(centerline) to  
North: the City Boundary (Niagara Falls and Thorold and Niagara Falls & Niagara on the Lake) to 
the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 

 
3. THAT students, who are currently in Grades 8 to Grade 12, who are currently residing in the St. 

Joseph Catholic Elementary School (NF) or the Loretto Catholic Elementary School attendance area 
and have been affected by the proposed elementary or secondary boundary changes will have 
transportation provided to either St. Paul or St. Michael Catholic High Schools in Niagara Falls until 
graduation.  If required, transportation will continue for their sibling(s) until the current grade 8 
student graduates from secondary school. 

 
4. THAT, the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and St. Joseph, 

(Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools, and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School, Niagara-on-the-
Lake Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee continue to review the attendance boundaries for 
all elementary and secondary schools in Niagara Falls and Niagara-on-the-Lake with an annual report 
to the Board. 

 
5. THAT, new requests for attendance area exceptions will be reviewed in accordance with Board 

Policy/Guidelines 301.1, Admission of Students. Attendance area exceptions will not be granted to 
students who wish to attend St. Vincent de Paul, Cardinal Newman and Loretto Catholic except for 
the purpose of keeping siblings together within the same school. 

 
6. THAT, Senior Staff will review Board Policy/Guidelines 301.1, Admission of Students, within the 

current Policy and Administrative Guideline Review Process. 
 
The report of the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and St. Joseph 
(Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee is attached. 
 

 
Prepared by:  The Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and St. 

Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary 
School Niagara-on –the-Lake Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee 

  
Presented by:   John Dekker, Chair of the Ad Hoc Committee 
                        Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education 
                           James Woods, Controller of Plant 
 
Approved by:   John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date:                January 12, 2010 



 
  
Report of The Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools 
/St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools  
and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School, Niagara-on-the-Lake  
Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee 
Page 4 of 10  

 

 

 
 

REPORT TO THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 
JANUARY 12, 2010 

 
REPORT OF THE NIAGARA FALLS ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY 

FAMILY OF SCHOOLS/ST. GEORGE AND ST. JOSEPH (SNYDER) 
CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS AND ST. MICHAEL CATHOLIC 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 
AD HOC ATTENDANCE AREA REVIEW COMMITTEE 

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The mandate of the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/ St. George and St. 
Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School Niagara-on-
the-Lake Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee is the result of the Pupil Accommodation Review 
(PAR) Report by Senior Staff presented to the Board at the May 26th, 2009 Board Meeting. The following 
recommendations were approved by the Board:  

That, St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School be closed by September 2010 with St. Joseph relocated 
through the Attendance Area process to St. Mary, St. Patrick and Father Hennepin Catholic Elementary 
Schools. 

That, a Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee of the 
Board be established in September 2009 to review the attendance boundaries for all elementary and 
secondary schools in Niagara Falls.  According to the Board’s Attendance Area Policy 301.3, the 
mandate of the committee will be to recommend to the Board stability within all attendance areas while 
maximizing facility utilization of all elementary and secondary schools in Niagara Falls (May 26th, 2009). 

At the Board Meeting of September 26th, 2009 the following recommendations were approved: to add St. 
Joseph (Snyder) and St. George Catholic Elementary Schools to the Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review 
Committee and for the Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee to present a final report to the Board 
by January 2010. 

That the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve that the Niagara Falls Elementary and 
Secondary Family of Schools Attendance Area Ad Hoc Committee be combined with the St. George and 
St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools Attendance Area Ad Hoc Committee, and  

That, Niagara Catholic District School Board approve that the final report of the Attendance Area 
Review Ad Hoc Committee be presented to the Board through the Committee of the Whole no later than 
January 2010 (September 29, 2009) .  
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Therefore, as a result of these recommendations as approved by the Board, the terms of reference for the 
Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/ St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic 
Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School Niagara-on-the-Lake Ad Hoc 
Attendance Area Review Committee are as follows: 

1. The maintenance of demographic stability in all attendance areas for the Catholic elementary and 
secondary schools in Niagara Falls, and St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary 
Schools;  

2. The maximum utilization of  all Catholic elementary and secondary schools in the Niagara Falls/St. 
George and St. Joseph (Snyder) attendance areas; and 

3.  The presentation of the final report of the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of 
Schools/St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic 
Elementary School Niagara-on- the Lake Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee at the 
Committee of the Whole meeting of January 12th, 2010. 

Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee Membership 

The Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/ St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) 
Catholic Elementary Schools and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School Niagara-on-the-Lake Ad Hoc 
Attendance Area Review Committee as outlined in the Board’s Attendance Area Policy and 
Administrative Guidelines: Policy No. 301.3 consisted of the following members:   
 John Dekker: Trustee and Chair of the Committee 
 Frank Fera: Trustee 
 Ed Nieuwesteeg: Trustee 
 John Crocco: Director of Education and Resource 
 Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells: Superintendent of Education – Secretary/Resource 
 James Woods: Controller of Plant-Resource 
 Kathy Levinski: Manager of Plant Services-Resource  

Considerations by the Committee 

The following information was taken into consideration by the Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review 
Committee: 
 Current student population in all schools 
 Projected student population growth in all schools for the next fifteen years 
 Number of surplus spaces in all schools 
 Number of portables at all schools 
 Current existing boundaries of all schools 
 Recommendations and feedback from Senior Staff, Principal and Vice- Principals, Parents/Guardians, 

and Members of the Community during the consultation process about proposed boundary changes 
 Information from the City of Niagara Falls regarding potential growth and development in Niagara 

Falls 
 Realignment of transportation routes for students 
 Full Day Early Learning Programs (FD ELP) for 4 and 5 year old pupils 
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Elementary and Secondary Schools Reviewed by the Committee 

The boundaries for the following elementary and secondary schools were reviewed by the Committee: 
 Cardinal Newman Catholic Elementary School 
 Father Hennepin Catholic Elementary School 
 Loretto Catholic Elementary School 
 Mary Ward Catholic Elementary School 
 Notre Dame Catholic Elementary School 
 Our Lady of  Mount Carmel Catholic Elementary School 
 Sacred Heart Catholic Elementary School 
 St. Gabriel Lalement Catholic Elementary School 
 St. George Catholic Elementary School 
 St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School 
 St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School (Snyder) 
 St. Mary Catholic Elementary School 
 St. Michael Catholic Elementary School (NOTL) 
 St. Patrick Catholic Elementary School 
 St. Thomas More Catholic Elementary School 
 St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Elementary School 
 Saint Michael Catholic High School 
 Saint Paul Catholic High School 

Principal and Vice- Principal Participation 

The Principals and Vice-Principals of all of the schools supported the work of the Committee by 
communicating the proposed boundary changes to their Catholic School Councils and school 
communities, by attending community meetings, and by providing correspondence about the proposed 
boundary changes to Catholic School Councils and parents/guardians.   

Timelines of Recommendations to the Board 

The following timeline was followed by the Committee: 

May 26, 2009 

Board approved recommendation regarding St. Joseph Catholic Elementary to close June 2010 with 
students being transferred to St. Patrick, St. Mary and Fr. Hennepin Catholic Elementary Schools.  In 
addition, the Board approved a motion to establish an Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee to 
review the attendance boundaries for all elementary and secondary schools in Niagara Falls. 

September 29, 2009  

Board approved that the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools Ad Hoc Attendance 
Area Review Committee would be combined with St. George/ St. Joseph, (Snyder) Catholic Elementary 
Schools Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee. 

October 13, 2009  

Trustee Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee Meeting 
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October 14, 2009  

Meeting with Principals of all Niagara Falls elementary and secondary schools and St. George/ St. Joseph 
(Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools 

November 3, 2009  

Trustee Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee Meeting 

November 11, 2009 – 4:00 p.m. 

Trustee Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee Meeting 

November 12, 2009 – 4:00 p.m. 

Meeting with all Principals to discuss the proposed boundary recommendations 

November 18, 2009 – 4:00 p.m. 

Trustee Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee Meeting 

November 24, 2009 – 4:30 p.m. 

Trustee Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee Meeting 

December 3, 2009 – 7:00 p.m.    57 Community Attendees 

Community Meeting: St. Paul Catholic High School Family of Schools and St. Michael Catholic 
Elementary School- NOTL  

December 9, 2009 – 7:00 p.m.   70 Community Attendees 

Community Meeting: St. Michael Catholic High School Family of Schools,  

St. Joseph (Snyder) 

December 15, 2009- 5:00 p.m.  

Trustee Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee Meeting 

January 5, 2010 – 7:00 p.m.    37 Community Attendees 

Town Hall Meeting:  St. Michael Catholic High School to present all boundary changes for the Niagara 
Falls/St. George/St. Joseph (Snyder) Schools 

January 6th,  2010- 5:00 p.m. 

Trustee Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee Meeting 
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January 12, 2010- 7:00 p.m. 

Report to the Committee of the Whole Meeting from the Committee 

January 26, 2010 – 7:00 p.m. 

Board consideration of recommendations at the Niagara Catholic District School Board Meeting 

Appendices 

Appendix A- Background on Surplus Spaces in the Niagara Catholic District School Board/ Niagara Falls 
Elementary and Secondary Schools 

Appendix B-   Maps of Proposed Elementary and Secondary Boundary Changes 

Appendix C-   Proposed Boundary Maps 

Appendix D- Enrolment Projections 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

As a result of the work of the Committee, examining current and projected data at the Committee 
Meetings, in consultation with Senior Staff, and a review of the community feedback and public input 
received at the Community Meetings and the Town Hall Meeting, the Niagara Falls Elementary and 
Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and St. Joseph (Snyder) Catholic Elementary Schools and St. 
Michael Catholic Elementary School Niagara-on-the-Lake Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee 
has made the following recommendations: 

1. THAT the St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School proposed boundary changes as recommended 
through the Pupil Accommodation Review (PAR), and as approved by the Board motion of May 
26th, 2009 with students transferred to St.  Patrick, St. Mary, and Father Hennepin Catholic 
Elementary Schools for September 2010 be maintained. 

 
THAT the new boundary description for St. Patrick Catholic Elementary School be described as: 
East:  Commencing on the Niagara River to 
South:  Magdalen St. (and its projection) to Slater Ave. to Roberts St. 
West:  MacDonald St to Stamford St to Florence Ave to Rosedale Ave to Sixth Ave (excluding) to 
the CNR to  
North:  to the Queenston Chippawa Power Canal to the point of commencement on the Niagara River 
 
THAT the new boundary for St. Mary Catholic Elementary School be described as:  
East:  Commencing on Sixth Ave to Rosedale Ave (excluding) to Florence Ave (excluding) to 
Stamford St (excluding) to MacDonald St (excluding) to Roberts St. (centerline) 
South:  Slater Ave (centerline) to Magdalen St. (centerline) to Victoria Avenue. (centerline)   
West:  Ferry St. to Lundy’s Lane to Glenholme to  
North:  Hwy 420 to the QEW to the CNR to Thorold Stone Rd (centerline) to Stanley Ave 
(centerline) to the CNR to the point of commencement on Sixth Ave 
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THAT the new boundary description for Father Hennepin Catholic Elementary School be 
described as: 
East:  Commencing on the Niagara River to 
South:  Corfield St (and its projection) to Stanley Ave to the Welland River to 
West:  Wilson Cres (and its projection) to McLeod Rd to Dell Ave (and its projection) to the power 
transmission lines  
to Drummond Rd to Culp Street to Franklin Ave 
North:  to Lundy’s Lane to Ferry Ave. (and its projection) to the point of commencement on the 
Niagara River 
 

2. THAT upon further consideration by the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of 
Schools/St. George and St. Joseph, Snyder Catholic Elementary Schools, and St. Michael Catholic 
Elementary School, Niagara-on-the-Lake Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee that the 
following proposed boundary changes occur for St. Vincent de Paul, Loretto Catholic, Cardinal 
Newman, and Sacred Heart Catholic Elementary Schools and for Saint Michael and Saint Paul 
Catholic Secondary Schools effective September 2010. 
 
St. Vincent de Paul  
East:  Commencing on the QEW to  
South:  Alpine Drive (and its projection and including all cul de sacs off of Alpine - Yvette, Kathleen 
and Valerie) to Kalar Road (centerline) to Beaverdams Road (centerline), 
West:  Thorold Townline Road (centerline) to the City Boundary (Niagara Falls & Thorold) to  
North:  The City boundary (Niagara Falls & Niagara-on-the-Lake) to the point of commencement on 
the QEW. 
 
Loretto Catholic  
East:  Commencing on Montrose Road (centerline) at Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to 
South:  McLeod Road (centerline) to  
West:  City Boundary (Niagara Falls and Thorold) to  
North:  Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to the point of commencement on Montrose Road. 
  
Cardinal Newman  
East:  Commencing on the QEW to 
South:  Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to  
West:  Thorold Townline Road (centerline) to 
North:  Beaverdams to Kalar Road (centerline) to the projection of Alpine Drive (excluding all 
cul de sacs off of Alpine – Yvette, Kathleen, Valerie – and its projection) to the point of 
commencement on the QEW  
 
Sacred Heart  
East:  Commencing on the Niagara River to  
South:  to Bossert Road (excluding – and  its projection) to King Road (excluding) to Bossert 
Road (excluding) to Beck Road (excluding) to Shisler Road  (excluding) to  
West:  the township lot line between lots 5 and 6 (Morris Road) to  
North:  the Welland River to Stanley Ave. (excluding) to Corfield St. (excluding –  and its projection) 
to the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 
 
Saint Michael High School  
East:  Commencing on the Niagara River 
South:  Netherby Road (excluding) 
West:  the Canada Southern Railway to the Lyons Creek to the township lot line between lots 5 and 6 
(between Morris and Crowland Roads) to the Welland River to the City Boundary (Niagara Falls and 
Thorold) to  
North:  Lundy's Lane (centerline) east to the QEW to 420 Hwy. to Glenhome Ave. (centerline) 
to south to Lundy’s Lane (centerline) east along Lundy’s Lane to Ferry (and its projection) to 
the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 
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Saint Paul High School 
East: Commencing on the Niagara River to the projection of Magdalen St. 
South: to Victoria Avenue to Ferry St. (and its projection) to Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to 
Glenholme Ave. (centerline) to 420 Hwy. to  
West: QEW (centerline) south to Lundy’s Lane (centerline) to West Thorold Townline Road 
(centerline) to  
North: the City Boundary (Niagara Falls and Thorold and Niagara Falls & Niagara on the Lake) to 
the point of commencement on the Niagara River. 

 
3. THAT students, who are currently in Grades 8 to Grade 12, who are currently residing in the St. 

Joseph Catholic Elementary School (NF) or the Loretto Catholic Elementary School attendance area 
and have been affected by the proposed elementary or secondary boundary changes will have 
transportation provided to either St. Paul or St. Michael Catholic High Schools in Niagara Falls until 
graduation.  If required, transportation will continue for their sibling(s) until the current grade 8 
student graduates from secondary school. 

 
4.  THAT, the Niagara Falls Elementary and Secondary Family of Schools/St. George and St. Joseph, 

Snyder Catholic Elementary Schools, and St. Michael Catholic Elementary School, Niagara-on-the-
Lake Ad Hoc Attendance Area Review Committee continue to review the attendance boundaries for 
all elementary and secondary schools in Niagara Falls and Niagara-on-the-Lake with an annual report 
to the Board. 

 
5. THAT, new requests for attendance area exceptions will be reviewed in accordance with Board 

Policy/Guidelines 301.1, Admission of  Students.   Attendance area exceptions will not be granted to 
students who wish to attend St. Vincent de Paul, Cardinal Newman and Loretto Catholic except for 
the purpose of keeping siblings together within the same school. 

 
6.  THAT, Senior Staff will review Board Policy/Guidelines 301.1, Admission of Students, within the 

current Policy and Administrative Guideline Review Process. 
 

 
Prepared by:   Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education 
                           James Woods, Controller of Plant 
 
Presented by:   Lee Ann Forsyth-Sells, Superintendent of Education 
                           James Woods, Controller of Plant 
 
Approved by:   John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date:                 January 12, 2010 
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TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 
 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: APPROVED MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL EDUCATION 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING OF DECEMBER 2, 2009  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board receive the Approved Minutes of the 
Special Education Advisory Committee Meeting of December 2, 2009, as presented for 
information. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE 

SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2009 
 

 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Special Education Advisory Committee, held on Wednesday, December 2, 
2009, at 8:30 p.m. in the Father Kenneth Burns csc Board Room, at the Catholic Education Centre, 427 
Rice Road, Welland.   
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:30 p.m. by Chairperson Fuhrer. 
 
A. ROUTINE MATTERS 
 

1. Opening Prayer 
 

Opening Prayers were led by Chairperson Fuhrer. 
 
2. Roll Call 
 

Members 

Pr
es

en
t 

A
bs

en
t 

Ex
cu

se
d 

Carole Fuhrer   

Anna Racine   

Connie Parry   

Heather Schneider   

Kim Rosati   

Sarina Labonte   

Rob Lavorato  
Mike Gowan   

Jim Wells   

Dianne Radunsky   

Mona O’Brien   

Trustees   

Gary Crole   

Frank Fera   

 
The following staff were in attendance: 

John Crocco, Director of Education; Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education; 
Marcel Jacques, Administrator Special Education; Mary Kay Kalagian, Principal-
Elementary; Tina DiFrancesco, Recording Secretary 
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3. Approval of the Agenda 
 
Moved by Sarina Labonte 
Seconded by Kim Rosati 

THAT the Special Education Advisory Committee approve the Agenda of the Special 
Education Advisory Committee Meeting of December 2, 2009: 

CARRIED 
 

4. Disclosure of Interest 
 
No Disclosures of Interest were declared with any items on the agenda. 
 

5. Approval of Minutes of the Special Education Advisory Committee Meeting of November 4 
2009  
 
Moved by Anna Racine 
Seconded by Heather Schneider 

THAT the Special Education Advisory Committee approve the Minutes of the Special 
Education Advisory Committee Meeting of November 4, 2009, as presented. 

CARRIED 
 

B. PRESENTATIONS 
 
C. VISIONING 
 

1.   Goals and Vision for 2009 – Committee Vision 
 
 1.1 SEAC Network research and update – Deferred to January meeting 
  
 1.2 Survey to ERTs – Deferred to January meeting 
  
 1.3 Succession Planning and Election Proceedings 
 
  Superintendent Baldasaro explained the procedure for election proceedings for  
  Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson which will take place at the January 6th, 2010  
  SEAC meeting.   
 

D. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 
NOVEMBER 4, 2009 

 
1. Learner Advocacy  
  
2. Parent Outreach 
  
3. Program and Service Recommendations 
 
4. Special Education Budget 
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 4.1 Letter to Ministry of Education 
 
  Chair Fuhrer drafted a letter to the Ministry of Education in regards to funding for  
  psychological and speech and language assessments.  A copy of this letter was sent to the  
  SEAC members prior to the meeting for review.  Chair Fuhrer will make revisions to the  
  letter based on the comments and suggestions put forth by the members and bring forward  
  at the January 6th, 2010 SEAC meeting.  The letter will be presented to the Board for  
  approval prior to mailing. 
 
  There was discussion about the Local Health Integration Network (LHINS).  Sarina  
  Labonte will invite a representative from the LHINS to do a presentation in 2010. 

 
5. Annual Review, Special Education Plan 
 
6. Other Related Items 
 

E. AGENCY REPORTS 
 
 1. VOICE for Hearing Impaired Children – Kim Rosati 
 

 Nil Report 
 

2. Down Syndrome Caring Parents (Niagara) – Rob Lavorato  
 

 Down Syndrome week came to a close on November 7th which was also the date of our 
trivia night & silent auction fundraiser.  The event was a success almost doubling the 
turnout from the previous event. 

 The Christmas party for the children will be held at the Fire Briggade Hall in Niagara Falls, 
on December 12th at noon.   

                                          
 3. Community Living – Welland/Pelham – Heather Schneider 

 
 Nil Report 

 
4. Association for Bright Children – Connie Parry 
 

 Nil Report 
 

5.    Community Living – Grimsby, Lincoln and West Lincoln – Sarina Labonte 
 

 Community consultations are taking place with families, self-advocates, and service 
providers with respect to various draft regulations of the new Bill 77;  Application entities 
and funding entities are part of this legislation and will impact how families are accessing 
services for adults;  children’s services in the developmental and mental health sectors will 
continue to access Contact Niagara locally. 

 Niagara Child and Youth Services is launching a program that will enable clinical services 
to be available on a mobile basis for children and youth who have a dual diagnosis;  An 
information session on this new program will be provided in the new year. 

 The Ministry of Community and Social Services is requiring all transfer payment agencies 
to comply with the French Language Services Act of Ontario and to increase service 
accessibility to francophone consumers in Niagara and specifically from the two designated 
municipalities. 
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 Additional centre-based respite for children offered by our agency will be provided to 
families during the Christmas holidays, at the end of January during high school exam time, 
and during spring break. 

 
6. Learning Disabilities Association of Niagara – Carole Fuhrer 
 

 Nil Report 
 

7. Autism Ontario – Mike Gowan 
 

 Nil Report 
 

8. The Tourette Syndrome Association of Ontario – Anna Racine 
 

 Nil Report 
 

9. John Howard Society of Niagara – Jim Wells 
 

 Stop Now and Plan (SNAP) training is starting with four school boards and the John 
Howard Society staff. 

 
10. Ontario Brain Injury Association – Dianne Radunsky 

 
 Nil Report 

 
11. VIEWS – Mona O’Brien 
 

 VIEWS is offering different placement programs.  Further information can be found on the 
VIEWS website at www.viewson.ca. 

 
F. STAFF REPORTS 

 
1. Mary Kay Kalagian – Principal, Elementary 
 

 Nil Report 
 

2. Ken Griepsma – Principal, Secondary 
 

 Special Education students from various Secondary schools who will be writing the OSSLT 
will be having a practice assessment using the accommodations that they will be using 
during the actual test in February.  This test will be marked and feedback will be provided 
to these students. 

 A number of schools have begun their IPRC process. 
 Special Education students/classes in a number of schools have taken up fundraising 

activities.  Other classes are doing community service. 
 There are a number of class trips occurring with Special Needs students well represented.  

Special emphasis is being placed on ensuring that students with special needs, especially 
those with physical challenges, are able to access these wonderful co-curricular events. 

 St. Francis will be hosting a Christmas dinner and dance on Tuesday, December 8th, 2009 
for students with special needs from our eight Catholic high schools. 
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 3. Marcel Jacques – Administrator Special Education 

 
 Plans to incorporate the Special Education Plan with the Board Improvement Plan are 

forthcoming.  Marcel Jacques informed members of the SEAC about the process of 
reviewing the Special Education Plan to be finalized in May 2010.  Staff and members will 
work collaboratively to make the necessary changes.  Further information will follow. 

 On November 25th, 2009 Student Achievement K-12 Special Education staff and Joel 
Steiger, LDA alternate SEAC representative attended the Regional Session on Continuous 
Improvement of Individual Education Plans (IEP) to Support Student Achievement which 
took place at the Hamilton Wentworth Catholic District School Board, Nicholas Mancini 
Centre. 

 
4. Yolanda Baldasaro – Superintendent of Education 
 

 Superintendent Baldasaro presented the Safe Arrival Statement of Policy and 
Administrative Guidelines to the members of the SEAC for review.  This is an existing 
policy under review.  Vetting closes on Friday, January 22nd, 2010.  Any comments or 
suggestions can be forwarded to Chair Fuhrer to be brought forward at the January 6th, 2010 
SEAC meeting. 

 Superintendent Baldasaro wished all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
 
G. TRUSTEE REPORTS 
 

1. Gary Crole – Trustee 
 

 The Annual Organizational Meeting of the Board was held on Tuesday, December 1st, 2009.  
Trustee Crole announced that Kathy Burtnik was elected as Chairperson of the Board and 
John Dekker as Vice-Chairperson of the Board.  Trustee Crole acknowledged Frank Fera 
for his leadership this past year.  

 
2. Frank Fera – Trustee 
 

 On Monday, November 30th, 2009 a boundary review meeting was held with the public in 
Niagara Falls. In September 2010, students from St. Joseph Elementary school will be 
dispersed to three Niagara Falls schools; St. Mary, Father Hennepin and St. Patrick. 

 
H. NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Learner Advocacy  
 

2. Parent Outreach 
 
3. Program and Service Recommendations 
 
4. Special Education Budget 
 
5. Annual Review, Special Education Plan 
  
6. Other Related Items 
 
7. Policy Review 
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I. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 1.  A letter was received from the Kenora Catholic District School Board in regards to funding. 
 
J. NOTICES OF MOTION 
 
K.   AGENDA ITEMS – DISCUSSION FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

 
M.  INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

1.  Chair Fuhrer wished everyone Happy Holidays and recognized the efforts of the SEAC and staff. 
 
2.  Director Crocco thanked the Special Education Advisory Committee for their patience and  
     support with the Vision 2020 Discovery Session, as well thanked staff and Trustees for their  
     continued support. 

 
L.   NEXT MEETING:  

 
Wednesday, January 6, 2010 at 7:00p.m. at the Catholic Education Centre 
 

         
M.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

Moved by Heather Schneider 
Seconded by Mike Gowan 

THAT the December 2, 2009 meeting of the Special Education Advisory Committee be 
adjourned. 

CARRIED 
 
 
This meeting was adjourned at 9:20p.m. 

 
 
 
 



C4.1

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: LETTER TO THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve in principle, the draft letter to the 
Ministry of Education from the Special Education Advisory Committee as presented. 

 

Prepared by: Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education 
 
Presented by: Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education 
 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date: January 26, 2010 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 5, 2010 
 
 
The Honourable Kathleen Wynne 
Minister of Education 
900 Bay Street, Mowat Block 
Toronto, Ontario   M7A 1N3 
 
Dear Minister Wynne: 
 
On November 4th, the Niagara Catholic District School Board’s SEAC received copies of correspondence from the Durham 
District School Board’s SEAC expressing concerns around three specific issues:  funding for psychological and speech and 
language assessments, Bill 29, and the implementation of the proposed standard for Accessible Information and 
Communication.  At the same meeting, we also received copies of correspondence from the Rainy River District School 
Board and the District School Board Ontario North East regarding the matter and expressing similar concerns related to the 
above issues. 
 
The Niagara Catholic District School Boards’ SEAC recognizes the support and dedication of our Board, Student 
Achievement Team, and Faculty towards our Exceptional Learners.  It is clear, however, that in order to provide high 
quality programs and services consistently in a responsive and timely manner, adequate financial investments need to be 
made. 
 
As there are many parents who do not have the resources to pay out of their own pocket for assessments, and if they are not 
covered by the Board, then the disparity between the “have’s” and the “have not’s” further intensifies. All children need to 
have all barriers to success removed in a united effort towards equal access. 
 
We believe that early intervention and timely assessments have a positive impact on student success and achievement.  The 
Ministry of Education’s website stresses the importance of early intervention and states that interventions implemented in 
Grade 3 or later are less likely to succeed.  Assessments need to be carried out before appropriate interventions can be put 
into place. It seems therefore, imperative, to expedite the accessibility of assessments by ensuring the resources are in place 
rather than delay this important process if Student Success and Education for All are identified priorities. 
 
A report by the John Howard Society of Alberta, (based on information from the Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics) on 
the cost of criminal justice services to the Canadian economy (Cost of Criminal Justice, 1997), estimated costs of criminal 
justice services was to be $9,942,423,000 in 1997, a figure that includes costs of police, courts, adult and youth corrections, 
Legal Aid and prosecutions.  It seems, therefore, reasonable to invest in children at the beginning of their academic journey 
and foster success rather than spending exponentially more with a tremendously diminished return on community 
investment. 
 
Our SEAC is most willing to share with you life stories of families of the Niagara Catholic District School Board being 
impacted, and introduce you to exceptional learners and their caregivers who are directly affected by the shortfall of 
resources. 
 
Yours respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
Anna Racine, Chair of SEAC 
Niagara Catholic District School Board 
 
cc: SEAC Chairs for Ontario Public and Catholic School Boards          
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TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: EARLY LEARNING PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION  
  - FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN PROGRAMS 2010-2011 

The report on Early Learning Program Implementation 
Full Day Kindergarten Programs 2010-2011 

is presented for information. 

Prepared by: Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education 
 Mark Lefebvre, Administrator: School Effectiveness Framework 
 
Presented by:  Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education 
 Mark Lefebvre, Administrator: School Effectiveness Framework 
 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date: January 26, 2010 
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REPORT TO THE BOARD MEETING 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2010 

 
EARLY LEARNING PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION AND 

FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN PROGRAMS 2010-2011 
 
 
Background Information 
 
Earlier this month, Niagara Catholic announced the introduction of the Early Learning Program (ELP) 
starting in September 2010. The ELP is an initiative of the Ministry of Education and has been developed 
locally after extensive research, consultation and communication with Ministry staff, the Niagara Region, 
Best Start Networks, the Region’s Child Care Community and the local District School Boards in the best 
interest of children in Niagara.  
 
The ELP, Ontario’s full day learning program for 4 and 5 year olds, gives parents and guardians the 
option of enrolling their children in school for a full day of learning. In the core part of the ELP program, 
classrooms will be staffed by certified teachers and registered early childhood educators who will work 
together as a team to help young students learn and grow. With two qualified professionals in the 
classroom for the full school day, students will receive even greater opportunities to learn and explore as 
they begin their educational journey. As part of the extended program offered by the ELP, and where 
there is sufficient interest by parents, a fee-based before and after school child care will be available. The 
before and after school program will be monitored by early childhood educators. 
 
ELP Schools for 2010-2011 
 
Beginning September 2010, the ELP for all 4 and 5 year olds will be offered in the following eight 
designated Niagara Catholic elementary schools: 

 
Location Catholic Elementary School 
Grimsby St. Joseph 

Niagara Falls Father Hennepin 
 St. Patrick 

St. Catharines Our Lady of Fatima 
St. Denis 

Port Colborne St. Therese 
Welland Holy Name 

 St. Mary 
 

Preliminary plans are also being considered to explore the possibility of offering extended day 
programming to six to twelve year olds in these designated ELP schools, as well as extended day services 
for four to twelve year olds during Professional Activity days and school breaks (e.g. March Break, 
summer months). 



 
The Early Learning Program will complement the current full day Senior Kindergarten program for 5 
year old students currently offered in 26 classrooms located at the following twenty Niagara Catholic 
elementary schools: 
 

Location Catholic Elementary School 
Jordan St. Edward 
Smithville St. Martin 
St. Catharines St. Alfred 

 St. Anthony 
 St. Denis 
St. Nicholas 

Niagara-on-the-Lake St. Michael 
Niagara Falls St. Gabriel 

 St. Joseph 
 St. Mary 
 St. Patrick 
 St. Thomas More 

Fenwick St. Ann 
Welland St. Augustine 

 St. Mary 
Wainfleet St. Elizabeth 
Port Colborne St. Therese 
Stevensville St. Joseph 
Ridgeway St. George 
Fort Erie Our Lady of Victory 

 
The following four schools currently offer full day Senior Kindergarten and will transition their school 
communities to offer the ELP in September 2010: 
 

 St. Denis (St. Catharines) 
 St. Mary (Welland) 
 St. Patrick (Niagara Falls) 
 St. Therese (Port Colborne) 

 
Additional Full Day Kindergarten Schools 2010-2011 
After consideration of the demographics, student data and budget allocation by Senior Staff, beginning in 
September 2010, full day Junior Kindergarten will begin at: 
 

 St. Anthony (St. Catharines) and 
 St. Thomas More (Niagara Falls) 

 
Full day Junior and Senior Kindergarten will begin at:  
 

 St. Charles (Thorold) and  
 St. Andrew (Welland) 
 St. John Bosco (Port Colborne) 

 
Mid-day transportation will no longer be provided for schools offering the ELP or Full Day Junior and 
Senior Kindergarten. 
 



 
Registration and Open House – February 3rd, 2010 
 
The Niagara Catholic District School Board will host Open Houses for the ELP and Junior and Senior 
Kindergarten Registration at all elementary schools on Wednesday, February 3rd, 2010.  
 
Parents and guardians of four and five year olds are invited to visit their neighbourhood Niagara Catholic 
elementary school between 9 a.m. and 7 p.m. to experience our dynamic classrooms, meet Principals and 
staff and experience an exciting day within a Niagara Catholic school. Parents and guardians who are 
unable to attend the Open House can contact their local Niagara Catholic elementary school to make 
arrangements to visit and register their child anytime throughout the month of February through to 
September 2010. 
 
 

The report on Early Learning Program Implementation – Full Day Kindergarten Programs 
2010-2011 is presented for information. 

 

Prepared by: Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education 
 Mark Lefebvre, Administrator: School Effectiveness Framework 
 
Presented by: Yolanda Baldasaro, Superintendent of Education 
 Mark Lefebvre, Administrator: School Effectiveness Framework 
 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education  
 
Date: January 26, 2010    
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TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: BLESSED TRINITY CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL  
  ADDITION & ALTERATIONS OPTIONS AND ESTIMATED  
  COSTS  

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the project budget increase for a total 
cost of $11,329,915.00 for the addition and alterations to Blessed Trinity Catholic Secondary 
School as presented, and 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the transfer of $329,915 from the 
Reserve for Working Funds to cover the funding shortfall. 

 

Prepared by: James Woods, Controller of Plant 
 
Presented by: James Woods, Controller of Plant 
 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date: January 26, 2010 
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REPORT TO THE BOARD MEETING  
TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2010 

 
BLESSED TRINITY CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL  

ADDITION & ALTERATIONS OPTIONS AND ESTIMATED COSTS 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
On June 10th, 2009 the Ministry of Education announced funding approval for $11 million under the 
Energy Efficient Funding program, to replace the portables at Blessed Trinity Catholic Secondary School 
with a twenty three (23) classroom addition to the school building. In July 2009, Raimondo + Associates 
Architects were hired to prepare conceptual designs, cost estimates and timelines for the project. Taking 
into consideration input from staff and parents and the required alterations for the 609 pupil place 
building to accommodate 491 additional students, the architects have prepared sketches and cost estimates 
for four (4) project options: (Appendix A). Other than Option four (4) (addition but no alterations) the 
cost estimates exceed the construction budget of $9 million.  
 

  
Option 

 
Cost Estimate 

Construction 
Budget 

 
Variance 

   
1. Addition with All Alterations $13,160,905 $9,000,000 ($4,160,905) 
2. Addition with Reduced Alterations $10,700,455 $9,000,000 ($1,700,455) 
3. Addition with Reduced Alterations and 

No Auditorium 
$9,329915 $9,000,000 ($329,915) 

4. Addition with No Alterations $8,622,470 $9,000,000 $377,530 
 
The enrolment at Blessed Trinity Catholic has increased by more than 150% since the existing building 
was completed in 2001, from 637 (ADE) students to 974 (ADE) in 2008-2009, and is expected to climb 
to 1,100 within the next 10 years.  
 
In March of 2007 a delegation of parents from the Blessed Trinity Catholic School Council presented to 
the Board the need for: 

a) expansion of the cafeteria,  
b) expansion of the special education classroom,  
c) expansion of the music department,  
d) additional science labs,  
e) additional computer labs,  
f) an expanded auditorium,  
g) an expanded Chapel,  
h) a redesigned office and guidance area, as well as 
i) the replacement of portables with permanent classrooms.  



 
Option three (3) would satisfy the above listed needs: a, b, c, d, e and i, but would require an estimated 
$329,915 dollars over and above the $9 million construction budget. The construction budget has been 
calculated at approximately 82% of the total Ministry funding. The additional 18% is reserved for not-in-
contract expenses, such as consultant fees, inspection and testing, furniture and equipment, permits, data 
cabling, security systems, telephone and PA systems, moving, taxes and a contingency fund. 
 
Senior Staff is recommending the approval of a transfer of $329,915 from the Reserve for Working Funds 
in order to proceed with this project. A subsequent approval will be sought after bids have been received 
from contractors and prior to award of a construction contract. 
 

Project Costs Budget 
Fees & Disbursements 880,000 
Construction Contract 9,329,915 
Furniture & Equipment 700,085 
Other Project Costs 419,915 
 $11,329,915 
Funding Sources  
Energy Efficient Funding Program 11,000,000 
Reserve for Working Funds 329,915 
 $11,329,915 

 
 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the project budget increase for a total cost of 
$11,329,915.00 for the addition and alterations to Blessed Trinity Catholic Secondary School as 
presented, and 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the transfer of $329,915 from the Reserve for 
Working Funds to cover the funding shortfall. 
 
 
 
Prepared by: James Woods, Controller of Plant 

Presented by: James Woods, Controller of Plant 

Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 

Date: January 26, 2010 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

Appendix A: Blessed Trinity Catholic Design Options 1 to 4 - Floor Plans and Cost Estimates. 
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C7

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: H1N1 PANDEMIC UPDATE  
 NIAGARA CATHOLIC PREPARATION AND MANAGEMENT 

The H1N1 Pandemic Update  
– Niagara Catholic Preparation and Management 

is presented for information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Presented by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date: January 26, 2010 



 
 
 

Living > Public Health > Pandemic Planning  

Flu Tracking in Niagara

 

A community-wide outbreak was declared in Niagara on October 30, 
2009. This means there is a significant amount of flu circulating in 
Niagara.  

Niagara Region Public Health uses many sources of information to 
understand the amount of flu in the community. These sources 
include: 

Laboratory-confirmed cases of H1N1 and Influenza A/B  
Student absenteeism from elementary and high schools  
Visits to doctors for symptoms of the flu  

Confirmed H1N1 Cases in Niagara 

As of January 22, 2010: 

One confirmed case during the week of Jan 16-22, 2010  
252 total confirmed cases  
4 deaths associated with H1N1  

School Absenteeism 

There are 229 schools in the Niagara region. This chart shows the average number of 
schools reporting student absenteeism.  

This information is not exact and some students may have been absent for reasons 
other than H1N1. This information is based on the 5-day school week.  

 
 

 

Average # of Schools with >10%, 20% and 30% School Absenteeism by Week
Absenteeism Rates  
(Average # of schools 
with)

Wk 45* 
Nov 9-13 

Wk 46 
Nov 21-27 

Wk 47 
Nov 28-Dec 

5 

Wk 48 
Dec 5-11 

Wk 49 
Dec 12-18 

> 10% Absenteeism 17 7 6 5 9.8

> 20% Absenteeism 1 0 0 0 0

> 30% Absenteeism 0 0 0 0 0.8

 Revised: Friday, January 22, 2010  
 Copyright © 2010 The Regional Municipality of Niagara  
 

 

< H1N1 Home 

Page 1 of 1Flu Tracking in Niagara - Niagara Region, Ontario

1/25/2010http://www.niagararegion.ca/living/health_wellness/pandemic-planning/h1n1-flu-statistics....



C8.1

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 MONTHLY BANKING TRANSACTIONS 
 DECEMBER 2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the report on the Monthly Banking 
Transactions for the month of December 2009, as presented. 

 

Prepared by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services 
 
Presented by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services 
 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date: January 26, 2010 







C8.2

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 STATEMENT OF REVENUE & EXPENDITURES 
 DECEMBER 31, 2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approve the Statement of Revenue and 
Expenditures as at December 31, 2009, as presented. 

 

Prepared by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services 
 
Presented by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business and Financial Services 
 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
 
Date: January 26, 2010 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
REPORT TO THE BOARD 

 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 

STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES 
AS AT DECEMBER 31, 2009 

 
 
In accordance with the Monthly Financial Reports Policy Statement, we are pleased to enclose 
the Statement of Revenue and Expenditures as at December 31, 2009 for the Niagara Catholic 
District School Board. (See Appendix A) 
 
As required by the Policy, a copy of the Financial Statements is available in the Trustee Lounge 
for the trustees to review at their convenience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the Niagara Catholic District School Board approves the Report on the Statement of 
Revenue and Expenditures as at December 31, 2009 as presented. 
 

 

Prepared by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services  
Presented by: Larry Reich, Superintendent of Business & Financial Services 
Approved by: John Crocco, Director of Education 
Date: January 26, 2010 





























































D1.1

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: CORRESPONDENCE  
  NIAGARA REGION HEALTH DEPARTMENT  
  – THANK YOU FOR ASSISTANT IN H1N1 PROTECTION 





D4.1

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: TRUSTEE INFORMATION 
 SPOTLIGHT ON NIAGARA CATHOLIC  
 JANUARY 12, 2010 





Vision 2020 Discovery Meetings Now In Session

In May 2008, Education Minister Kathleen Wynne met with students at a forum to
discuss what students wanted to see in their schools. The meeting led to the Student
Voiceinitiative. Thegoalisto get studentsexcitedabout learningandgoingto school,
toclosethegaponstudentachievement.

EightNiagaraCatholicschoolshavereceivedmorethan$11,000 infundingfromthe
MinistryofEducation for11SpeakUp projects.

The schools and projects are: Alexander Kuska Catholic Elementary School ($2,400 
forintramurals,aspirit teamandhomeworkclub); BlessedTrinityCatholicSecondary
School ($3,440 for Thunder Radio/Podcasting and a Safe School Team); Denis Morris
Catholic High School ($900 for a Success for Under-Engaged Students project); St.
Alfred Catholic Elementary School ($1,200 for the Get Everyone Together (GET)
Program); St. Kevin Catholic Elementary School ($1,200 for St. Kevin Kids Helping
Kids);SaintMichaelCatholicHighSchool($1,182for BullyWho );SaintPaulCatholic
HighSchool($1,200forasocialclimatecommitteeandsocialclimatesong)and$900to
St.PeterCatholic ElementarySchoolfor MusicalMania. 

Niagara Catholic StudentsEncouraged to SpeakUp

Vision2020FacilitatorMariaSanchez-Keane(inred) watchesasNiagaraCatholicViceChairJohn
Dekkersharesapointofview withmembersofRegionalCatholicSchoolCouncilduringaDiscovery
Sessionat the Catholic EducationCentre. TheVision2020 process isaninvitationto hear fromall
stakeholders through 160 discovery sessions for students, parents, trustees, priests,
administrative, academic and support staff, SEAC, Regional CSCand community leaders. Mrs.
Sanchez-Keane will collate all input, which will be presented at the Vision 2020 Summit for
selectedmembersrepresentingallDiscoverySessions on April14th,2010.TheVision2020report
will bepresentedtotheBoardinMay2010. ThefullVision2020scheduleisatniagaracatholic.ca.

Niagara Catholic played a key role in
changes that will be made to the
provincial elementary report card
systeminthecomingschoolyear.

Niagara Catholic was one of nine
Ontario school boards invited by the
Ministry of Education to select schools
to take part in the Elementary Report
CardProjectin2007.

MaryWard,MotherTeresa, OurLady
of Victory (Junior and Senior), St. Ann
(St. Catharines and Fenwick) and St.
Martin Catholic Elementary Schools
distributed apilot report card designed
byBoardstaff thatyear.

The province recently announced
plans to move forward with the new
report card system. Beginning in
September, all elementary students in
Ontario will receive progress reports in
thefall, andfull report cards inJanuary
andJune.

The fall progress report will contain
features to facilitate better
communication between parents,
teachers and students, encourage
students to set goals, assist parents in
supporting learning at home and help
teachersestablishteachingplans.

The reports will have three sections:
Progress inSubject Areas, LearningSkills
andWorkHabitsand TeacherComments.
Teachers will assess if students are
progressing well or very well or if they
need assistance to advance through the
year.

The report will also give teachers the
opportunity to assess students in six
areas: responsibility, organization,
independent work, collaboration,
initiative and self-regulation and to
providecommentsto parentsabout the
successof theirchildren.

Report Cards Changing

ISHO P  S
G ALA

Send your Ticket Order Form and 
Payment to Sherry Morena

Board, 427 Rice Rd, Welland, ON. 
L3C 7C1
Cheques payable to: Niagara 
Foundation for Catholic Education

Niagara Catholic District School 



D4.2

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: TRUSTEE INFORMATION 
 CALENDAR OF EVENTS – FEBRUARY 2010 

 





D4.6

TO:  NIAGARA CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
 BOARD MEETING 

 PUBLIC SESSION 
 JANUARY 26, 2010 
 
TOPIC: TRUSTEE INFORMATION 
 LETTER TO PARENTS – FIRST STUDENT CANADA 

 



 
 
 
Tuesday, January 19th, 2010  
 
Potential Service Disruption to Students Transported by the First Student Canada Welland Branch 
 
Dear Parent and/or Guardian: 
 
We have been notified by Niagara Student Transportation Services that on Saturday, January 23rd, 2010, bus drivers 
working for First Student Canada Welland Branch only will be casting their votes to determine if they are in favour 
of ratifying their Collective Agreement.  However, if they vote in favour of a strike, drivers could possibly strike as 
early as Monday, January 25th, 2010.  
 
Students and Schools Affected  
If you have received a copy of this letter with your son or daughter’s name written on the letter it means that your 
child would be affected by the Welland Branch of First Student Canada. Identified students in the following schools 
are affected; Alexander Kuska, Holy Name, Lakeshore Catholic, Monsignor Clancy, Notre Dame College, Our 
Lady of Victory Jr and Sr, St. Alexander, St. Andrew, St Ann (F), St. Augustine, St. Charles, St. George, St. John 
Bosco, St. Joseph (FE), St. Kevin, St. Mary (W), St Patrick (PC), St. Philomena and St. Therese, (PC). 
 
Schools Are Open with Parents Responsible for Student Transportation 
In the event of a strike by the Welland Branch bus drivers, all elementary and secondary schools involved will 
remain open and operating on their normal time schedule with all classes in session. Parents and guardians will be 
responsible for ensuring that their children are transported to and from school throughout the duration of any strike. 
We encourage parents and guardians to work together, such as carpooling, to ensure the safe travel of students.  
 
Secondary Semester One Final Exams 
In the event of a strike, Semester One Final Exams for students at Lakeshore Catholic and Notre Dame College will 
follow the regular schedule as provided by the schools. Schools are open to receive students at their regular time. 
To assist with parental transportation of students to Lakeshore Catholic and Notre Dame College, the start time for 
final exams have been revised and will begin at 9.30 a.m. Students are to be at school prior to the 9.30 a.m. start of 
final exams.  
 
Notification on Bus Transportation 
Notification on the status of bus transportation following the vote will be released following the same procedures as 
transportation cancellations due to inclement weather, through local media outlets and on the Niagara Catholic 
District School Board website at www.niagaracatholic.ca and the NSTS website at www.nsts.ca. A message 
through Niagara Catholic’s Telephone Voice Communication System will also be sent to all homes.     
 
If you have any questions pertaining to a potential bussing disruption, please contact your school Principal.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
John Crocco  
Director of Education 
 


